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EdwcaUeu la ]Raglan&.
MR. FORSTER DEFENDS TuE EDUCÂTION ACT.

On the 25th of last November,,and on the eve of the61lections for the London School Board, the Right Hon.
W. E. Forster, M.P., the member of the British Cabinet
Ilnder whose auspices the present Educationai law forXR1land was passed, visite Liverpool and inaugurated
the handsome and commodious sciiools which have beenereCted by the School Board in Queen's road, Everton.
Mr.PorSter, on his arrivai in Liverpool, ivas met at theBoard rOOm by the members of the reoently elected SchoolBoard, and, accompanied by the Mayor, the members of

the Board, and a number of leadin g gentlemen of the
town, proceeded to B3utler street , wvhere the foundation-
stone of the new Board schools for that district was laid
by Mr. Christopher Busheil, the Chairman of the lato
Board. After the ceremony, Mr. Forster addressed a large
meeting in the Queen's road schools in regard to Educa-
tion matters generally and the Education Act in particular,
his speciai object beine, to reply to recent atacks on that
Act and lis share in it by Mr. Brighit and others. H1e
complimented the Liverpool Board for their energy ini
educational.matters, for meeting the religions difficulty,
and on the increase of the attendance by 25 per cent.
Reverting to the position of the question three or four
years ago bofore the Act wvas passed he said :

"What ivas the educational position of the co untry
We had no Stato system of education ; that iSà11o State
system in this way, that the State had not un ertaken to
see or to secure that every parent would find a sehool for
his child, but there was a voluntary system spreading
over the country, supported by great energy, and doing
very much. Tha7t voluntary system reached a il corners an d
ail parts of the kingdom ; and whiat did we flnd wvas the
state of things with regard to the teaching of the great
mass of the population ? We found much done, much
doing, and much left undone; many good schools; many
bad sehools ; and many districts with no0 schools at al;
many parents able to get, and really §etting, a good
education for their children, and many cildren brought
up in utter ignorance and utterly neglected."

Public opinion demnanded that something be doue to
provide a system of National education. There are those
who say the Governmenî shonld have waited until public
opinion indicated preciselv what kind of a iaw was
wanted ; but Mr. Forstier did flot think the Government
in a matter of this kind should wait for such instruction.
The friends of the Church and voluntary schools and the
Birmingham League had both spoken in favor of waiting.
The former said :

"Give us lime, and we wili 1111 Up al the gaps. Let
our system work on, and althou h there 18 110 security
that it reaches to every part o~ the country, we wviIl
undertake that il will do so." What was our reply ?
Il We can't afford to wait ; we dare not trust t0 your
filling up the gaps ; we knowv that chiidren are escaping
your net, and that they wilI grow up in ignorance, while


