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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

WINNIPEG, aturday, Oot. 28, 1895.

A larger volume of susiness is certainly be-

ing done this fall 11 seasonablo goods than
for tho past two years. Retail merchants
have beon buying more freely in d-v gnods,
clothing byots and shces, ote. Collections,
however aro not as liberal as thoy should be
at this season, but all are hopeful. The grain
movement will not be erowded into a couplo
of months, as it was last year, but will bo
distributed over tho year, so that collections
aud cash business are oxpected to bo good
right alung. Bank clearings this week at
Winnipeg show an inccease of moro chan 80
per cent, over the corresponding weok last
year, which indicates tho larger volumo of
trade. Cattle shipments for the scason are
drawing to a closo. Exports of cattle will
show an incroase this season over last of fully
30 por cont, or more, The demand for labor
it still largoly in excess of the supply. Pro-
bably fully double the number of men will be
employed in the woods this winter, gotting
out saw logs, cordwood, railway gties, ote.
Considerably higher wages than ruled last
year is now being offered for men for the
woods. Traffic is very heavy on the rail-
ways, buth outward and inward beund, the
number of cars handled daily exceeding pre-
vious records here. The weather has been
very favorable for wecks now for threshing
the crops, but a good deal of this work romans
yot to be done. Fall plowing 1s also back-
ward, owing to the unusual amount of labor
involved in handling the heavy crop this
year. Buatter, cheeso and eggs have been ad-
vancing rapidly in price of late. The reenrd
was broken oneday this week in the number
of cars of wheat passing through Winnipeg
eastward bound, the number being '3 cars.
Thess were handled by the Canadiau Pacific
railroad alone, ard did not include shipments
out via the Northera Pacific railway.

In the United States this week bessomer
pig iron hasadvanced 81 per ton, ar.thracite
coal advanced 2jc per ton, whiskey advanced
at Louisvi le. Cereals woro stronger. Cotton
and print cloths were lower, aud there were
further declinesin hidesand sugar. Pork,lard
and coffeo were tower.

The total number «f failares in Canada
this wecek as reported by the Bradstreets
agoncy, is 86, as against 87 for last week ; 86
in theliko week ono year ago, and 38. 80,
and 83 for tho same weeks in 1898, 1892 and
1€91.
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WINNIPEG HARKRTS,

WINNIPEG, SATURDAY AFTERNOON., Oct. 26

[All quotations, unless otherwise #pecified, are whole-
gale for such quantities as are usually taken by retall
dealers, and are subject to the usual reduction on large
qQuantitiss and to cash discounts.)

CoaL.—Tho big coal companies in the
¢ United States continue to advance prices. A
{ telogramn this week says: **The Now York
;anthracito coal corpanies have advanced
: prices 25 cents to-day to the following :~Grates
:83.75; eggs $8.90; stoves $1.15; chestnuts
83.90. Yhese are f.o.b. in Now York. This
i3 the highest wholesale circular yet made
and anticipates the proposed advance on
Thursday poxt by Philadelphia companies.”
In Winnipeg dealers ars now begi']innmg w do
quito a business, the weather having been
cold enough this week to bring many stoves
and furnaces into reyuisition which have

-

been idle sinco last sprin%. The exypoctation
of higher 1rices later on {s alzo inducing con-
«umers to 1ay 1 supplies early. An author-
ity cstimates the coal coasumption of Winni-
pog at 80,000 tons of hard coal.

Corbwoon.—Cordwood holds fiem owing
largely to the great difficulty to got
cara to bring in sapplies.  Tamarac is
held pretty firm at $i. and pine mostly
at §3:50. Wo quote the following pricesforcar
lots on track here: Tamaruc $3.75 to $1 per
cord; pino $8.25 to 88 50 per cord , spruce $3
and poplar $2.25 to 82.5) por cord, as to
qualivy.

Dry Goobs, —Wholesale dealers report a
very fair trade the movement certainly
showing a liberal incroaso over the last two
yoars, Collections are not as Jarge as they
should be, but an early improvement 13
expected. The following advances aro re-
ported from the Ilast . Whits cottuns, § to ic
per yard higher. New Brunswick white and
colored carpet warps, le. Embroideries have
been advanced O to 10 per cont. Victoria
Jawns. wusling and all kinds of goods made
from Egyptian cottonshaveadvanced stightly.
Tinens aud canvas have been advanced v
per cent, Japanese silks havo advanced
from 15 to 20 per cont Domestic yarns aro
a shade highoer. and cacshmere hosiery, which
has advanced 7 per cent this season, is ox-
pected to make a furthor advance. In the
United States cottons were eusier this week
in sympathy with the declining market
for raw cotton.

DruGs—Glycerine is now higher than it
has been for a number of years. 'The big
advance in cream of tartar i3 maintained,
Borax is advancing sharyply.

Fistu—Finnan haddiesare dclower. [I’rices
are: British Columbia salmon, 12 to ldc;
B.C. hslibut, 123c; ILake Superior trout,
9¢; whitefish, 6¢c; pickerel, Sc: sturgeon, ¢
finnan haddies. 12c; kippered goldeyes. Stlc
doz. ; oysters. 82 for staundards and $2.25
selects, per gallon. Caus 535 and 6ic.

GrocERIES,—~The tvne of the sugar mar-
ket has beon easier since our last report. A
dechine ot 1-16c «t New York was quite a sur-
prise. in viow of the strong pusition of late.
bus it did not affect Canadian refiners’ prices.
The decline at Now York was thought to
mean an effort to weaken the market so that
refiners could buy stocksof raw a little lowoer.
A cable report this week saysthat the **Inter-
rational aesociation estimates the production
o1 sugar for the crop year of 1895-96 in Ger-
many, Austria, Fraunce. Balgium. Holland
and Russia at 3,680,028 tons. a falling off of
854,000 tons from the previous year.” A
provious estimate showed a decreass this year
of the European crop of about 1,160.000 tons.
Canadian vefiners quoted granulated at 43c,
aund yellows at 33 to 83c asto grade. Lob-
stersare very strong, and eastern advices re-
port an advance of 50¢ to 3L per case. nwing
to the light pack. Caunned peas are firmer.
The pack of canned apples is large and pri-
ces are tending lower.

GREEN FRUITS.—Winter supplies are
arriving freely, but over hall are grenings,
while the demand seems to be for red apples,
spies and baldwins being preferred. Suvme
more crabs were in, but they were more or
Iess spotted, and sold lower 1n comsequence.
No more are oxpected. Lomous are still very
scarce. ‘'I'he orange season has not « pened
yet. There are none in the market, and will
not bo for a fow days yet though soms are
reported on the way. Florida oranges will
be very scarce this year, in consequonco of
the damage to the trees last winter from
frost, and this will shorten the winter supply
of orauges, Prices are: lemons, $9 per box;
bananas $2.25 to $8 per bunch as to size;
Calilornin poaches $1.25 to $1.85 per box;
California and Oregon pears $2,25 to $3.01)
per box; apples, fancy early winter, such
as snows, kings, etc., $4.50 to §5 per barrel,

winter agples tirm at $3.50 to 88.75;
Ontario concord grapes H0c per basket of
10 1ba: Ontario whito Niagara ana Red
Roger’s grapes 630 per basket of 10 lbe;
Catawba grapes, 65¢  por basket ; Ont-
ario pears 6) to 90c¢ per hasket; Califoruia
vapes. tokays. S8.00 te $3.50 per crate:

Malaga grapes, $70U per keg,; cran-
berries, $935) to 810 per barrel; toma-
toes 70 w ¥ic  per basket; Figa, W4

ounco boxes, 1.R0 per dozen; now figs. 10
1h. boxes, 3¢ por ib; dates 7 to Tica lb;
Sweot potatoes, $5.50 per barrel: Spanih
onions, $1.35 per crate.

LEATHER AND BooTs aNr SHors—Hides
have declined { to 2¢ inlead ng Umted States
and Canadian markets, ana leathor as repor-
ted last week is also off coneiderably. Manu-
fucturers nre buying leather in small lots tn
meot immediate wants, fearing further de-
clines.  Thuws 1s causing an accumulation of
stocks in the hands of tanuers. and causes
anxiety among tho latter, which may lead to
further declines, though the stock held by
thom now is manufactured from dear hides,
bought before the decline, and & break 1n
prieces of teather would result it serous loss
to tanners. Shoo men are now taking orders
for the spring on price lists based on the top
price for lenﬁler. aud which are said to be 15
to 20 per cent higher than n-ices ruling before
the boom in hides and i . her set in, Of
course the remarkably high prices reached
were never expected to hold out long, but
neither tanners nor shoe dealers would desire
a decline just now—the former becauso they
hold stocks of high-priced leather. and the
latter becanse they ate in the middle of the
spring trado.

LuMseR —The lumbering companies are
now preparing for the winter cut of logs, and
men are being engaged and supplies are boing
forwarded to the wouds. Owing to tho
scarcity of men, higher wages ara being
offered than last year. Thecut of logs in
the woods last winter was the smallesy for
many years. Stocks have now been redaced
some, and as the prospect for business next
year is much better than it was this time
last year. the large companies will make a
much larger cut of logs. Indications are
therefore for an actite s2ason in the woods.

HARDWARBD, PAINTS, ETC —The folloving
shows the new list ou screws, as arranged by
the manufacturers at the recent mevting at
Montreal. The trale ldisconnts off the price
list are now as follows:—Flathead, bright,
77%; round head, bright. 72%; flat head.
brass, 75, and round head, brass, 70 per cent.
These prices make an advance of 2} par
cent all arvund. Metals are firm.  Advices
fiom the east report an advauce of 15¢ on
Canada plates. Tinued sheets would c.st le
per 1b higher to import now. Cotton waste
continues upward in tone. owing to the ad-
vauces of raw catton, and prices are now
ruliug at high figures. Linseed il is firm.
Glass is firm and in briskdemand.  Turpen-
tine is easier. _ Large importations of glass
a ¢ arriving. New hinseed oil of local manu-
facture is now on the market. The market
was bare of local made oil for quite 2 long
time. Suil pipe has beon advanced to tv per
cont of the list, which is equal to an advance
of 10 per cent.

Raw Furs.—Iuterest in the trade has been
revived by the holding of the regular fall fur
sales in London, which apened on O~tober 16,
and continued during the following days to
October 18. This closes the list of fur sales
for the present year. A cable report of the
salesays: *“The fur sales held by C. M.
Tampson & Co., were not entirely satisfac-
tory in point of prices. 65,000 African
monkey skins were offered, and 48,000 with-
drawn; 17 60 skins sold from 40 to GUc per
skin. African producersarereported to have
held out for higher prices, which accounts
for tho largo number withdrawn., The num-



