. TIHE GOSPEL MESSENGER, OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.
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v Sonof Gad,)' Aetain, 0%, wes the
acknowlcdguont of the Ethiopinn.

3r. Lightfout, and ethier eminent autlo-
nttes, inforn us, that feo be new-born, and
1o be mado A sewe-creatuee, were exprese
sattas used by the ancient Jews, siguifying
sneroly uchunge of religion. *One of their
reyings was, “ Il any man. become 2 pro-
seylite, [rumely, from Paganism 1o Juda-
1n,] ho islike a child new-born  And,
£ Abpaham, when ke renounces' idolatry
and was chosen of God, they said #1le
was miade a new creature.”

This phrascolozy wasdoubtless familiar
t» Nicodemus 3 and hence Jesus said to
im, “Ant thou a master of Ismael, and
knowest not these things 1" John jii. 10.

* e was not iguorant of the meaning of the

new birth, and he would not have been as-
sonished if it had been spoken of concern-
sug aproselyte from hoathenism’s but he
was so unsuspicious that it could rightly be
applied to the conversion of Jews, that he
4id not understand our Saviour’s moaning.
 Ye must be born aznin?  Ye Jews are
indecd the descendants of Abraham by the
birth of the body; but *ye mustbe born
azain ;' ye must belicve in mc os the
Christ, ye must be converted from Judaism
by faithin the Messiah, or “ye cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.” It was
a very simple condition, there being but a
single atticle of faith; « IWhosocver be-
lievcth that Jesus §s *he Christ, is norx
op Gon.”

1. We must not suppose, howeven
that nothing furthér was roquired of the
proselyte or disciple. “The conviction or
faith of the mind (connected with a pub.
lic profession) that ¢ Jesus is the Chiist,”
entitled such an one to admission to the
oxtward kimgdom of heaven, or visible

church—for that the phrase, *kingdom of

heaven,” frequently means nothing more
than an organized socicty, is very clear.
Thus: '

The kingdom of heaven is liJened to a
neteast into the sen, gathering of overy
kind, Matt. xiii. 47 ; also to ten virgins,
five wise and five foolish, xxv. 1. The
violent took this kingdom by force. and it
therefore suffered violence, i, 11, the
Pharisces shut it up against men, neither
centering themselves, nor suffering others
toenter, xxiii. 13. Those who broke the
~mmandments and taught othersto do so,
were in that kingdom, and were called
{sast therein, v. 19. .

‘These and many similar passages, plain-
Ivrspeak of the kingdom of heaven aud
kingdem of God as & mierely outward
economy or visible church, into which
cvery one was admitted as aproselyte on
aprofession of faith in Jesus as the Christ.

Andall such wero declared to be dorn of

God, in the sense already given of that
phrase. -

But besides the outward or visible king-
dom referred 10, we read of an inward
kugdom, ¢ The kingdom of God- isnot
meat and drink, but righteousness, and
peace, and joy inthe Holy -Ghosy™ Rom.
qiv. 17. *Tho unrighteous shall not in-
herit the kingdom of.God . « . . . and such
viero some of yos—rbut ye are washed, but
ve arc sanctified,’. 1 Cor. vi. #—11. Sin-

ful persons ‘might be in the kingdom of

heaven, as an uptward orvisible church;
but not uniil thoy were purified imwardly,
<ould tney inberit the spiritual kirgdom,
which pertalos to * the'inner man.”:

Wﬁl‘gﬂt;,disoore:*t a mere abstract
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faith in Jesus ns the Cyrist, may be only
a head-religion. Faith is to become an
aztive principle, working by lovein “the
hidden man of tic kecrt Gal.v- 63
Acts xv. 9; 1 Peter #ii. 4; Rom. v. 8,—
Hence 1t is written, * Beloved, Jetus love
onc another—for love is of God; and
ecery one that loveth, is vorxor Gop, and’
knoweth God,”* 1Johniv. 7 According-
Iy, all the commandmentsare comprehiend-
ed in Jove to God supromelf; and- love to
mankind universally. .

11, But there is still” another step.—
The fith of? the hend and the love of the
heart are to bs manifested in Tnr L1PE—
Accordingly it is written, “Ifye-know
thatho is righteous, know ye that every
ovcthat docth rightcousncas 1s- noxN or
e, 1Johnil 29.  And this testimony
comypletes the proof of the statoment, that
the scriptura) doctrine of the new  birth is
rosolved into practical conformity 1o the
heavendy lue, .

