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En Route to Yukon,

Wrangel, Alaska, May 18,—The open-
ing of navigation on thoe Stikine river
is an event of great lmportance to
Wrangel and to thoso who favor tho
Stikine-Teslin ‘route into the Yukon.
Alter the lte went out a fow days
ago, tho sterawheel steamer Monte
Christo and the Courser started up
the river. An accident to the machin-
ery of tho latter, disabled her nlout
one huwdred miles from tho coast. The
othier boat carrying a good lond of
supplics reaciaed Glenora and mage u
clean run down again. The Caug-
adian Pacif.c rallway 8 stoamer plume-
lin, which had arrivea from Van-
couver, went up the river in a couple
oI days, tylng up at night. speat u
day unloguing at Glanora, ana jado
the down trip in a little over twelvo
hours. She msde the up trip with-
cut any assista:ice, but her own wheel.
She proved to be a, fine river voat in
a stroug curresnt.  Her length is 140
feet, gross tonnage 514 tons and will
carry one hundred passepgers. Her
commander, Capt. Insley, Is a veteran
in river navigatton.

The sternwheeler Elwood was  the
next arrival from Victoria and took
a loal) of supplies up to Glenora. She
18 165 feot long and has a  speed of
14 miles per hour. The Ugilvie, tho
flagxhip oI the C. . R. river squadron,
is the iast ta arrive and s an eleg-
antly furnished vessel. She Is 1arger
than the Hamlin and speeds along at
tho roto of 16 miles per hour when
burried. More of the Stikino fleet
are expected dally and when all are
in there will be over u score of them
in commission on this rumn.

The present rates quoted from
Wrange! to Glenora, 150 miles, are,
freight $4.0 per ton, passengers $20.
oIt is & pity that the success of this
routo shonld be jeopardized by such
rates, but no doubt they will shortly
be cut in twp. A8 to rates from Glen-
ora overland to Teslin Lake, there are
practically no available transport an-
imals there as yet and until they tegmn
to arrive, freightage will be Jone ior
speculative prices.  Orders are said to
be in for more than g thousand horses
for tho wagon road.

The provincial government engineer
at Glenora was endeavoring to hiro
twp hundred men to bridge the ’Cal
Tan river, 25 miles narth of Glemora,
and a smaller one farther omn, whero
it crosses the trail. He has @ force
©f men lmproving the latter as fast
as possible. The manager of Mac-
kenzie, Mann & Co., has as many wmen
ofl he can secure at the work of cut.
ting out the right of way along the
new railway line. There 15 every caill-
fidence: that the line will e built shig
summer. The trouble Is that it is
lato in Leing opeped for traffic. There
is little doubt that it will be much
travelled as soon as the sununer is well
on. Snow still lies om the bhigher
parts of the trail, but in the valleys
the grass is already springing up.
There is a good deal of feed along the
woy in seaspn, but grain will have
to bo breught in from the coast.

AMost of the argonauts who built
small Toats at Wrangel and under-
took to go up the river in them with
thelr outfits, have had to give up the
task and walt for steamers to take
them on. The water Is too high for
the present to make successful poling
and tracking a possibility. Dozens of
these toats iave been abandoned along
the way and will be left to rot or be
picked up by the natives. The wood
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choppers on the Stikine formed n com-
bine and asked $10 a cord for wood.
The steamloat men heard of it and
sturted in to wse coul.  Dhe price of
weot will tumble to five or six dollars
per corda,

Everythiag In Wrangel is at a stand-~
still awalting the outcome of tha rail-
way negottations now peunding  be-
tween the government of British Col-
umbla and MavKenzie, Mann & Co.,
except In cases where the parties seem
to huve a sure fechng that the line
will be bullt. The Dunsmuirs, of Vie-
torin, are having a large plle wharf
built northwest of the town. Other
people are carrying on tho work of
construction on DLuildings, ete. The
“shell men” who reniembor the rich
harvest reapad from the innoconts this
spring, are returning by twos and
threes. 1t is sald, nnd let us hope it
is true, that the new United States
marshali will not allow them to oper-
ate here.

The spirit of patriotism has burnt
up in this far off spot and a company
of volunteers is being organized to de-
fend home and country against the
Spatliard foe. It is raised by Lieuten-
ent Powell, who served with tho Brit-
ish army in thie Soudan, and later with
the Illinols National Guard in 1893.
The course of the war is watehed with
Intense Ifiterest by these self-exiles
from thelr natives states. It is of
more interest than the latest rumor
of a find.

If Canadlans wish to got and to hold
any of the trade of their own Yukon
territory, they wmust have an all-
Canadiai: route into the interior. It
is perfectly true that the customs
rings at Drea and Skaguhy are mak-
ing It so Irksome and costly for those
who buy their cutfits in Catada that,
those who have an experience with
them tell me frankly that it will pay
to buy the American gcods at the same
duty into Canada, than to pay the
convoyrs and custom charges which
the officials make on Canadian goods
bonded nacross the strip of Alaska.
They hiave every means of ovading the
spirit ol the customs luws.  Ameri-
cans themselves will tell you that
these officlals are perfectly corrupt
and can caly be placated by bribes.
T have no doubt it is perfectly true.
It i{s sald that the same vexatious
regulations are now to be put in force
in Wrangel, over the Stikine route.
A railway from Port Simpson to Glen-
ora ing on to Teslin Lake is tho only
remedy. If Canada cannot build it she
may as well drift out of the Yukon
trade nt once and hand it over to the

Americans.
. J. WOODRIDE.

The World’s Wheat,

The latest Mark Lane Express prints
the following Indlcnating  that the
wheat yields and supplies about bal-
ance, but that the deilelt I8 redueing
stocks on hand to very low totals. The
exhibit is given in quarters of clzht
bushels ¢

Average Average

CTODR. wants,
Quarters. Quarters.
United Ringdom .. 7,000,000 30,000.000
France .. . . sod 10.000.000 43,000 000
Italy - oo wen oo ..15,000,000 19.000.000
Germanve . .. 14,000,000 17,000.000
Austri-Hungary £,000,000 22,000.000
Russin ¢ e 13,000,000 30,000.000
Roumania ... .. ... 7.000,000 4.000.000
United Statos 60,000,000 44.000.000
Indin . .. 7.000,000 25.000.000

Argentina . 8.000.000 5.000 000
Netherlands .. . 4,000.000 8.000.000

Spain. Portliéa'l,
Switzerland and
Grece® .. . .....14.000.000 18.000 000

263,000,000 2535.000.000

Totals ...

981

Orops In  P’romise
1897, for 1898,
. Quarters. Quarters,
United Kingdom ... 6,880,000 7,260,000
France .. «. .. ..34,000,000 42,000,000
I.lnl.\‘ ceese e e -0.14,000,000 16,000,000
Germany e o 20013,600,000 14,000,000
Aunstrin-fungary ...21,000,000 23,000,000
Rusaln .. oo e 2,600,000 45,000,000
Roumania .. .. .. 7,600,000 7,000.000
United States ... ...60,000,000 65,000 000
Indin © e e 25,000,000 27,000.000
Argentinn - 6,000,000 9,000.000
Netherlands . 4,000,000 4,000.000
Spailn, Portugal,
Switzerland aund
e 14,000,000 14,000 000

Greeee L.

Totalx ... ......248,380,000 273,350,000

RESUME.
Twe senr's wants, 1897-98...530,000,000
Two yenr's crops, 1897-98 ...621,6:0.000
Preumed reduction gy stocks. 8,170,000

““It. may be added,” says the LExpress,
that returis of granary stocks both
at howino and abroad fully benr out the
aboave presumption. ‘I'he figurcs for
the crops of 1897 aro not estimates
made be.ore the harvests, but according
for 1898 are uf couvrge estimntles on pro-
sent promis0s fn all cases ¢xecept thoso
to subxequent deliveries.  “I'he figures
of Argentina and India, where the yields
have quite vecently bheen secured.”

Current History.

While the war with Spain is ab-
sorbing the attention of the news-
paper press Current listory (that ex-
cellent periodical for the busy business
man who wishes to keep posted on
pubhic matters) remains truo to its
purpose of presenting a faithful re-
cont of the world’s doings along all
lines, without undue exaggeration or
distortion. Tk present number. lat
quarter, 1898 reviews the Cuban jme
brozlic up to tho time of the sub-
miswion of the report of the “Maine™
court of inquiry; amd also covers tho
usual worhl-wide range of topies. giv-
ing a complete handbook of easy re-
ference on all questions and events
of the day., The political dovelop-
ments in the far east. the Hawaiian
question, Behring  Sea  dispute, the
problems arising out of the Greco-
Turkish war,tho Dreyfus  case, cure
rency reforms the Klondike, the Ding-
ley tariff and reciproeity. the rela-
tions «af the powens in Africa, Unlted
States and Canadian politics, the gen-
eral business  situation, progress of
scienee and mechanical invention. etc.,
ete.. are among the other prominent
topics presented in this valuable num-
ber,  Ilastrations  are very abuiw-
ant, Current History, edited by A, S.
Johmson; $1.50 a year; single nume
bers. 40 cents, Specimen pages free.
Now England Iublishing Co., 3 Som-
erset street, Boston, Mass.

Prosperous Manitoba.

There is no surer indication of the
prosperity of the people in a com-
munity thap when mortgages are
paid off and fmprovements made to
premives. More money was sSpent on
the Portage Plains the past two
years for uew buildings. improvements
and enlargements than for many vre-
vious seasons. yet the number of
mortgages discharged last fall was
largely in excess of the record of cor-
rosponding months. In the month of
Octobor the number of mortgages re-
lieved was the largest since estab-
lishment of the land titles offico here
and werp more than three times tho
number discharged in the correspona-
ing month of 1896.—I’ortazo la Prai-
rie Liberal.



