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of the poorest savage, lie could stili recog-
iz a inanl and a brother, with a heart
beating resilonsive to bis own. ÀMIr. Geddie
.f;% as Nvell acquainted witlî the state of the

hecathen, us on(4 could bc without personal
contact withi them, but his intercourse ivith
th<o natives revealed a dept.h of moral de-
gradation l'or which even Le -%as scarccly
prepared. " Two practices especially excit.ed
horror. The first Nvas cannibalisrn. 0f
the 300 islands inhabited by the Papuan
race not one lias been feéund on which it
did flot; prevail. iNor did it cause them, auy
shaine. They either regarded it as a inatter
cf course, speaking of huinan flesh as their
"fish,> or they gioried. in it as the fruit of

some deed of blood. The other was the
strangling of widows. Every womau on
Inarriage had a stout cord twi ;ted round
ber neck, and in the event of the death of
lier husbaný'. it, -%as immediately used tu
strangie her. This was regarded as a duty
devolving on the nearest relative, and the
honour of ail connected was considered as
involved in the performance of the deed.
On the deaili of persons 'who had ne wives,
cthers were aise strangled, as for example,
a inother on the death cf a son.

As soon as the true na~ture of the Gospel
came tu be understood, as eutirely opposed
to, these and other practices of heathenism,
opposition wvas excited, and before rnany
monilis plots were laid for Lis life, froin
some of Nvhich Le had remarkable escapes.
Other troubles followed. In that climate,
the rainy season 'which lasts from. the end
of December to April is unheaitby. That
year it proved unusually se and the mission-
aries Lad net learned, as they have since
doue, to use tlie proper precautions. The
resuit was that most of the mission baud,
inciuding the easteru teachers, were laid
down with sickness, 31fr. Powell being
brouglit te the very point of deatli. This
excited the superstition of the natives, whe
regard ail sickness as fromn supernatural
caus3es. Then hurricanes swept over tlie
isiand doing much damage in eue of which
31r. Geddie's lieuse was unroofed. But the
mission at the same time began to experieuce
what lias been the greatest dificuity in the
way of this and other missions in the Soutli
seas, fixe opposition of depraved white mien.
]3efore- the arrivai cf the missionaries in
t1e iNew Hebrides unprincipled traders had

been attracted thither by the sindal Wvuù,l

trade, and thieir intercourse ivitlî the DtiW
wvere characterised by cruelt-y antibd a
lîc:entieusueýs. Thero ivas hn establishînient
cf this kind on Anieîtum wvheu 11r. uli
landed, and as the mission niecessarily ULI1kt
in confliot wvith the wickedness cf' tIiiuýc
corinected mitli It they were exciteti tu tht
bitterest hostility against the missionaiuc.
Thon tho man whom the chiurch lila-
g,reat expense sent as hiis assistaut fûeu 1'111
gfreas sin and becaine a scandai te, the cu,(i1.
and te crown al, wvhen the "John WIi!<
visited the island in SepLemhber 1849.)Mr
Powell, broken in hcalth andi discuiagud
in spirit, abandoned the field and left IiiuiitQe
prosecute the work alone, and that '- at the
very time," as lie said, "cwheu, cluuds
thîckeu around us, whichi will soutiiir uý
laVer burst'I, and the resuit wili bie ih, d,.
struction of the mission or tlie triuu.Ilh ci
the Gospel."

The situation of Mr. Geddie for the urnx,
three years was sucli as few mîssîuncr1t,
have beon placed in, either iu modern ur wu
may say any ether times, and sucit inc
missienary should be placed in. lle anl
his famnily were left alone, 1,500 miillu- froun
any missienary brotIItr or any ('lir,tian
society-iu the, midst of the fiercest swgs
or white men as hostile te the (;upui as
tliey-with ne regular rucans cf culîriiui-
cation witli any civilized societv andi wiiLk
eut any reliable ineans cf obtlaiiý even
Vhe necessaries of life. But lie cuuuinued
bis work with his usual euergy, and suufl he
begn to see evidence that his laI cur waz,
net iu vain. A nuniber of natives ri uuiuccd
their superstitions and waited upun bL*i
instructions, and a few gave evidi.nce ùt
feeling the power cf Christian trutil. But
with this carne iucreased. animositv ut natives
and white mien. Plots were formiel agpans
his life iu eue of whidh a young cunvert
obtained the crown cf martyrdein) aid -Mr.
Geddie escaped, as on various otiier" occ-
sions, oniy through the care of Ilimi wî-
hit given lis angels charge over bita. À;
length ou the instigation cf white iliun, h,
natives declared war upon the i.-ean
cemmenced destroying Mr. Geddivis Fpu-
perty. Hlappiiy the daniger was- ;lVerted4
before matters Lad corne Vo extrcmilties.
And flnally, under the saine instigaliuu, Ihe
tordh cf the incendiary was applîud tu hià
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