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THE TEXT, TH-E SUBJECT, THE SERMON.

T H E Substance of pulpit discourse is an affair of theologry ; the
iForin is an affair of Homiletics. It is with Form or Method,

iiot with Substance or Matter, that this paper bas to do. Not by
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord. And yet the
human element in preaching is real and important The divine
operates through the hiiman. "Truth, indecd, is the arrow, but
myani is the bow-string that sends it home."

It is necessary, even in this day, in some quarters, to defend the
study of Systematic Homiletics. The inevitable reaction against
the cold and formai preaching of a past age, brought about by the
revival of evangelical religion, swcpt l-omiletics almost cntirely off
the field. Logic 'vas denounced as lifcless ; Rhetoric wvas vain, and
ail ciaborate oratory contemptible. A glorious liberty was claiined.
E vcry maii became a Iav unto himself, and did that wvhich was
plcasing in his owvn eyes.

But a better day is dawvning. Preachiers are beginning to appre-
ciate the importanice of truc niethods. Loglic is seen to bc the
science ani -art of rea-soning, the lihe of Besemer steel alongt which
the humari niind, by the'very iiccessity of its constitution, moves
from premise to conclusion. Rhctoric is not ajugglingw~ithw~ords
and phrases, but the science by wvhiclh truth in ail its parts is applied

*Rcad bcorc the Toronto 11inisterial %usociation, and at their request Siven to
a wider C71rC1 ci prcachers.[21


