42 ONIGINAL COMMUNIC A IIUNS,

a membranons diaphragm. with a central circalar aperture, stretehed
between the anricle and ventrele. The eontral opening measeres,
in diameter, cight lincs; and the edaes, which are well defined, sup-
port at various points veactations abont the size of o lerge pin's hoad,
There iy insuflicivney of the valves, a permancnt patency Leing
the result of the changes which have taken place in their strocture,
The cavity of the ventriele s dilated 5 ats walls sre hypertoplued, mea-
suring at base seven lines.  The chordie tendinewe are increused i size,
and the columuie carnewe larger than in tire hewlthy hewrt. The pul-
monary sexilunar valves do not exhibit the slightest trace of dis osc.

Left Side.—Auricle dilated. Mitra! valve huas been converted info
an agalomerated calearcous mass, which measures, at the point where
the valveis connected to the fibrous ring surrounding the auriculo-ven-
tricular opening, fully Lalf an inch in thickness. A portion of the endo-
cardium on the auriculur aspect of the larger segment of the valve is
abraded, exhibiting the irregular, gritty, amorphous deposit, which, at all
other points, is covered by the serous lining of the heart.  The opening
from the auricle to the venticle isgreatly counstricted, admitting merely
the introduction of the handle ofa medium sized scatpel through it. The
chordi tendinewe are shortened and very much thickened 5 and the fleshy
columns much increused in dimensions.  The ventricle 1s dulated and
hypertroplied ; its walls meusure ut the base, 10 Imes  The aortiesig-
moid valves are thivkened and white.  They are. however, quute cupu-
ble of performing their funetions.

In thisdeserniption, the points most note-worthy ure, the adbesion of the
three portions of the tricuspid valve so as to furm a diaphragm hetween
the auricle and ventricle with a eireular opening 5 and, second!y. the ex-
treme arctation of the miteal orifice.

its well known that stractaral alterntions of the nght side are rare
m comparson of those of the left, and for this reason they lave, perhaps,
an increased degree of interest, which makes a reccrd of them advanta-
geous; and, although not bearing immediately on the subject of this pa-
per, which is the narroiring of the erifices, it does necappeur irrelevant to
notice them as more or less obstruction is generally combined with other
lesions. Several cases are on record. Bertin gives the case (case 55¢) of
General Whipple. who suffcred for a long time frem palpitation on least
exercise, great anxiety, and continual coldness of extremities.  The
auricle was found dilated, the tricaspid valve was ossified, and clused the
auricular orifice so as to leuve only two holes at the free edges of the
valve united by a fissurc an inch long and about one line broad—a third
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