The int:mateassociation of faith In Christ
and Jove of man, is thus spoken of in the
Scripturos : ¢ As-many as received him,
to them gave hepewer to Lecome sons of
God, even to them that delicoe on his
name, which.were soxy, not of blood, nor
of the-will of man, butof God.” Johni.
12,13. See aleo 1 Peteri. 22,23,

The resu} of this association of faith
and love—the morality of the new birth—
is mentioned in Eph. iv. 22--24,

In this scriptural exposition of the mat-
terin hand, nothing supernatural is im-
plied—and nothing thas involves the idea
of achange of nature. The process is na-
tural and comprehensible. The under
standing is first to be convinced, by on

preal o the evid of truth, that Jesus
is the Christ~—and whosocver thus belioves
is dorn of God. Not all-the excellencios
of the Savior's characterare immediatcly
perceived : but the new-born child of the
kingdom is enjoincd 1o grow: in grace and
in knowledge, until his heart is filled with
the love of God and man. Thenhe is
born from alove in o newand livingsenss
and it becomes his meat and drink to do
the will of God. Not by its stature, nor
the symmetsy of its branches, nor thevers
dure of its leaves, nor the beauty and frar
grance of its blossoms, is the tree to be
known—but 3y ite fruits. And tie faitk
of rig nEAD, and e lve of THE NEART,
cen best be testified by nignrroussss or

LIFE. :

Finally: The- modintorial kingdom is
not o bo delivered up o the Father unil
all. things shall be subordinatéd to Christ ;
and then God shall be all in all, 1 Cor. xv.
24,23, And weare certified that God hath

every knee should bow to him, and that
every tongue should confess that he is
Lord, to the glory of Godthe Father, Phil,
il.9—11. Thisimplied universal faitk in
Christ, i¢ associaicd with that.Juniversal
righteousnaes which can onlybe wrote by
the principle of love : ** Every kneeshzll

highly exaltedthe Messiah, to the end that|

Accordingly, the believers who enjoyed
the first fruits of the spirit, tostified that
not themselves only, but “the creature,
[rne wioLr mational cnearion] iteclf
atso shall be delivered from the bondage
of corruption into the glorivus liberty of
tbe childfen of God”" Rom. viil. 21:—

redemption of 1he universalbody of hu-
manity, verse 23 ; and the holy spirit of
promise which the believers possessed, was
an earnest or'pledge of their inlieritance
until the redemption of the-purchased pos-
scssion, Eph. 1. 14; 1 Tim.ii.6 ; Heb.
ii. 9; 1Johnil. 2--not the belioyers only
—(for these were-simply the first fruits)
—but the harvest also, THE WHOLE WORLD.
From this cssay the reader will learn,
that Universalists believe in a change .of
hoart, as well as of head and life; and
that they differ mainly from other Chris-
tians, in maintaining that this change is
rutional and comprehensible, and that, in
the Lord's own ‘time, it willbe wroughtin
evesy soul of the family of man. a.c.T.

W0 I8 A UNIVERSALIST ?

Thatth ds takes 10 t} Ives the name,
who 216 uot entitied t0.it, can potbe denied.
For, is that wan a Universslist, who is iu the coa.
stant practico of defraudicg and chbeating his
neighbours, and of trampling upon the righw
and-privileges of'othors ? No He, has not yet the
priticiples of out Lioly faith fized in his heart—he
has not yet learned the way of life everlasting—
hehias not been spiritnally renvweddn the inner
man, nor blemed with the: glorious influences
of & full ind perfeet knuwledge o Heaven's
trutht No—Aeirnor & Unirersalist !

Ixthat map & Universalit, whoso month je con.
tnually filled with ozths and cursing, who isin
the babit, daily, oftaking the name of God in

e

e
reduced 10 great siraits for wneans 10 oppose our

They waitedTor the adopition, o wit, .the’
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sentiments, when they concent to use sucl wes.
pomsin carrying on theie warefare. We déem
it highly complimentdry, that they can find noth-
ing betier1o bring sguinst us,— Whily the hearts
of all goed teen earnestly desire that ourdoctring
msy be troe, and eveu the enemiss of vurfaith
areobligedto pray for it. we bave litle tofear
ffom'the malice and envy of’ whé hate us
suly becanse of our fai In brining thetn
10 disciplios for (heir tranbgressions—N.- Y.
Christisn Masrenger.

UNSAFE DOCTRINE FOR A FUNERAL
OCCASION.

It1s conveded by all denominations, that the
Gospelissafe to preach on alWeccasions; and that
it is particularly adapted 10 the hiouse of mourn-
ing. Jesus,our great Master, took special caro
%o bind up the broken bearted, and comfort thoso
whe mourned ; and we should defame his doce
tnne to say thatit was uot directly calcitlated to

plish the same obj

Bat dare the advocatee of a partial salvatnn
make .an bonest application of their faithon =
funena) occasion? * We think not. No discrees
man among them ventures, so far as onr know
ledge axtends, 10 carry jt buttoits lagimate results
Aud whyt—fecause it would, in most cases
shock the moral sense of all his hearers.

Let usillastrate alittle. A woman, the moth.
erofalarge family of children,xnd the loved of
jive circle of friends, dies. 3he nover
expenenced religion, or joined & Chutch—and
although amiable in the ptation of
the word,"was nota fit subject of the kingdowm of
glory—orthodozy beingjucge. A Methodist or
Presbytasisn preacher iz called to attend the
fameral. And now, what can be say in herjfavor ?
‘Whatmwt be say, if he speaks the sentiments of
his creed? He must say there is no kope fur
her. Having never boen converteds-having
never experienced religion in the technical sensc,
suelay gone tobell. Buthe will notaffirm thes,
except bobe animprudent,inexperienced youny
man, for the veason that it would &1 the minds ot

vant No. Howsyet the kingdom. He
is 2o far from Universalism as earth from heaven
~—salvction hasnot yet come unito his howsc. No
—he is not 2 Universatist ¢

Is that mana Universalist, who manifests no
engageduese in behialf of the canse—who feels no
interestan its welfare, 2ud is notzealously enga.
ged in the propagation and deleace of the doc.
trine of frooand universal ealvation 7 *No. The
depthis-of his soal have not: y6t Leen lit up wilh
the gloties of Univ iy £pirit and
fying power have not yerentered into hug hoant,
Hle boe scarcely emtered the vestibule of the
glorious temple? No~ux @ xor @ Uricersa.
list?

