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As our system of Infuntry tactics has up to
the present timo boen so extremely mathe
matical in its charactor, and as it is ovident
that we aro on the ove of & tactical revolu,
tion, there is neced to keep in viow two
things ; first, whon a rovolution isimminent
there isno risk of ill considered modes of
carrying out charges that are advisable in
principle being adopted ; and gecond, that
the eftect of a revolution in which such or-
rors oceur is genorally to produce anequally
indiscrect rostoration. I say this, because,
from all one hears and re.ds about ¢ the
Prussian system,” it would sppear as if
many wore falling down and worshipping
the German tactics of 1870°71, with the ex-
catoment and blind zeal of devotoes, instead

of oxamining them dispassionately with a{ d

critical oye, and improving upon them if
pousible.  The success of the Germans does
not prove that their tactics were perfoct in
detail, it only proves that they wero Lased
on good general principles ; and the circum-
stances in which they were developed make
it most unlikely that they were completoly
‘matured and pérfected. For.they wero in-
“troduced aftor the war had begun, when it
"was found that the old mode of fighting
“would not do,and therefore they were adopt-
‘ed i+ the very heat of the struggle, when it
s not ensy.to elaborato a system, and when,
‘if tho system taken up, however crude it
‘might be. was found to serve the purpose at
‘the time, most probably it would be adhered
'to, as it was; for no General who found. bis
'systom doing his work efficiently in actual
‘war would be Itkely to try experimental ope-
‘rations in presence of the enemy. Besides
all tlus, there was no true opportumty of
*testing how tho system would work n detail
-in the event of disaster. It would be much
more easy to accept the new Germn tactics
.wholesule, had we had an opportunity of see-
ang how they worked in the case of an army
jobliged to retire under defeat. lad the
'French been sucoessful in a few important
‘engagements,it would then have been known
‘practicaliy how the Prussian sysiem was
swited to produce an orderly and well exe:
<uted retasat. Lacticsare as much, if not
more necded to provent disaster becoming
destruction; than to make success trium®
phant. Therefore there is need to be cau.
tious how wo adopt entiro, principle and  de-
tail together, a system, the character of
which is 50 nqvel that one hears 1t talked of
as ‘“swarms of skirmishors,” * systematio
disorder.” * organised disorder,” &o.&e. 1t
13 quiterevident, that just in proportion as
the principles of.the new.system. necessitate
disarrangement—i use this expression: ns a
ucre correct one than disorder~—so 18 1t es.
sennal that the greatest cara should be
taken to adjust the taetical component parts
ol an army, 10 urder as much as possible to
prevent disarrangement leading to disordor
in the true scpse. And i order todo this
1L 18 necessary to endeavor to find out; not
80 much whavis tlio best system, looking to
the peculiarities of the country, the nation,
and the army. Nauonal characterstics
must be considered. A system which may
be the best for an army rased by consm'ig-
tion wny not beso suitable for one ruged by
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voluntary enlistment. A systom adapted to
an army tho regimenis of which aro not
much moved about from place to place,may
bo mdst unsatisfaotory when applied to an
nrmy the regiments of which are constantly
being moved. Any peculiarity in the mode
of oflicering a forco may be an important
cloment in fixing the dotail part of its tio-
tics. And lastly, as the primary duty ofan
army in the defenco of the country to which
it belongs, tho tastical dotail of its system
of manwuvring should bo that best suited
{o tho poouliarities of the country, whether
theso be natural, or tho result of the mode
of Iaying out and foncing adopted by the in’
habitants.

It is most ennestly to o hoped that the
compilers of the next ** Field Exeraiso’” will
not adopt anything from 4he Prussian sys-
tom meroly because that system was in the
main successful, and this for t=v aasons,
Firat, because it is undoubtedly crude, and
not tested in & vory orucial manner, as the
French only fought against it when toa great
oxtent they wero already demoralized ; * and
second, because the dotail part of tactics
ought to yary in accordance with nalional
peculiarities and local spectalities. Tnus
oes not mean -that the details are to be fix
ed on merely because tho most smtable for
the particular country; but it may often
happen that‘there aro two ways in which a
matter of detail may be done, both of winch
would be beld egually good when considered
as to their suitability for general s:rvico,
but of whichono might Le vastly superior
for purposes of national defence, looking to
the peculiarities of a country and its people.
In such & case there could be no question as
to which 1t would be advisable to adopt.
And therefore I say again, it 13 most ear
nestly to be hopad, that while the tactical
principles which have proved themselves
good are followed, all matters of detail
should be separately and carefully. consider-
od, and none should beadopted axceptsuch
as, being suited for niodern warfare gener-
ally, are, at the same time, the best suited
to our special national circumstances.

