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Yet, after all, the actual death of these persons, violent,
and distressing, and hopcloss, as such deaths generatly are
—their actual death must not be considered as by any
means the extent of the evil of intemperance in any single
case. I have alrcady stated, that alihough intemperance
often beging with unconsciousness of evil, in connexion with
social feeling and benevolence of hicart, and often, too, with
high intellectnal advantages, it almost invariably cnds in
cvery species of degradation to which human nature is
liable—in falsehand, meanness, profanity, and every descrip-
tion of vice. Thus there is a bad atmosphere surrounding
each one of these individuals, which taints, and oftea poisons,
the moral feclings of those who breathe within it, Besides
which, every onc who feels himself to have overstepped
what the world considers as the bounds of propricty, feels
an intcrest in drawing others down along with him into the
same gulf. His influence is consequently cxerted over the
unwary, the trusting, and the weak, and often exerted ir
such a2 manner, that his death, awful as that might be,
would still be a blessing, by comparison, to those Le would
leave behind.

_And what shall we say in addition to all this, of the sum
of misery by which our land Is deluged, of the thousands of
widows, and tens of thousands of orphans, the broken-
hearted women, and the destitute children, the household
happiness destroyed, and the golden prowises blighted, for
which we have to blame the drinking babits of our country,
habits which are still sanctioned, in the commencement, by
the respectable, and even the religious part of the com-
munity ?  What shall we say of the waste of precious hours,
which has been computed at the rate of ¢ fifty millions per
annum, lost to this country merely from the waste of time,
and consequent loss of labour, owing to Labits of intemper-
ance P’ \What shall we say to the Y., uf useful lives and
valuable property, from the same cause, on the land by fircs,
and other casualties, and on the sea by shipwrecks?"
What shall we say to all these facts, for they are such—and
British women, however high their station, or refined their
sersibilities, ought to know that they are so—facts written
on the page of eternity, for which time, the very time in
which we live, will have to render its long and fearful
account.

But lot us not’be discouraged by dweliing too Jong upon
some of the dark pictures which this view of human life
presents. Even this melancholy page has its bright side,
to which wo turn with gratitude and hope ; for it is not onr
privilege to live in a state of society amongst which has
sprung up an association of love, whose banner is a refuge
for the destitute, under which all may unite—the rich and
the poor, the strong and the weak—for the purpose of
arresting the fearful nrogress of intemperance, and encour-
aging those who, under bodily suffering ard mental depres-
sion, are struggling to escape from the fatal grasp of this
gigantic and tyrant foe ? Yes, it is an uaspeakable privi-
lege to live at the same time that such an association is
gaining ground on every hand, enlisting numbers, and
gathering strength, as we fervemly believe, unnder the
blessing of Divine Providence, from t’ e same source as that
which inspired the Apostle, when he pledged himself to act
upon the principle which has become the basis of this
association for the removal of ir..emperance—** Wherefore,
said ke, 1{' meat cause my brother to offend, ¥ wil eat no
Jlesh while the world standeth, lest X make my brother to
offend.”

'ﬂ:‘ Qccasions for displaying the same ,cnerous disregard
of selfish considerations, for the benefit of others, frequently
occur; and instances of such disinterestedness sre not so
rare in the Christian world as to be wmatters of wonder,
But perhaps never, until the present ag., has this principle
been made the motto of a great action of philunthropy:
never before did thousands unite together for the moral
benefit of their fellow-mmen, by weans of an express abridge-
ment of their own liberty of indulgence. And, after all
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that ha= been pointed out as distinguishing this r.markable
period, perhaps nothing is inoro worthy of being regarded
28 its distinetion, in a moral point of vicw, thau this—that
multitudes have abandoned, not for a time, but for life, a
customary, innoeent, moderate gratification, which did
them, personally, no harm, on the singic ground that others
abused it to havm-—that ‘this liberty of theirs was a
stumbling block to the weak,” In this way an attempt has
been made to Legin the removal of & great wass of vrime
and wretchedness ; the renoval of which once seemed so
hopeless, that the boldest enthusiast hardly dared to dream
of it—which ha< so entrenched itself in the passions of men,
in their habits, in their laws, in their interests, that
laughed defianee at all opposition.  Against that evil, ths
principle of disinterestedness has been brought to bear; and
the ovil has begun to give way. .An illustrious exemplifica-
tion of the strength there is in Christian affection "

PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE.