That man, and that wan, only, isa Universaa

net

peofession and practice. Chat manis 3 Usniver.
salist who is continually alive 20 his duty—whois
cverfuand at his poat, Like a tried aud faithful
soldier of the Cross, and whoee (etenmnation is,
to fightths GoOD figh, and becp the failk!

A C- Bo

THUE MYSTERY CXPLODEDR.

Our Jets will recotioet-that we Ja

few weeks sinco, n very in)sterions accoune,
which appeared iu the “Advecate andJournal,”

baving Leeo-tweleo. years iu the Y, 13

of a converted Universali«t preachern, who after |

hish with borror.  Ho, will probably say
that he Jeaves herin the bands of ajust God.
‘True, be mmstleare her there, Lut thatjust God
will certainly send her to the pit of endless Je-
apaif, if his sentioents are corrects thislegitunate
cause abavo stated.

\

falisuch preachers were o apply therr faith,
s thay ought, if truc, onuull funeral occasions,
shey would soon be left without hearers. They
know this very waell ; and hence they are care-
ful to conceal 18 Cark features, and-lezve the
desuny of thosean zeferance to whomrthey speak
with genezal rewadis.of 2 cousolatory characier.

Those zssombdled to mingla their tears and sym

paibiesviitie bereaved friends wounld be startled 3t

list, who refraing from evil practices and vatious | she mention of endlees misery, ©s the fato of the
habits—whose mnd s filled with bighnud holy 4 coovaned, whatever sn:ght be their futn. - They
ampulsee to setion, and in whoae. faily, walh iy 1 conid-not bear 11 sfever soorthodox. Every good
presened a corresponding likenees betwesu g s fecling of theirsouls would risc up 13 sebellion

tag.ziun jt—and the spontancons ccy wonld be,

|
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4T hol theme ismsuiltd to thiz place ond occanon
But why unsaited if trus?  Hercis aguestion
for_others beside Un,vetsaiists 20 answer; and it
atseareful considerationy docs uot lezd to the con-
clenou that the peace-givingand heart-cheeninz
Gorpelof Christis uttery at variance with end.
Jesedeath, we shellbe deceived —Staran the N,

nxpocrisy *—or Nor?! -
Near the clote of Mr. Hobaan's last Lecturs

abopt taustenssl the wotld with certain devele
T ing Univerealists that veill naval
thosemade by the notorious M. H. Smith. 1t

bow, every tongue shall*Bwear—surely
Shall say, Tn"the Lord have- I rightcousness
and strength? Hsa, xiv.22.24,
Conformably;, the. primitive believers
could say, * Of his,.own will begat Ha us
with haword,of truth, that we should be
a kind of firsg fruits of His createres,
Jamesgi. 8., They.were  the firsifruits
unto God and the Lamb,” Rev. xivsé.—

nowt appears that this indwiduslis no
lesex perzonage than one Rev W. 8. Clark, whe
haying falien into bad repnta i our denomune
Yon, was dis-fellowshipped by she aine conven.
tion, 3. ycar ot tvo gines, « Hesubsequently join-
od the, Campbellites, with whom it is presumed
hestzidas Jong as he found it convenient, and has

inow wrned’ Methodist,. Fromrthe wara greete

10g that ho haaascsived, wa presyme thas hie will
need no otlrer recommendationr 10 their favor,
than a.wilingness 10 abues. Univeraglists.in e
most onsorapions -ands wnpiincipled uiinnor:

The fust fruits gro a samplo of the hare
yest. .

»

Vetly the entmiss alooe Mered fitimust be

geingt Uni lism, aflterusing Dr. Rice'sillas.
itation of the “disagreeing ‘Doctors,” 99 to 1, or
9930 1,the I thus e3p dhimeell:
arow, that, if Tbclieced<in Universalism, T wonld
nezer fell it even 1o t3y Wife, or to my child."

On hearing these- words—for 1 dul hear théin,
—the question itresurtibly frced itself into 1y
mind, How dowo know, 8ir, that jouareneta
Universalistrondy you scefit to coreral anddeny
your reshab et ? Wha g y can wwo
havo Ymbyou say, ordisbeliere xnything that yon
oppase?, *By what means can.wo know whither
youare yow an honest man, or a bypocrite, if, as
you*grom" you would not acknowledge your
faith in-Ulniversalism, even if you were convinced

reply e,

result ho 1s careful o keop 10 lumseil for the |

of.the trath of that doctrine? +1 pavse-fora -



