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SADDLE~i 4 4.N SA R . fow long arc you up in îoivn for?" 'shc asked, as she settied herst
IlMr. Stade bas corne to say good-byc, auntic," interposed Miss Devereu

(ConUueIl "Good.bye, childi 1 Vhy he has hardly 8aid how d'yc do ? And i
havcn't Been hirn for months. I've got lots 10 say ta you, Mr. Stade

UPray don't mention il," rcjoined ]lertie, Ilit's one of the canons of the arn dying for a long gossip) with you. What day wili it suit you ta con
service that we must stick to each other; %ve did the best wve could for out and dine with us ?"
Charlie, but you know therc was nothing for it but India." IlI amn very eorry, but 1 hardly think thàt is possible. 1 have only t

"i know," replied Lettie, 'l but 1 amn afraid ha finds the lîfe out Ihere nighit and to*rnorrotv night in town, and shall bc s0 bus>, ali day that dirai
very duhI. wiii have 10 be a vcry movabie feast with me. Thero te, of course, a gre

. lNot a bit of il, Miss Devercux," rejoined Stade. IlClharlie is engaged deal ta do, and %v'e really are off ai once, andI ai very short notice."
in quite a lively pursuit out there ; be and haif the soidiers ln the Madras ien the conversation became gecral, and Mfrs. Connop was decip
Presidency apparently are engaged in hunting dlown the craftiest art1 -iost interested in the fact that the -th 1{ussars %vere going Io the sar
murderous old tobbcr that ever took to the roads TIhis Shere Ali ke.-Ps Presîdency that Charlie wvas in, and thiat there ivas a possibility of th
thern tramping continuahly up and down the Presidency, and seenis ac; young scapegrace corning across bis old conirades once more. Then M,¶
difficuit 10 lay hands upon as a WVitt o'-the-MWisp. W"e shahl perbaps get Connop, cver sanguine, began to speculate on the chances of Charlie gettri
there lu time to get a turn at hirn too." back to his nid corps, which she thought rnîght be tffected. scion aft xý

"«You, Mr. Stade! Wby what do you nrean ?" -- th Hursars got out there, and Gilbert Stade had 10 explain t0 bier that ii
"lAh i I forgot I hadn't tlid you we've gaI our orders for India ; and, Il'ar Office people wouldn't stand quite such a rapid shufflinc af the Ca:.

as luckýhas ti are going to thc saine Prcsidency that Charlie is in. We ara as that. Then Char!ie's affiairs wvere discussed, and lors. Connop. -Vats Ve
off in about tbrce or four weeks." anious to know il any progress bad been made .n their settlement, at

Then the conversaticn ratber h.nguished. These were two young people, wvas loud in ber expressionis of gratitude ta Major ]3raddoc, '-Or ail he h;
very desirous of saying 6omething to each other, and neither of tbern donc for hlm.
knowving exactiy how 10 begin. 0f course, il %vas ail rerrnarkably simple. Il11 really is very good*of bum 10 trouble himseif about Charlie's busine
Bertie Stade %vished Io impress upon Miss Devereux tat site really ought at ail," remarked the good'lady ; in fnct he don't desertre help or pity fin
not ta marry Furzedon ; white the lady on her side %vas equally anious 10 any one."
irnpress up)on hlm that she had flot the siigbtest intention of doing so. It "Uncie Bob is a real good sort." interposed Stade. "lHe took a fani
is aIl very ivell to smiie as a bystander, and say, IlAbs'urd 1 These people 10 yaur brother, you sec, Miss Devereurx, nt first start, and although 1 oi
could not fait 10 corne ta an explanaîfan at once." But havé you noa hc was awfully disgusted ai hie having to ]cave the regiment, yet he is alwa.
experiance of these comparatively easy explanaîrons not corne 10? Mava eîaunch and truc 10 those bc has once befriandcd. gI don't krrow whati
you neyer îbought, as you gained the street, af the thing you %vished you has donc about Charlie'a business, but I shall sec hlm to-nigbt, and i.
had said in the drawin--room ? And do flot ail of us lcnov that the corne down lo*rnorrow, and let you know ail about it. And now I must'
explanalion so easy at first becornes more difficuit day by day ? NowV, going."
LettiË Devereux had good grounds for thinking that Bertie Stade was rather Il MVy, l've scen nothing of yrout" cried Mrs. Connop, I1ve flot h
smitten %vitb berscif, and this seernod t0 make it rather difficult for ber 10 lime ta ask you about this business of Mr. Furzedon."
voluntcer the information that shte was flot engaged ta Mir. Furzedon. If l'1 don't think tbere is any necessity for me t0 say More than 1 b,
Bertie w.'uhd only afford ber the slighlest opening it would bc so easy ; but dor, -" replied Stade, with a .4 ,eaning gince at Lettice "the papers iJ
thcn, Bertie, an bis sida, flt that he couid flot congratulate ber. And that tell you ail about it before a fecw weeks are over. Gnoed*bye, Mr. Coni
was thc oniy way he could sec of alluding ta what ha supposed t, bre a good.bye, Miss Devereux," and as he bent ovar her hand ha said ln a~i
settled thing. toue, IlYou can't think how happy you bave made me," and then, Wrài

