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.found in association ivitlî those of extinet nuiniais, that it io gecrally admitted
once to have beeni aun boriginal inhabitant. When Il first saw examplos of these
romains 1 wasn not dli8poed to view thein as relies of ait extineL species ; for
cdthough somo presentcd characteristie differtences froînt tiise of provieusly knoNvn
specios, othors were undistingulslrnbk froim the corrcspond(ing parte of the domestie
herse, nnd among them ivere inter mediate, vziriotice of form and size. The subse-
quent, discovory of the remain% ut tNvo species etffthe closoly allied extinet genus
Hlipparion, in addition to thl i(scovery of remains of tivo oxtinct equine genera of
an enrilier geological pcriod, litves no roomn to douht; the former existence of the
herse on t ho Amorican contine<nt, conteinpornousiy ivith tho Mastoden and
Megalouyx; and moun probably was bis cemipauion."

The resuit of tho vihle scoms e bc h, that of the animale foutid fossil in the poiL-
plioccene beds, nll the mnohîsca of the prescrnt day are uadoubtedly a perpetuation
of the eame specie; Vinit of the biglior order of vert4îbsata, the tapir, pcccary,
raccoon, opossum, deer, elk, and musit-rat arc equaily entitled to bp conBidered the
descendants of this ancient race. And if the dlaims of the mollusea tû this dis-
tinction rcst upen a secuire basis, hecatuse thcy are peenliar te, this country, aud not
obnexieus to suspicion of foreign immigration, it moust ho rccoitected that this is
equally truc et the above iiamed animnais.

Thoc ivhiclî have hithorto, been regardcd as of recent and Europeau enigin, arc
the horse, sheep. hog a nd ox; and it must be reserved perhaps for future consider-
ation te dctcrnîîne lîow futr thre negative proof ofe t ien existence of these animiais
in the country nt the timce of iLs discovcry may bo regarded in each individual case
sufflciently streng te, settie the qu-stion ef hie extinction and rc*introdnctioti,
-when se many et his aesocintes and contomporaries have succeedcd in maintaining
an unbrolcen lineof etscent dewn te the preseat day.

The questions involved in the final resuits of these discoveries are as varied as
they are important. Professer Agassiz lias talken up the inquiry -with livelv inter-
est, and iii a lettcî' te Pirofessor UHo!mies observes:-"'£he circumstances under
which those remn-ins are foutid, admit et ne douibt, but thc aniimais frem, which
tbey are derived, existcel in North Ainerlea, long before Vhis continent was settled
hy the white race of menu together with animala which te Ihis day are comeon in
the saine localities, suob as the deer, the iiusk,-rat, the opossum, and others only
now feund in Sonth Amerîcea, sucli as the tapir. Tliis shows beyend the possibility
of tontroersy, that nimais whieh canneot he distinguisied freru one anether,
ay originaLe inidopundenily iii diff'crent l'auna, ani 1 talike iL that the l'ate yen

have brought Legetiier are a satisfactory proof that herses, shecep, buis and ho-si
inet distinguishiable at present from the domnesticated species, vere ealled into exist-
ence upon the continent of North Americat prier te the ceming et the wvhite race
te these parte, and that Vhey land alrendy disappearcd hiere when the new corners
set foot rîpen this continent; but the presence et tapir Veeth iooig the rest show
aise, that a genuis pecn!oar Wo South iimerica and tIc Sunda LIsands existed aise, in
North America in thoise days, and thnt its representative ef tînt penimd i% not dis-
tinguishablo from the Seuth Amerîcan asiecies."
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