——

THE CRITIC 13

Protoria, South Africa, and is tho sorvice now used on the submarine lino
between London and Paris.

Aftor rome timo spont at the gold ficlds, during which ho niado and
lost copsiderable money, Mr. Wright was engaged by the Transvaal Govern-
ment to orect telegraph lines. In that husiness he has boen ongaged for
somo years, and when ho returns from his leave ho will ngain push intotho
Transvaal to tako up the work. Ho has built ecrosa Sduthorn Africa, from
ono point to ancther, mauy thousand miles of both tho tolegraph and the
tolophone. In this connection he has had many strange adventures and
not a fow thrilling oxporiences. Tho building of a telegraph hinoin Africa
is a moro diflicult task thau it is in this couutry. %he redeeming feature
is that men can bo procured in lsrgo numbers to assist in the work. Theso
men aro all blacks, but as thoy are hired from the chiefs of their tribes thoy
work diligently ond faithfully. Astowns are..w and far botwoon the tolo-
graph lines aro all strung in straight lines, or es nearly s reight as possib'e.
Rivers, lakes and mountains are crossed. From meony of the mountsins
Mr. Wright says the poles can bo reen stro’ching in an unbroken line as
far as the oyo cap sco oven through a powerful fiold glass, One of the dif-
ficulties against which the builders of tho telegraph have to contend is tho
revages of tho ants. They oat up the hardwood telograph poles and now
the authorities are puttiog down iron poles. Theso are impor.ed from
England and are hauled to their destination with the too's and supplies of
the covsiruction party in great ox teams. On some of the teams loads sg-
gregating 7,00V pounds are pluced and as many as eighteen vxen engaged
to pull it. Theso pationt animals are tho chief carters of the conntry.
The telegraph lines aro built with forty posts to the mile. Mr. Wright bas
strung wiresin Natal, the Orange Freo Ststo, Capo Colony and the Portu-
guese territory, and the work of boilding new lines is being kept up. As
fast as now places are opened to soltlement by the swhites the telegraph is
run to them and they aro thus kept in touch with the outside world.

Mr. Wright has been an intelhigent and obs rvant traveller, and during
his eight years’ rosidence in Afr:ica bas become thorough'y famiiar with
tho manners and customs of the native tribos, and has a great fued of in-
formatisn about tho country as woll as enough stories of adventure to fill
a librery. o coan talk the language of the Zalu, Busuta, Swazi, Tambuy,
Fingo and Macora tribes quito fluent'y, and says the Zulu is tho key to
them all. In 1886, whon on tha survey in Bechuanaland, 1I. Rtider Hag-
gard was with Mr. Wright snd his party furseveral weeks. They took him
from Barclay to Malf-king, whero Mantioie, king of the Bartlepins, resided.
Like othor African traveliers, Mr.Wright pronounces Iaggard's descri, tions
of African scenwry as atsolutely perfect. The great writer, ho eays, is a
vory pleasant travelling companion.

As rogards the goneral management of the native countries, Mr. Wright
says Hritish rulo has been the curso of South Africa. The= British are too
lenient in their treatmont of the nstives. 1io thinks they would have got
along totter with the natives if they had treated them in the sume stern way
tho Boers of the Trausvaal have. In that countiry tho blacks cannat own
property and aro not allowed to Jivo in the towns, though they are permitted
to carry on business in them They cannot walk on tho sidewalks, and io
msany other ways are kept in subjection and have absolutely o redress in
cages of ill tre«tment. In tho British possessions, however, the conditions
aro oxactly the roverse. Laws for tho proection of the native are more
sovoro that those for tho protection of the whites, and an employer f und
punishing a disob-dient sorvant is }iable to a severa pona'ty, no matter how
groat the provocation.

All the pative tribes in Southern Africa are despotic monarchies. The
kinga keep largo standing armies and rule with an iron hatd Al who in
any way 1ncur the royal displessure arc killed and their progerty confiscated.
Potygawy is praciiced among tho vativesand some of tho cbiefs hava several
bundred wives. The tribes aro very suporstitiovs and witchcrsft is bolieved
in. Whenover 8 momber of 3 roysl fannly dies a great commotion is raised.
A graod smeiling-out match is held to see who is responsible and the witch
doctor, af er working himsolf into a great fronzy, declaros the nemes of somo
of the people. They aro at once put to death. Inthis way all who stow
ovidence of rising in power ato got out of the way  Sometimes tho natives
hear of their fatoand fig. 1f thoy can reach a whito man the natives abandon
the pursuit. The fugitivo then becomes the porsonal property of his pro-
tector. Being unable to roturn home, he literally becomes the slave of tlio
man who siwed hislife. Mr. Wright has two such sorvants or Slaves,
Almos: all tho nstive kings now have whito men as advisors, but many of
theso, Mr. Wright siys, aro htt o botter than the na ives whosa bounty they
enjoy. When disoese of a malignant nature breaks out the pative chioefs
adopt horoic measures to siamp it ou’. Last wictor small-pox devoloped in
a cerlain krsal at Swazilsnd. The king heard of it and sent am impi, who
completoly annihilated tho krasl. Men, women and children were all killod,
togother with all their animals. Their bomes with all their contents were
burned. Tho discase however, broke out in an sdjoining kraal and it also
w.s totilly wiped out. In this way about threo thousand peop’o wore killed
ina fow aays. Simi'ar 1reatmont is resorted to whenover dissaso appears.

Asalready atated Mr Wright has boen up to tho southein borders of
Matabo oland, and fow whito men, ho says, have been further. Qld King
Lobenguls rules his country with an iron band and docs not allow oither
tho whi.cs or anybody clss 10 travers: it. The prorent difficu ties in the
coantry have been brooding for a long timo, and though they have culmia-
ated simeo Mr. Wright loft Afr.ca he does not tako any etock in tho reports
to egraphed to tho outside world th.t Co. Rhodes his beon successful in
defoating the king. It wul bo years to come, ho eays, beforo the English
can hopo to fight this great monarch.  His country is away up i tho inter
ior and most difficult of access. Approach by the Z.mbesi River would bo
tho casiost way, but oo that stroam Lobengula could so harass a party as to
mako thoir offorts unavailing,

Trom tho south it i3 noxt to impossible to onter his territory. A march
of about twelvo hundred miles would bo necessary from tho last milway
station, and much of it through tho country infestod by the testo fly, that
groat pest.  Neither horses nor oxen can be got to go wharo thie fly abounds,
and 1t would bo almos: impossible for any largo forco of mon to tramp the
distarco on foot. Lobenguls, Mr. Wright says, has been proparing to war
with tho English for about ton yoars. 1lo has a woll equipped standing
army of about 30,000 men and can immedistely enrol many thousands
more. ‘Tho Matabo'es are a fine, powerful race of mon, and splendid
fightors. Tho force under Col Ithodes is only a fow huudred, snd thora-
fore Mr. Wright did not bolicvo it had beon succossful. Thit tho nows
from tho country was unroliablo might be taken for granted, as the nearest
telegraph station, Fort Salisbury, was over four hundred miles from tho
borders of Matabe'oland, and to reach it an almost impassablo country
would have tob» traversed. . )

Mr. Wrigh told the roporter msny moro intercsting things about the
country and tho poople. It is a grost hunting territory and a groat coun
try for fakirs, who grow rich fleecing th: natives. Oo one occasion two
meon who were s'rapped wont around ard veccinated awhole tribe with a can
of condensed milk. They pocketed a large sum of money, and the poor
natives considered thomselves safe from small-pox. Some whites were
fooled by these clovor rascals.

