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TRAIN THE CHILDREN IN
BENEFICENCE.

BY W. H, H., MARSH,

In view of the haste to be vich, and the
love of that ense and indolence and fushion-
able dissipation which money enables men
to procure, and for which most men are
stmining every nerve, and, alas! many suc-
rificing every principle of honour,thencees-
8ity of beginning with the child, and of
instilling into him right views of the object
and use of weanlth, is obvious. If we
would have the men and women
next generation henevolent in feeling and

action, we must begin by training the

children «f this in the principles of bene-
ficence. 1f this be not done, notonly will
thepassion for wealth be, in the next gener-
ation, stronger, and more completely
overmastering than in this, but men will
be far more unscrupulous in the menus by
which they obtain it, and when possessed
of it will' plungo inte greater cxcesses of
vice and extravagance in its use,

The training must therefore begin with
thechild. Itis as important that the
<hild should be taught the right use of
money, as that its mental and moral edu-
cation should be attended to in any other
particular.  1f children and youth are to
remain uninstracted in this, there is great
danger ahead. TFor we are living in an
age when men are pursuing after money
with an eagerness such as they never knew
before. And they are engaged in this hot
pursuit, for the most part, not for the sake
of having thousands and millions, not as
the miser gathers, that he may hoard.
There is another objeet, no less
reprehensible indeed, but far more dan-
gerous to morals, perilling our social,
domestic, and civil purity. The para-
mount object is ease indolence, and un-
limited enjoyment. Their very surroun-
dings, the counversation they hear, the
doings and pursuits of men they observe,
and thevery spirit of the age excite chil-

dren to desire the accumulation of money |

as the great mission of life, because thaey
see that men regard true happiness as
attainable vnly by its possession. We
must therefure counteract this by training
the child.

In this work of tuition, the pavent, both
by precept and example, may do much.
And it is a matter of devout gratitude to
4iod that there are so many Christian
fathers and mothers who, by precept and

of the !

oxumylc. aro inculcating sound sentiments
into the minds of their sons and daughters
on this subject.  We would to God thoere
were many more—nay, that all who pro-
i fess to fullow Jesus would in this, as in all
| things else, train their children in the way
i they should go.  Many pavents have wept
¢ bitter tenrs, and have been hurvied by
roverwhelming sorrow to their graves, be-
i cause the money they so freely supplied to
. their song and danghtersbecame the occas-
fion of their ruin. And doubtless the
- most bitter reflection to such unfortunate
parents was this: they had never said one
word to their children about the right use
of money, 1f they said anything, ‘it was
of a contrary nature. They referred to
, money us o passport to  respectability in
socicty, a means of acquiring & more cle-
| vated station in social life, a means of
L appearing well in fashionable civcles and of
| enjoyingthe good things of this life.
‘ Money has ruined thousands, because
pnronts were culpable in neglecting early
to instruct their children that it 18 only
rightly used when employed for the glory
i of God and the good of men. Oh, thit
; parents—all pavents, but Christinn parents
especially—in  this money-getting age,
would think of this, and not forget to cul-
tivate in their children the principle and
habit of beneficence in feeling and action!
The Sunddy-school isin no one direction
doing a grander work than in this. The
extent to which it is moulding and de-
veloping the grace of beneficence as it will
appear i the next generation is incalcu-
lable. These children will not only bethe
members of our churches then, but they
will be our professional men. They will
bo our Lankers and merchants, our manu-
facturers and shipowners, They will be
our capitalists and our traders, and they
will give liberally of their substance, and
of the first fruits of their increase. They
are now hearing about missions, and about
the poor. They feel interested. This
feeling of interest will remain, and it will
increase with their years and information.
Now they give their pennies, then they
1 will give their thousands, and influence
; among their assuciates thousands more for
| the increased demands of Christian bene-
ficence. Z.et Sunday-school workers la-
bour diligently in this, These offerings
of children are destined to prove more
acceptable to God than we think. 1tis a
gloricus prophecy of the future!—The
Lord’s Treasury,




