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NED DALRROW;

TUEF YOUNG CASTAWAYS.

SN lhall ail Iliur more lie knew% tire Contents

of the. box. 1le had cnit and toril away
-' le< end< of il, .111l re.atbiig ini lvîînd aî

(1v/Cii or more paqteboard packages.
Ile drew ont farth and lit the canidie,

cagerly surveying tire pri.c. t %vas a pacLige of oat-
ieal.

lie pitilled a1 wry face at the prospect of .1 dry ical,
but lie 'vas litiigry, and tire kiowle.dge that lhe couid flot
starve wvith sticb a prolific store, miade liiii ledi relieved
and Il.ppy again.

But ani hotir later a ncw dcmand catised Iiimi tittold
anixiety. \An initolerablu tlîiràt hiad sei,.ed liiii». At first
lie grewv :darnid, then lie rteflectedl ilat almlivugh tire pro.
balîility of tilt storagc of water belvw dias %a cry re-

minle, soilic oi the nuinerons visks and liarreis arvtind
înîýght cotitain sainle îIis.aifiî~liqnid.

Il is iirst effort on a simaili ci:k I;td tigbitiv in place by
otiier parcels arotind it, %vas a f.iliirc. lie bored a1 bole
ini tie ie.id of tilt cask. A titiy streaili driîpeid front it,
a >trang piiigent adotir iîcrated tu liold.

i inr!'lie cjaculated. as lie liîa',ily plugged tri)
the tai>. "Ilettur nîo wvater thai liat.-

Nedl was tiot discaurai-ed. 1le iiiiîînediatcly beiccted
vue of tire larýgest barrcls. it wvas witb sorie difticîiltv

tirait lie Iîîenetraîcd tire licad. A ft.-% dropts fil on lits
iiand, and then ais it beccanie tu±zen on a smali btant,
lie apiulicd Ilus lips t< (lie orîh-1c.

Il Wazer , ,lie gisped, tiiiuiîtlamisly, a grateii boi)
escapiing liinii.

li xvas water, brackisi andI bitter to the taste, warin
anid ltip 1alitai>le, butt it asuge lis thirst. I le Stop-
lied tire stream with a wooaden pîeg. and sat dowl voir-
telnted.

Thie wvater %vas ut]loiltedly sutieral witer froin sortie

spriiîg ini Cal ifornilia, and its tîlîlieasant taste N cd
.îcrled to îosIeiiiedicminal qualities rep)re..esel 1>,

the i)reseiice of s1rong cbenîlicai eleilents.
i )a>' and night %verc alike to tire iniprisonced lud, bt

lie î'alctiiateti tlî:t steverai days iist have liasse(i wliei

tue minotauiy of Iik existence %vas brokeni tipomi by a1
iînuîb ler oif stratige aînd staraliîîg episodes.

1'%vicc tie siî bia( stoppcd ini sortie port, as lie
co0111( deteriîine froin tire mlotioni of the sainîe. Ile
iîvpud iliat site %vas about to tîiload lier cargo, but t)ire
hivld wvas apimarcritiîy nat visited.

It %vis, :eînîngiv, abotut a day iter the list stol) of
tire sii, tdîit îNd noticcd dixt lier coturse becaîne incre
crrmtîc. Site seeînied to progress more rapidly, and at
tîiesv %%Ott]( twist and roi] so tilt lie 'vas sevceral titues

fltnîg ecar across the narrow space lie occupîed.
III: catîid biear tire chaitîs multe anîd tire tiînibrs straiîî

aînd creak, anid lie fcarcd at one muiglity lurcli of flhc
Suiîaaiîcr tiîat the cargo wouild toplile over nd crusil li>.

Thlerc nîitist be a terrible storin riîg"lie mur-
itired, cîcrîdy

Ned wvas tin:mble to sieep, anîd %vas qtîite iii froin the
mîotionm of tie Neptunue, îvbîcli secid to bc strtigîiig,
witb a violent gaie at sea. lie stmddcîîly flt a percep)
tible inoisttmrc on the slipperv Iloor. It iîîercased to a
sliglit flood a fc'> mnomnîts laier.

At irst lie feared the barrul of watcr >vas leakiîg, btt
lie roundîc the peg intact. Mi'en, as tire water beealîîe
anlkie del), lie tittere(l a cry of avftîl dreid.

'l'litre cotild lie blut onle reasoîiable tilcorv as to the
lîresetîce of tie ivater.

'llie Nepittune lin:d spruiig ania, îd tilt %ater %vas
fast f'iliing tire liold.

Sealih lin a new% firni nicuîaccd him. lIn the face of
this îîerii. hîopeclessly ahildoning liijînseif to biis fate, Ned
I>arraw feui to lis kîees and lirayed long anîd fervently
for couri-c au'd clelivcranîce.

Stiddenly lie started, amni fixed his eve on the llnk
darkuess lîcl'ore bini. Ai>rupty beivre biis vision a dini
chinkl of liglît seteîiicd to appear.

It grev in itîminotîs radiaiiee, it outlirncd a square
space in the wvali of iiierciiandise. A box %vis wvitb.
driwn froin its place, anîd Ned, trantisfixed witlî joy, sa»'
two rougir faces appear beyond tilt opcning.
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