——a

Nuaara, Sept., 1813.—The Temperance Assoeiation of this
District celcbrated the sccond Anniversary of 1t organizatn on
the Tthaast,, i tue smmediate vicinity of the Falls, a few of tho
particulars ot which I beg leave to coinmunicate.

The weather, in the merning, wag catremely uninviting ; the
heavens black with clouds, portending 8 continuation of the storm
of ram which fell the previous day, and dunng part of the night.
The unfavourable appearance of the morning did not dampen the
energnes of the exccutive, for

The ground, which was to be the great theatre of action fur
tho day, was occupied, at an carly hour, by « Comunittee of
J.adics, busily engaged m directing nind amranging the atmast cnd.
less vanicty and quantity of good things, which two long line of
tables were recesvang, these were surrounded by a bineer, sitnated
w a beautful grove within a short distance ol the Falls. West.
ward, stood another bower, with the same canopy and colums of
nature, enclosing and shading seats, for the accommodation of
several thousand persons, a large platform for the speakers, onc
for the band, and another yor the choir.

The arcival of the various societies, at different intervals, was
a scone of the most thnitling intercst:—The Chippuwa Socicty,
disembarking from a trumn of railroud cws, which the numerous
body cntircly occupied, came upon the ground with their rich and
beautiful banner, the advance guard of the tec-total host. Pre.
sently, the swelling music, from the Niapara Scceety’s band,
announced the approach of the main body ; und on they carae,

¢ An army truo and strong,”

The baad, with banners, followed by the Ningara Socicty and
banncr, with a bright array of flags, floating from a number of the
crowded carriagres; the S, Catherine’s Society and banner, with
its rural, poctical desigm ("F'he old ouken bucket] ; the Gamnsbory’
Society and banner; Beamsville Socicly and bunner; Notth and
South Pctham Societics and bauners, with approprinte mottocs
an¢ designs, jomed by other socteties, and a nunicrous train of
carriages fromn different sections of the country, until they extended
apwards of thrce miles of unbroken column, under tho excellent
I?unagcmcnt and dircetion of D. I'. Hayncs, Esq., Marshall of
the day.

’I‘}zeySpeaker'x Platform, in the Western Bower, at one o'clock
was occupicd by the warthy President of the Association, Jacob
Keefer, Esq., chairman of the meeting; Rev. J, Richardson,
‘Toronto; Rev. J. W. Baynes and T. R. Sanderson, St. Cath.
crines; Rev. S. Rose, Brantford; Rev. S. Wumer and J. Mus.
grove, Nizgaru; Rev. Goss, Lewiston, N. Y.; Jesse
Ketchum,: "Loronty, and Oliver Phclps, St. Catherines, Esquires,
two of thy pioncers, and still among the most zcalous friecnds and
advocates of the Temperance Reform in the Provinee; J. Bu.
chanan, Esq., well kuown as the Jate British Consul at New
York; Mr. W, L. Cameron, Vice President of the Associatien,
and President of the Niugara Temperance Society; Messrs, G.
V. Bungay, and J. De Bois, Distniet Agents; Mr. C. K, Fell,
St. Johns, and Mr. A. Bingham.

The speeches now charmed the listening throng: after the
Rev. Dr. Rose bad offered up a prayer, the chairman made a few
obscrvations, and mtroduced Mr. Buchannan, whose practical
remarks were worthy of the hunourable spuaker, being, as he




