8 THHE C

rR1I1fC.

bigger than yours, in which case his thread will have a greater tonsion.
‘Thoso disadvantages ono must learn to counteract ; but theso aro details,
Thore ato two methods of fighting~tho pull method and tho /onte mothod.
In the formor, which is the quicker and moro skiilful of thoe two, you attack
the enemy by leading your kite by a deop swoop under tho other, and then
at a judicious timo pulling it o fust that your antagonist will fail to mako
the point where your throsd touches his loose c¢nough by lottiug out his
thread.  You havo a good chanco of cutting his thread thon. In tho other
method, which is more commot, and which requires great pationce and
watchfulness, you Jead your kite eithor over or under hie, and then let out
ho thread, in which ho follows. QOue has to bo caroful in this kind ef fight
ns to which of the two motions—the whooling or tho quivering—Ne gives to
the kite at difforont times. Tho chaunces of winning are incrveased by o
keenor edge, a favorablo broeze, or othor small advantages.  One might think
that, overything boing equal, it s a moro chanco thal you will cut tho thread
of your rival. But in this, as in mauy othor things which look simple and
seem to depend on chance, a good deal of cloverness and practico go to
make up a fair victory, An evonly matched fight in this method Insts a long
timo ; I have ofton spont two or three hours over it. And great is the joy
of winuing. Sometimes the kites go #o far that you cad hardly sco thom,
or it gota quito dmk ; in that caso the fight has to end in an unsatisfactory
draw.  With somo, kite-fighting changes from a pastimo into a passion. All
work, aud cven eating and sleoping, aro abandoned in order to porfect oue-
self in thisart And great is tho excitomont which follows a good fight ;
sometimes (fortuuately it is pot common) high wagersaro laid on it. In
smal) towns there are champion kite-fightors, who dovoto as much timo and
attontion to kites as some prople do to boating and wrestling. In kito-flying
thoro is no distinction of rank, or caste, or agv. Tho young and the old—
all tako an equal delight in it ; you do not como into closs contact with other
kite-fliers ; and, it being un inoxponsive game, anybody can indulge in it.
The kite-flying scason in India lnsts from March 1o Soptember, barring the
wet months. In Eogland the Lest timo for it would be August and Soptem-
ber, when tho weathor gets a littlo bit steady. All that you want is a fino
steady breozo in a clear atmosphore. In India boys fly kites generally in the
aftornoon, when it gets a little cool, for threo or four hours until it gets
dark, DBut thero arc somne who pursue the game at all times of tho day,
heedless oven of the scorching hicat of the noon. Others delight in watching |
the kite wheel up high in the heavens, as it glistons with tho soft sereno
light of tho Indian moon, which makes our nights clearer than English
November widdays.-—St. James' Gazetle. .
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A coal-box happened to get damaged a fow days back in a barrack some
distance from Iublin—tho soct of a district, and commanded by a full
colonel, I¢ was intimated that 1s Gd. would bo tho cost of repairing it.
But tho expendituro of such a Jurgo sum of monay could not bo left to an
individual officor, ovon of colonel’s rank ; s0o a board of officors was
detailed to sit on tho coal-box,and an officor of the Comnnissariat Department
was ordor~d to proceed from Dublin ns & momber. The travolling expenses
convected with tho nssembling of the board of coursv oxcvoded the value of

a now coal-box.— Broud Arrow.
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COMMERCIAL.

The condition of the wholesalo trade this week hus developed but little
change. Business continues to thrive in all dopartmonts, and a good, hoalthy
volume of trads has trauspired. Country orders have boon liberal, and
hopefulness is the prevailing fcaling. Prices genorally are firm, and un
improvement is looked for in most lines. Tho return of contidence is
already shown in stiffening of prices of staplo goods. Paymonts continue
to be fairly satisfactory.

In Europe tho political situation is very much strained, and that fact is
an important factor in making prices tho world ovor. \War rumors are rife
and nearly everybody belioves that hostilitics with a view to muking & now
wap of Europe, and perhaps a large portion of Asia aud Northorn Africa,
muat be inaugurated betwoen soveral, if not all, of the Great Powors by
next spring and possibly before.

On thie side of the Atlantic there is nothing that by any probability can
involve the nations in the wasteful process of fighting cach other or any
one olse. If, therefore, the Oriont choases to indulge in that most exponsive
of luxurios, tho Occident can calnly look on and make a handsome profit in
supplying food, clothing, arms, undy raunitions to the beligerents.

The foolishness of eome farmers in holding their produce back when
fair figures are offered in the hopo of realizing better prices lator on, has
received an admirable isdustratior in hops this year. In June, thero was a
slight boom in that article and the Ontario and Quobec raisers refused to
bring their hops to market, being persuaded that they would advance to
somowhere about 81 por pound, The agents of Bavarian and New York
hop-growers at once took advantage of this fact by contracting with the
various brewers in Canada for full supplies at prices ranging from 32 to 35
cents on the avorage. Now when Canadian growers have waked up to the
reality and offer their inforior hops at 40 to G0 cents, thoy find no ome
willing to buy or to evon look at them. In consequence it would not be
surprising 1o sec Canadian hops drop this fall and winter to about 12 to 16
cents per pound.