I shall now state briefly what are the ge-
noral principles, as it humbly appe1rs to me,
upon which our mfantry tacties ought to be
based, in consequence of the altered condi-
tions resulting from the increased precision
and range of fire arms. After the principles
have been laid down, tho mode by which it
is proposed to work them outin dotail will
ba stated. In the first place, [ would guge
gest, as a fundamental principle never to be
departed from, that the company should be
a comaplete skirmishing body in itself—skir-
mishers, support and reseive. (I) Under
the old system, which is to be superseded,
in whioh skirmishing was only preliminary
to battle, and not a substantial part the
battlo itself, thers might be no harm iu scat.
tering a whole company into a long line
which often covered several hundrgd yards
of ground. They were not intended
to stry-out for protracted tighting. But such

* Sluco this was written 1 have seen in Colo-
nelGawler's latost work the tollowing.: =+ The
Warcaught the Germans ta thelr colamus, and

-thoy got somo startling lessonsg. It was too lato
lu practise the liuc, or to got their skirmishers,

hetter 1a hand, so, with admirable guud sense,
thoy adopted tho sftlrmlshom swarm. .
The suceess of the looso -and vory cxtended for-
mnu?ns adopted by theGermans,, . . was
rertalnly owing to the dvmornlization of the
Fretich,and thoe raw lovieswhich had filled ap
tho gaps {n their lli-provided army.

(1) Sincethe nbove wos written § have scon
the same 1dea strongly urged inan article in the
Stundard, which confirms mo in the opinlon, as
tho military articles of that paper aro undonbt.
cdly among the vory best that appear, aod are
evidently the work of a gnod master of the artof

' war.
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a plan is obviously uasuitable, if the ** swarm
of skirmishers " 13 to be, or evon may be,
tho fighting form of the actual and decisive
engagomont. [t is evident that thero is no
way in whicha company could be arranged
which would more prevent it being under
control of its captain, than Lo spread 1t ail
out into a long thin line, and engage the
wholo of it at once with the enemy.” If he is
raally to be, as ho ought to be, the controll
g spirit of his company when fighting, he
would need most herculean bodily powers
to cnablo him to run about so as to see how
lis long thin line was working, wheuover
thoy left flit aud open ground, that being
the very tlmo whon his control is most need-
ed.(m) Andhowever ective ho mit_;ln. Le,
he could never accomplish the foit of boing
in two places at ono and tho samo time. A
slicht undulation, or a clump of trees, may
shut out half his command from view, amd
while he is looking after his widely scatter-
red brood, the other half may get ‘astray al
togethor. ‘This was often illustrated during
the late Autuma Manwuvres, althoiigh they
were fought in_an exceptionally open coun
try , the long line of onscompsany in skir
mishing order often. got quite out of contiol
ofits captain, 1 consequence of the nataro
of the ground, aod somelimes a great part
of it disappoared altogether from his view
and was lost to him during the rest of the
fight. Andofien, from the same cause, the
line of skirmishers being 8o long, tho cou
nection between supports and large portions
of the skirmishers were totally lost,

——

{m) I bellove that In the Kaflle war, in which
most of tho fighting was in extended ordor, cap-
telns of companles suffored torribly from tha
over exortion ocaused by thelr having to 1ook af-
ter o wholo company extonded, nua often they
could not do it at all,

{Tobe Continued.)
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IS ENGLAND “EFFACED"?

Events change so rapidly that deliberato
Jjudgments are reversed by the logic of facte,
and questions fools put-but wise men oin-
not answerare seen to be silly and pueride
in tho light of subsequent disclosures. Ve
are all victimised by opinions and predilec-
tions, and when we are most vigorous in
assertion we are frequently less than gver
in possession of the turth. Take two ex-
amples. