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Winnipeg, on account of smut. A great
deal of talk has bean heard about frost dum-
ago, but one yonr with auothor tho damag:
from smut has been greater than the loss
from frost, and what is most rogrettable about
this is, that smut is provontablo, whilo frost
jsmot, Last year, only aboutecleven per cent.
of the Winnipeg inspection roturns ropresent-
ol frostod wheat. Tho absonce of smat this
year ison indicativn that tho farmers used
ogtra cars in treating their seed wheat with
s!phato of coppar, b-foro sowing lat spring.
* *
¥

THERE has boon o disagreoment 1u tho past
botwoen tho Dominion Government ongincor
and the city ongincer of Winnipog rogard-
ing tho ¢1at of tho work which wo1ld bs nee-
cosiary t) overcome tho St. Aulrew’s rapids
in the Rsl river, bslovy Winuipsg, Kivas
Tulloy, an Ontario governmont engineer, who
recontly mads o trip along tho Rel river,
gives it a3 his opiniun that the proposed dam
aad lock would not cost over $300,0u. This
estimato 13 of coarse based on a very super-
ficial inspection of the river, but it agrees
with the_cstimate mado by the Winnipeg
city onginecr, who made a moro thorough
computation of tho ccst. Tho Dominion
government has put off all pressure from
Manitoba to construct tho work, on the
ground that tho cost would bs double or
troble this sum. Perhaps the new Liberal
government could be induced to mako o re-
survoy of tho river, at onco.

*

WaiLk undoubtedly there has boou great
loss in Manitoba this year from hail storms,
it is somo satisfaction to learn that the
destruction by tho big storm which came
early in August was not as great as was
representod, in some cases. Ous report from
Morden, whoro the stormn was very bad, says
that somo crops of wheat which were supposed
to have been entirely ruined, are now being
cat, and will yield cight to twelve bushels
per acre. After the storm The Commercial
intimated that it might bo found necesary
to as:ist some of the farmers who had their
crops destroyed by hail, to enable them to
continue their farming operations. This
may not ha found necessary, but if it is, we
are suro no one would gramble if the g vern-
moat should make a swall grant to assist
any really needy cases, It would nodoubr
have been better if these peoplo had been pro-
tected by hail insurance, but a3 they are not
protocted in most cases, the best will have to
ba made of the situation.
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Matters in Greab Britain.

Mr. Nairn, of the Winnipeg board of trade,
who recontly returned from attonding the
London Cunfcrence of boards of trade of the
Empire, has given the Winnipeg Tribune
an interview regarding his trip, from which
wo take tha following . ** He was very favor-
ably impressed with the feeling displayed to-
ward tho colonies by the members from the
British Isles. There appears to be a feoling
that the mother country should do more than
in ths past towards drawing the colonies
closer together. The idea seems to be that
this should bo lonein the way of increased
subsidies for steamship services, to telegraph
lines and works of & similar elass. As for
proferontial trade with the colonies thero
seemed to be very little hope expressed of be-
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ing nblo to do anything in that line so long
a8 thoe colonial import duties are so high.

Trado gonerally throughout tho British
Isies soemed to bo very good. Mr, Nairn
gpent a good deal of his timo in tho iron and
shipbuilding districts about Glaggow. Thoro
wero horo no complaints of lack of work or
hard timos gencrally, and as tho whole
world is supplyiLg commoditics very cheap.
tho working man can live vory economically
in great Britain., Contrary to general im-
pression, Mr. Nairn ‘ound agriculturo on o
fuirly satisfactory basis. ‘T'holandlords hav-
ing accpted tho inevitable and brought down
rents to a reasonablo level, aud tho crops bo-
ing good, the outlook for tho season is very
cheoring, In this conncotion ho visited the
southeast of Eugland, also in the contral and
northorn parts of Scotlaund, and strange to
say the only complaint ho heard was from
farmers in the extromo north of Scotlaud and
south of Eogland, who bo*h complained of tho
lack of stockers from Amorica. All cattlo
havonow to bs slaughtered at tho point of
importation on account of the scheduling for
fear of plourc-pnoumoma. If this wero not
so, and British farmors were allowed to feed'
Canadian cattle, the Canadian farmers would
bo nblo to got nearly as much for stockers as
they now do for fatcattle. A {armerin Fife-
shiro told Mr, Nairn that ho had to got a
number of calves for raising and feeding from
England, cisting hiva about £3(315) perhoad,
This will give & good idea of what 2 well
developed stosker would be worth.

Ono point which impressed Mr. Nairn was
tho grand systom of macadamized roads to bo
found in a!l parts. Not only in Great Britain,
but also on tho continent, Even in cities in
the iron district, whera drays carrying four
to five tons may bo constantly secn on the
streots, tho pavement is made of macadam,
aud seems to bo only more firmly imbedded
by the heavy traflfic. When roads aro re-
paired or mado, instead of allowing them to
bo beaten smooth by traflic, a3 was the case
in the old days, & heavy steam roller at once
brings thom into conditioa for traffic. Iu the
country these roads prove of groat bezefit to
tho farmer, There is a thorough system of
teaming on theso macadam roads by traction
engines pulling one or two trucks bohind
thom. A traction engine will haul out coal
or manure to farmers twenty miles from tho
city aud briog back a return load of grain,
leaving the favmor only the actual work of
the farm to d> with his hores. Each truck
will carry about four or five tons of grain,
and the engine will pull 2 couple of these into
town going up and down -hill without ditfi-
culty. These facts conceruing the use of
traction engipes woro learned by \r, Narn
in Aberdoenshire and from one of Lrd Aber-
deen’s tenants, aad thoss who kuow this coun-
try kpnow that if traction engines will work
thors thoy will work anywhore. This ought
to bo a lesson to us to put our roads across
the lovel prairio in such shape that they can
bo used in all kinds of weather. There i3 no
reason why wo should not have fairly good
and passablo roads everywhers at a moderate
cost if only the proper system of making and
maintaining them weore adopted.

As to mupicipal,managoment of the city of
Glasgow, which has attracted so much atten-
tion of late, Mr. Naira speaks of certain par-
ticalars which came under his notico and
which have not been noted before. One of
these was the system of municipal farms, In
ono caso to which his attention was directed
while going to the O1d Monkland Kirk, thir-
teon miles from Glasgow, the city had pur-
chased throo or four farms amounting to
about 650 acres. The land on the property
was very poor whon tho city took hold of it,
but having fertilized it withh stroot scrapings
and garbage, it has now become much more
prodactive. A switch from the Monxland
railway is utilized for unloading this garb-
ago, and also for loading paving blocks of

whinstono. whioh are quarried on tho farm.
Tho farm is alsn utilized for getting streot
car horaes into shape for work again and nlso
to provide worlk for horses no longor useful on
tramways. The wholo is under the manago-
mont of a practical farm manager, who has
made it a ‘paying concern like everything
alse controlled by tha city of Glregow. When
will our city corporations dun this continont
havo such o story to tell.
Mr. Nairn has bson frequontly asked sinco
his return as to the prospects for immigra-
tion, but from tho good stato of trade and
ﬁancml agricuttural prospects thore is vory
ittlo emigration to bo expectod from the old
country, Monoy spont in sending agents to
try to talk people into coming to this coun-
try is very largoly thrown away. They havo
gond and correct kunowlodge of what the coun-
try ean produse from what wo sond them,
aud the best way of inducing imwmigration is
to make the people here our agents by mak-
iug them moro prosperous aud contented by
%iving them good roads, better drainage and
ottor trado facilities all round. The letters
which prosporous and contented people sond
home will bring vut more settlers than all the
agents which can bo sent across the ocean.

Dairying in Manitoba
C. C. Macdonald, provincial dairy commis-
sioner, has returned to \Winnipeg after a two
weeks’ trip, in which ho speut one .week
visiting tho choeso factories in tho east Men-
nonito reserve, and the other week was spont

along tho lino of the Manitoba and North-
western railway visitisg tho cheeso factories
and croamerios at Foxwarren, Birtle, Eiphin-
stono and Minnedosa, Mr. McDonald was
astonished to see the improvement and ad-
vapcement that has been made by the Men-
nonites both in the quality of the cheese msda
and tho mode of farming gemerally. The
Mennonite farmers keep large herdsof cattle
and sheop, and it is o pleasing sight to seo
the cattle coming into tho villagos at eventido
to bo milked. Tho farmers of the different
districts omploy one man in each district to
hord the cows during the season and often
over two hundred head of cattle are herded
togother and are driven in each night, all in
one bunch. The Mennonite farmers are
nearly all well-to-do and they give all the
credit to mixed farming as the sourcoof their
prosperity. Thoy do not go extensively into
grain growing but depend chiefly upon stock
and dairying as a source of revenue and a
living. In this many a farmer indifierent
parts of Manituba, says Mr. Macdonald, could
take a good lesson, which would be to their
benefit. Among the cheese facteries visited
those of B W, Rinner, of Steinbache, and
that of Jacob Righr, of Hochstadt, are worthy
of special mention as to the quality of cheese
mar nfactured which is equal to any checsoe
made in Canada, X. W. Rimor has three
cheese factories and employs a chouse maker
for cach and porsonally superintends the
factories, visiting them alternately overy two
weoks. J. R. Leawen is in charge of Mr.
Righer's factory and is doing excellent work.
Both Mossrs, Rimer and Loewen were stu-
dents at tho dairy school last winter und;thoy
both loudly praise the efforts of tho leccal
government to advanco thedairy interests of
the province in establishing the dairy school.
A large number of Mennonite choesemakers
purposs entering the school next winter.—
Free Press.

The contract to supply coel t_ the De-
minion governmont institutions in Manitoba
and the Torritories, under the department of
public works, has boon awarded to the H. W,
McNéil Anthracite Coal company, Tho con-
tract is ono of the first and the largest so far
1at by tho new Liberal govornment.