To show that the buoyant feeling of the Canadian markets is uot unwar-
ranted or unsympathised with by thoso rbroad, wo placo before our readers
he following, which we clip from a recent issue of the London Economist :

“ Thero can bo no doubt that trade is now improving. From neaily all

appear 10 harmionize with tho fact that lattorly tho goods' recoipts of ow
milway companion have shown - reduction as compared with the corres
ponding period of last yoar, If, however, its causes couldl bo traced ther
is littlo doubt that this roduction weuld bo found to bo due, not to a filling
off in the volumo of traflie, but to the reduction of rates, which, very
wisuly, both {u thoir own iuterest and in tho interest of thoir customors, thy
companios kavo granted, In realily, thorefore, the dooline in the reilway
recoipts is quito compatiblo with anch a quickening of trado as is reportad.
And thoro is futther oncouragement in what our Now York correspondent
writes as to tho condition of the Amorican iron trade. If, as lio says, the
Amorican makers are fully employed, we may cxpoot tho Amorican domand
to overilow to us and give a much-noodod atimmulus Lo business horo. Thore
thus seems good reason now to hopo that beforo long trade, snd tho trade
domand for money, wil’  ~coptibly inoreaso, and tho exporienco of tho last
weok lins shown that tho wnarket supplios of monoy are so little in oxcess of
curront requiremonts that it would not need much of an increase in thy
domaud to cause rates to rise.”

Tnon axp” Hanbwang.—Tho advance in pig iron has boon quite marked
during the past forthnight both in England and on this sido of tho ocoan,
and all descriptions of hardware show great firmnoes. Still buyers aro not
anxious to invost, and scom to think tho advance is moroly spoculative and
will not bo maintained. Wo canuot agroo with thom. Though awaro that
vast quantitica of iron and stesl remain unsold in tho hunds of the
producers, especially 'in Scotland, still soveral extensive strikes for hours or
pay have slready occurred and miore are impending. Thess curtail the
production while the demand and tho consumption -go on at a constantly
incroseing ratio, If tho demauds of the strikers are: complied with the
cust of production is enhanced. If not the output is reduced. In oithor
caso tho tendency is docidedly in favor of advancing figuros.

Breanstyrrs.—Tho local markets are well supplied and we swe- no.
reason to mako any alteration in our uotations at present. Stil} tiso. tone
of tho markot is woak and concossions have somotimes to bo mado.bo effect
stlos, DTeas and othor coarso grains aro remarkably low in England just
now, and are dull and hoavy in Canada. Wheat and corn continue to mect
deprossed arkets and thore is no apparent probability of their improviug
in the near futuro,

Provisions.—Tho stock of bacon is small and littlo is doing. New
comos forward sluggishly, and the call for old is merely nomipal. Hamsare
in fair demand and good meet ready eales. Lard prices are firm and the
supply bardly cguals tho demand. This defact will bo speedily remedied as
killing progresses. Pork ie quiet and prices rule steady.

Cnerse.—The market continues firm, but there are aymptoms that some
holders must break before long. Small men who have been carrying lots of
from 1,000 {0 5,000 boxas by the gid of their banks find a difficulty in
inducing *heir backers to, continue their advances, and if s number find.
themselves forced to scll out at oncs they must pull down prices and roay
bring on a disaster.

Burrer.—Good butter is vory firm, though prices have not Lominally
advenccd.  The shipping demand has besn larger, and this causes consider-
able stiffness to prevail.

Groceries.—Refined sugar shows a tendoncy to weaken and quotations
ore shiaded in actual transactions whero cousiderable quantities changs han?,¢
Molassclw has boen firm and is looking upwsrds under the influences » oteod
in our Iaat.

Tza aND CorrFiE.—Yokohama cables ropoit the tea market v ery firm
and pcices about 1 cent higher. Though our market has nrt changed
quotably, these firm cables materially aided sales and a good *,ysiness has
been in good request and very steady.

Frusr.—Shipments of apples to Europe contiuues to b8 yery large, and
good prices are seported from ILiverpool. Best solocted and ‘well-packed
apples brought 19 to 20 shillings there recently. A ca .go of dried fruit
from Denis and Malaga arrived last week, but it has n ot ‘as yet been put
upon the market publicly. The quality is reported to ? 4g excellent.

Live Stock is coming forward quite freely and, figures are genoially
unchanged. Some fine heads of fatted steers fruy, Hants and Annaiolis
Countios wero exhibited on our streets during th:y past weck, and eo7oral
considerable shipmeonts tb Great Britain have bev 3 made.

Ossrers.—A shipmant of 500 barrels of oysters was recently mad-
from Miramichi to London, It is said tw, these bivalves bring 86 ...
barrol readily thore. As thoy cost abomt §1 to 81.25 at the beds and
handling, freight, commissions, ctc,, wildys0t more than double the cost
there should be a good margin for profit i tho transaction. If this venture
proves successful it is probablo that it will be followed by others.

Fisu.—Tho wenther has not boen ver y favorable since our last issue for
handling dry fish"until the present. T,uring the past week th.re have boen
largo arrivals of dry and pickled fub from the coast, also from St. Pierre,
Miq. ~ All the fish that arrived have been placed at about former quotations,
and those from 8t. Pierro are selling at $2.00 per qtl., and are said to look
better than tho goneral run of No'va Scotia Bank codfish. There is no rea-
son why thy should. If our fishermon woald tako a little more pains in
washing out beforo drying it would make a vast differonce. There must bo
% vory largo quantity of Bank codfish on the coast to come %o market, cnd it
is too bad that on account of not teing a0 nicely handied as the French fish,
the Iatter should.tako the preforonce in our market, evon at tho ssme prico.

Sales of herring have beon mado in this market tho past fow daya for
the }[ontrea.l warket, but wo think this more particularly alludes to Labrador
herring, which we havo heard sold at $4.87} per Ubl,, f. 0. b. Horring aro
now reported to bo vory scarco on this coast, none being caught that we can
learn of. There ans beon quit n large stop of horring on the Amorican

our chicf industrial contres the roports aro cither that business is expanding
that an early improvoment is looked for. Theso reports, if true, do not

coast, but wo think this is all over, and the prico has advanced thoro.
Mackerel wero roported schiooling off this harbor on Monday, and soveral