When Mr. \Wright started for home in June last ho made his way from
tho Tranevasl to tho coast at Delagsa Bay. There he contracted the fever,
bus goon recuvered and securol passage in a steamer but had to leave it at
Mozambique, the discase having returned. Whon better ho started ugain,
bus was forced 10 give up at Zanzibar. From there he got to Aden and
thenco to Indis, where he spent :ome weeks with relativer. Ho wont down
to Tuticorin, the southern p int of India, a plsce whore it never rains, snd
then went up to Mudras and Bowbay. At the latter place he took a steamer
and, going through the red Sea, wont on to Autworp and from there to
Locdon, whero ho took a steamer fur Now York. Mr Wright reached
here on Tuesday. I:is about four months since ho left his African home.
Anybody interested in South Africa wil find Mr. Wright a veritable en-
cyclopedia. The land ia very fortile. Anything put in the soil will giow.
— St. John Glote.

A QUESTION.

How can we raise moie corn to tho acher* Why, of course by using Putnam’s Corn
Extractor. Putnain’s Painleas Corn Extractor has given universal satisfaction, for it is
sure, aafo and painless. Like every article of real werit 1t has a host of imitators, and we
would specially warn the pubilic to guand againkt those dangerous snbstitutes offered for the
genuine Putnam’s Extractor. N. C. Polson & Co., Proprietors, Kingston.
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DRAUGIHTS-CHECKERS S. Ross, Worcester, Mase.—Many

—_— thaoks for your letter snd enclosed
All communleations to this department gsmes. Yes. Gamoes of local pisyers
must bo addressed directly to tho Checker are always accoptable.
Editor, Mr. \V. Forsyth, 36 Grafton St. A. Wavte, Now York.—Yours re-
ceived and roply mailed. Tiy that
single corner.

SovroTION
Prosrey 362 —Tho position was:
black men 3, 20, 23, 25, king 24;

white men 6 15,19, 22,29, 31 ; whi'e Gade 243—* Kerso.”
to play ard win

o - 9 9 9 Une of 14 games recently played by
71510 2 A %_'1'3 C.H Freeman at Worcester, Mass.,.

25.-3 -_T7 3= 7 ~/ 2
og og 1(4; c’) 97 3.;' 97 9 gimultaneously. In this game S Boss
50_14 24_1'5' 7—1C w. wins a8 his opponent playiog the whites,

Of the 14 games Freeman won 10, the
rest boing drawn.

PropLey 364.

Auother of the problems gent {o 15 10—15 1017 2— 6 23—-927
the Liverpoo! Aercury snnual com- 22 18 19 15 8 4 6 1
petitions. We hope that NovaS:otia 1522 11—16 7-—10 18-14
will Lo%bo uprepresentedintiecon 25 18 20 11 4 8 It 7
tegt, 9—-13 7-16 6— 9 2781
B'ack mon 16 24, kings14,27.30 24 19 23 19 16 11 15 10

= ————————— 11—15 16-23 10-14 1418
I% % 18 11 26 19 19 15 10 6

o, —24 83— 7 14-23 12—16
P ‘28 19 82 27 26 19 6 2
4—8 1722 25-22 16—20
27 24 27 24 11 7 1 6
6—-10 13—17 9-—-14 2024
29 25 24 20 7 2 6 10
§—11 1721 1418 2¢—27
24 20 20 16 8 11 10 15
5— 9 2225 18—-23 dmwn
25 22 15 11 2 6
9—14 2529 1-10
22 18 11 8 15 6
. L____VAAl 1417 29-—-25 2218
White men 12,19, 23, 26, kiogs 3, 6. 21 14 81 26 19 15
o White toplaydand win. din.
ar solvors shou.d bo able to dis- - o e~y
cavor the win withoat moviog a pizce. gj@@ ' ’

EGREATI 1 e N
To CORRESPONDENTS R 3 SH“‘OHS
0. Mc¢GiLy, Yarmouth.—Your favor JHEBLS CURE. N
tecerved.  Thanks for your criticism  (SOUCH CURRY ———
of tho solutin of problom 360. Will - BS0EES _
attond to it next weok. o B S emadare

+Throats Scld by all Druggists on a Guamates




