the economlical or commercial point of
view the department store is being
veliemently denounced as o f{raud and
a humbug. That it must be inher-
enily dislionest {s demoustrated in o
priori style. It has only to e as-
sumec that the average merchandiso
in which it deals cannot beo profitably
sold at a cheaper rate thait that
fixeq by the law of competition undar
the old system, and cliarged by the
regular denlers. The advertising of
geods {3 below this fixed price meaam
eelling below cost; hence cheatery of
some kind or zpeedy ruin. Elther vhe
goods are of luferfor quality, or they
arg manufactured and sold on the
sweantlng system, tlie necessities of
the workmen and women: being taken

advantage of, and they are
compelled to work at starva.
tlon wages. Geunzrnlly both vices

are sald to be combined. The purchaser
‘is in tho first plaev .hhusell ahcated
in his purchases. While thus Injuring
himself, he nt the sam> tlme, through
bis mean and dishouest desire to get
something from another less than its
value, becomes partaker in the cruel
and sinful injustice of wronghug <the
wotkers and extorting  their labor
without falrly paying for it, For it
Is undeniable, and the polnt demands
very serious consideratliou, that if the
proprietor of cne of thed: .stores Is
robbing Vot lhis employeas ad . his
customers, tliiose who patronize his
egtablishment must be sharers in, the
gulit, Mhe recelver of stolen or coun-
terfelt gomis iy rightly held to share
In the gullt of the countevleit or the
thief. On thls ground, articles writ-
ten in condemnatian of the depart-
mentnl stores are sometimes headed
by the more zealous-opponents of che
business  establishments In question
“Dhou shalt not steal,’ ant o on to

show that cvery one who petronizss

these:  stores violntes the
moral law,

* *“This Is one slde ol the controversy.
What pf the other? Says the con-
scientlous patron of the department-
al storo in effect: This reasoning rests
wholly on the avsumption -that  the
proprictor of the store in question
canuod procura | i3 gouds on such terms

highest

as 'may warrant hMm i gell-
Ing  them  materially below  the
current rate, without either

cheating uls customers wilth inferior
goods, or g:lading the faces of his
employees, I thls assumptica can be
shown to be lncorfect or unprovable,
the whole argument buased upon it
falls to the gyound, If it be true, as
the proprietor of the department store
wiil maintain, that by purclhasing
direct from the manufacturer, - for
cash, i1 tmmense uaiitities, thus sav-
lng the ccsts and' profits of middles
men; by saving large sums in rent

and taxes, and in the.cost of selling.

and disiributing, through hgving but
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one set of machinery instead of sov-
eral; by eelling for cash only In so
largo amounts that he can grow rich

on very uarrow profits, and by othor-

economles, then the departmental
storo simply takes thie rank witl other
labor-saving inventions, which lhave
wrought o radical, in tho opinlons of
most, beneflcent changes in all great
modern fudustrics.

“The controversy I8 o large one. Wo
have touched but ong or two phases
of It, hoplug to suggest themwby a
e of Investigation which may lead
the counecientious Chrilstian wlho earn.
catly desires to do the right, and who
Is, at the.saime thne, under obligation
to lve as cconomneally as possib'e,
within the Hmits of fair and honest
dealing, to a conclusion as to whetlier,
by patronizing one of those obnoxious
stores, e or slie becomes a} partuker
with clieats, thieves, awl oppre:sors
of thelr fellows,”

Along the C.P.R. West of
Winnipey

-
e ——

FROM BRANDON WESTIWARD.

Prosperity marks the busi-
ness Interests of all the towns along
the €. P. R. and especially at this
season, Nowliere 8 that pro-peritx
more marked than in she several
towns of the province of Manitcba
west of the city of Brandon.  Therd
war a time svhen it used to be g¢aid
thiat the proximity of these smalier
places to Brandoun- precluded the de-
velopment of any great stability or
solldity of busines:, much la:ss of hny
extenslon, 1t is different now. Any
such stntement would be far from the
truthi. The substantial character of
busfness and residential buildings and
public buildings too, the extent to
which huilding has been done, -the
stocks carried by the merchants, the
amotnt of trade done and the success
attaived by many of them, all go to
sliow that these towns had a future
and that future is expanding year by
year. .

ALEXANDER.

This town, only sixteen mites fromn
Brandon, Is a thrifty, busy little place
with & good trade.
neatuess and taste in residences and
chelr surroundings, tree-planting and
fuch are making Alexapder o pretty
{ittle town. This ts a very stroug
wheat market, there having 'win «oxe
aight r hine buyers on this. scason.
There are four elevators with a total
capacity of 114,000- bushels. The
amount of wheat expected to be mar-
keted this season is about 273,000
busliels, the bulk of which s now in.
Lust year the total market wag 825,
000 bushels, but the average yield per
ocre is lighter this year, not excead-
fng 12 or 15 busliels, the acreage under
crop remaining about the-game.,

Jhe evidence of -
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Amowz the buslness men of Alexand.
or are W. Dickeson, who has been hero
a number of years. He carrles a
large stock of goneral merchandise,
filling hiz large brick storo full. Xt °
is the only large stock carried here
and s fully as good as would be found

It a mueh larger _place. J.
Cieighton, who purchased -Blre
ley & Agar's  Block, is aiso

a general merchant, He is solling cff
his steek to go out of business, There
are two good hardwano gtores, Jas.
Forman and D, Mellgnliam, My, Fors
man g the lumber mircliant of tho
place and has also recontly wdded a
cmnplote stoek of furaiture. C. 8.
Tewchburn and G, Davis are cacll' ens
gaged In the drug business and their
stozes are both well appolnted and
well stceked. W, Goldsmitll deals in
flour and feed, and coal, and 19 agent
for the McCormick Co. Jod. Birtles Is
the village buteler, J. T Blair the
baker. Geo. R. Xewr has a good hiars
ness shop and « large stock, Alexw
ander is a lively sporting town having
a foothall team of widch they are
proud. The younger business men
men have a strong hcckey club and
all are this year interested in curling,
a club having been forned and o two
sheet rink having been bullt by A, Mcw
Nab in cgnncetion with his skating
and heekey ', There is a very res-
pectable planing mill  and nachine
shop at Alexander, built by A. White,
a lceal builder amd contractor. J.
W. MeLzod’s lgrge and tidy hotel furs
nishes good accommodation and near
it 1§ Iccated A, E. Birtl's livery and
teed barn. Some of the bulidings,
resicence and otherwise, are built of
brick and a fow of stone, The public
sehuol 1s a fino large red brick strue-
ture bullt four yeaks ago, ant in every
way a medern and convenlent buld=
Ing. It cost $4,000. The wheat area
gurrounding Alexander is known as one
of the best apd the numerous large
and handsome farm houses and pulldu
ings show the prosperity of the falr-
mers. L .
GRISWOLD.

This town hag aleo four elavators,
all of which lave bean taxed to the
utmost by the rapid wheat deliveries,
There lave beeh over 200,000 bushels
delivered so far amd fully 50,000 will
yot be market« Lere, the tutal tribu-
tary to tho point being reckoned at
about 250,000 or 275,000, The mer-
cliants and other business men are
well' satisflled with ‘the condition of
trade and one of the leads
ing mer stated that 1t was
as near being a‘“cash town” as any
he knew. A. E. Hill has been here a
number of years as & general merchant
and carrles a large stock and does a
good trade., He has another store at
Hartney. H. A. Scarth is another old
established merchant. HE has alarge
store and a good stock, aud isreckoned