1 You will probably sec Clharlie, tiren ?" said Mliss Devereux, ait length, hearty invitation from Mrs. Connop 10 coma to luncheon to-morrow, Git'bc
witb that usual disregard of the size of ine country apî ta charactcrisa Stade took bis departnre. Not balf a score of words, and yet Ltrà
people ivho have never been there. DevereUX seerned quite as content as if shte had receivad a more cxp5ý

"IProbably," replied Bertie, "îbtough it rnay be sorne lime first ; and I declaratiàn.
bave corne t0 say ' good.bya,' -Miss Dlevereux ; andI 1 bave onc favor to ask
you before 1 go. 1 wrate a niole a short time ago ta Mrs. Conuop. I don't
knorv whether she showed it 10 you, but aI ail everits, I hope she ihl"CHAPTER XLI.

1~ have scen it," intetruptcd Lettie. IlStili, what have I to do witb il?" CHAfiL1'S 1rA1IISM OF FIRE.
"I only want you 10 beineve that 1 amn quite cettain af what I §ay tin ri,

andI that 1 ar n ot mercly detailing idie gossrp." Charlie Devereux was once mare upon the %war.path, aud he and L
"As I said before, 1 reaily don't sec anything in it that caucrus me." cornrades, likc bafflad bouuds, grcw tboroughly savage in the pursuit,

Glbert Stade was troubled. lt was evident that bc.could depend upon that perplexing marauder, Shere Ali. That 0the famous dacoit chic[ co
no belli from Miss Devereux. It was possible that ae rnight indignantly assemble some.hundrcds at bis back should be 50 %vill Wvas uaw well knDO'
refuse 10 listen ta any impittation an ber lover. But ]3ertie was resolitte 10 to tba ainthorities, but that bisi influence through the Deccan is a thingî
speak out. cari b. fia longcr borne witb is a tact thoroughhy i-ecognized. It is truc!

"I1 should have thought," he remnarkcd, ilthat you couid flot be indiffer- rarety galbera togather bis followvers in sucb numbers as ha can commau
eut 10, inaring that any ana yau bad lived upon friendly îerms ivitb ran the but thut ha cari put hinislf at the bead af a most formidable baud ait!
risk of b'cing brougial ta shamo. I have no wrsh ta dtscuss il ; but I tbought or thrca datys' notice te now perfectly undcrstood. His laclxcs arc th.-'
tbat, as ha had stayed aI North Leach, and was rntnmalc with you ail, you the aid Higbland caterans mn-aur awn country, wbo sailied forth upon thz
ought t0 know it." reiving expedilions, sped homcward with thair plunder, and then rapt~

