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THE ROMANCE OF A JESUIT.

From the French of Do Beugny 'Hagerne,

Cuarren IV, ceontinued.

After a poor repast, Marguerite agnin asked whether lus
decision was made and he told her that he was going to ace-
copt the mission.  He esplained to her that he would have
to be away i the provinees for some httle time, but that
she heesdIt would stay it her beloved Convent des Owmenuy,
where <he would he very happy.  This news about herself
gave her groat satisfiuetion for she desived to fish her stuthes
i order to be mn a position to gam ber own v and thus
cote 1o her brother's aid, instead of being o charge to bam,

The neat day, then, Charles preseated hunself at Mous,
Meynaudicr's,

*1 have thought over everything, and, for my sister s suke,
I aceept vour offer.”

“ | am delighted.  Yesterday evenmg 1 saw the Mimister
and told him of your hesitation, which he quite understood
aud appreciated. When I told him that 1 felt certum you
would decide on aceepting, he begged me to tell you that he
would andertake to recompense vou liverally.  When will
sou be ready to start 2"

« Not till my examinution 15 over. 1 bave but a few days
1o wait and when once that is over I shall be at the Mamster's
disposal.”

e examination took place and Charles was most sne-
cessful.

The neat day he presented himself at the deputy’s, who
told him that it would be necessary to mnke himself acquainted
with the impntations made against the Company, and  then
he would be better able to know where to turn lus attention,

« Da you kuow *les Piovincinles,” by Paseal 27

* Yes."

 Have you read any other books on the subjeet 27

« Not any.”

« Well, then, here are some books 1 have got ready for youn,
* Memaive de la Chalotais,” * Ullistoive d"Ollendorip,” * Frtran
des assortions,” * Monita Seereta,” e Read thetn carefully
amd come 10 see me again for your final mstructions,”

Threo days afterwards, evervthing bemg arvanged, Mar-
guerite returned to ** les Qiseanx.”  Charles having carefully
studied the history of the Jesunis in the writings of thewr
bitterest enemies, had heen informed i mnutest detal of
what was requived of him,

The ministerial deputy gave him a voll of 500 franes for
Iiis expenses, and an instalment of the salary allotted to .,
Lastly, he gave him a letter addressed to the Father Rector
of St. \cheul.

 We thought that perhaps you would not be admntted,”
hie saud in explasation, * without & letter of recommendation,
For a moment we feared we should have great difficulty in
procuruyz one. bat I remembered that one of my fniends had
lind some hterary business with an old Jesmt. | placed my-
self wm commmnication with the Father and represented yon
as a uew Paul, strack down on the road to Damascus.  Since.
according to their ow:n axiom, the end justifies the means, 1
told ki that not only did youn desire to hive henceforth as a
good Chitstinn, but that you even aspired to the honour of
one day belonging to the Company.  The good old man was
completely taken i, and here is lus letter to me enclosimy
the onc 1 have given you -

= ¢ Dean Sino— Itiswith the greatest pleasure tint § send you
the letter of mtroduction whicli you have asked for. 1 thank
Heaven for having allowed me to co-operate in assisting in
the sahvation of a soul which seeks to escape from the temp
tattons of the devl and the seductions of the world by wriving
3is Whole self o Jesus Chnst,

*tad will renard you, honoared sir, for lending vour aid
to tlus good work. 1 pray Him to bestow His choteest fuvours
mnd blessings on you, in this world and in the neat.

I have the honour to remmn, e,
Versost 8. J0

Cuavten V.,

Charles Durand having arrived at Amiens early m the day,
employed  few hours in visiting the beautiful cathedral and

the other sights of the town. At about five o’clock in the
evening he knocked at the door of the Jesuits residence of St.
Acheul.

He delivered to the porter the lettor addressed to the
Father Rector, of which he was the bearver, amd was ghown
mto a spaciots witinseoated  room, the whole furniture of
whneh consisted of a Jarge table and a dozen chairs ranged
agaunst the wall, Al around the room were hung framed
engrasngs representiag nerucifixion, 1 Madonna and various
Jesuit smnts. .

He was i the old college parlour.

Atter havmy glanced round the voom  he approached the
wimdows, wluch 1ooked vat on a tolerably large, paved convt-
sard, at the ond of which stood & large building having wings
ab night angls o sell. Before the Revolution this fine
strueture, in the Lows XV, style, had been an Abbey of the
Canons Regular of St Genevieve.  ‘T'o the left this bulding
and the one trom which Charles was gazing were connected
by a thud stracture, which was dull looking and bailt of
plam red brick.

To the mght there stretehed a second yard planted with
lime trees and in this yard stood a fourth building, quite
detached, wid as inelegant as the one to the left alvendy men-
tigned.  Calm and silenco reigned supreme ; no living being
was o e seen ! no noise to be heard!  Charles experienced
a strange sensation of torpor mingled with fear and for
moment abmost thought of taking to flight.  But be had gone
100 far to recede and must now continue.  Besides, he felt an
intense desire to penetrate into this mystecious und unknown
region.  Evervthing was new to him and he wanted to find
out what these men were doing shut up, as they were, night
and day in this Ingubrious monastery.

Were they passmyg their time in utter idleness ? in secret
debauchery ? 1 never-ending conspiracies ? or, as they them-
selves protended, did they divide their time between study
and prayer?

He would solve these problems by living in their midst,
but was there no danger in so doing ?  If he were found out
to be a spy would they simply shew him the door? 1is
rendmg had taught him to look on these men as eapuble of
any evune, as mathing little of assassinating kings, emperors

s,
or anyone else who attempted to counteract their plans;
would then these Jesmts, who for three cenwries had been
the insuigators of every political erime, hesitate at the de-
straction of a fool-hn Ty young mun, whom they had deteeted
w attempting to fathom their seerets?  In imagination he
beheld all the horrors with which Eugene Sue's romances
had famihanzel the world.

His romantic weas were put to tlight, however, by the
sight of an old priest, with an open letter in his hand, who
was crossing the court-yard and coming towards him.  Hardly
had he time to compose his countenance when the Jesuit
entered, and, suluting him, said:

| believe vou are Mons. Charles Durand ¥

* Yes, Father.”

* The Father Recior is veenpied just now and has sent me
in lus place, begging you to excuse him. Father Vermont's
Jetter mentions that you have some thoughts of entering our
Soctety.”

* Such is my mest ardent desire.””

* Have you already  been  acquainted  with any of our
Fathers.™

1 have never had that good {ortune.”

*You know notlung then concerning the formalities neces
sary to be gone through before entering the novitiate 2

** No, Father, but 1 am ready to go through with whatever
you may deem necessury.”™

** The old Father replied smiling . 1 hope von do not im
agime that we subunt cur neophiytes to anything like what
the free-masonsare said to impose on theie aspirants.”

<1 know notlimg, inagine nothing. 1 have come here
prepared to comply with whatever you may require of me.”

** My dear son, your dispositions are all that could be de
sired.  Our rule requires that an cight days retreat should be
made by aspirants to the novitinte, Have you ever made
one ?*’

* Never”

*Then the one you are about to make will have all the