IlWhy aught 1 ta, know it ?" exclatmcd MNiss Devcrceux iudignarntly. dispersed.
"Wby will you keep insistir.g that Ibis spcciaily coucrrs me ? If 31r. Shere Ali makes situilar outhursts in uuexpected localitics, and ther,i
Furzadon bas donc anythings rceusrlmyfbrornybths like mariner, disappcars 'vith his booty, and is apparently swallowe :p

ara thre paople y6u ought ta communicate %vith." the adjacent jungles. The marauder, too, h -s acquired a strange notond
It is vary rarely that loss ai lamper candtrces ta promote a good under- through ail that country. Information gtvrn daîrimental ta himzcif and'ý

standing belween people wbo are at cross purposas. But Miss Devareux's followèrs bas several limes becn punished witb swvift and singular barbari:
natural exasperation samcwhat cleared the air, and disparsed the fog iu The viliagers are shy of any allusion ta his wheceabouts or pioccedings,a
whîch tbCy were botb rapidly losrn g themselvcs. bis brigandage bas attairrad sucb an extensive scale as ta augur pitiful we

Bartie, lika bersaîf, was r'roi flot a 1:111e nettl.cd, atrd rI was sornawbat nass an the part af amy Governmant that faits speedihy ta repress ir. El
sharply that ha raîor:ed, "l 1 cari only say that, accordnug ta rurnor. anythnng the veteran Hobson shook bis benêt over ît, and said lu the cours,- of
affecting 'Mr. Furzetlon is likacly ta, bc mora -evcrcly fait by M1iiss Devereux varicd experience that Sharo Ahi was the inost aggravating cusiorner hal
than by any af F- farnity. I suppose I %vas wrong ta tauch upon the to deai 'vith.
suhject, but Cha:-..e and I wec staunch friands." "Wa hzve corne across him once," Charhie," bc said, as ility jo-

"I kuow that," rajoined Loîtia, gently "and you are only saying to, along oua morninz nit the head ai their now mounted m. n, "4or cisc, U,
me what you would have said tc0 him, had ha bean in England. But you're my woid, I should bagin ta tbink this was quite a le-endary chitÇltin;
under a misapprehensian, Mr- Stade. You bava hoard a-n absurd and r.rîhar ha andI bis rapparcs cUd shoot ai us once ; anaI we wcra very close r

anr.oying rumour that gc.t about last sczsot, andI for wbicb, btlicvc me, their îrack a fevi bouts aftarwards."
there bas neyer beau tire stightest foundatian." Il cs,'- rejoiucd Charlie Devereux, Iland the massacre ai poor yo

"'Do yau incan ta say," saitI Bertie eagerly, Iothat thcre is no engagement Biades and bis escart was a starling proaf of Shere Ahi beiug very m
between you andI Furzedon V" alive and an the ruove ; but the drcam %vil] coma truc, Hobson, I kno

",Certainly ual. I hardly understand myseif bow tha rurnor got about." ivilli; wc shahl carnte up .with hlmt at last ; andI than, if I know anvthir
IlAs far as I aur conccrrned, 1 bad it from yaur brother" the tempcr af aur iehlovs, tbey wiil bc rathcr bard ta, liold. Thcy
"What-frornChantie? Whcn?" bunted him for rny weary moiles, andI haard sa inany tales af the ai
Il Last spring, andI th4t is why I bave regarded it as a fact. W'hen a af bimsehf andI bis tolloivers. thai 1 dI rut think thcra wili bc much Il"

young lady's brother tclts you thc tb'ng is sa, yau miust admit you have it given when the day of reckoning docs came."
froni good authornty." 'No ; nor aekcd," said Hobson. IlYou will sec thesa fclaws u

IlVas, indced," replicd Miss Dlevereux; but who an carth coutil hava grirnly as a fox in a trap, aud witb a likc suarl upnn thenr lips Bul. 4
put îbaîinio CF-arhnc's ltaad ? I aim pcrfecily sure ii never nccurred ta himslt-f." '%vhaithr d uct- iî iii)? ihis 1i'nk- like buine'xs of -orne sortrl" And.&n

But banc thtir conm r-atinr w.îs initr)crnjtd ty meana-itranaca of unsp spnker. Il b%.,n 1'oinned inoane -of the ldv4nccti guard, -wha iras uidins
Ci nnnop, who ua ufifri&fi' cly glaId ta sec lier aid lavarite again, andI gave i.% îbt m a% fIxî as his horse cu d ce rry bnm.
Gibert Siade. a nio3z curdral weloumr- O Now, MVison, whar ns i?


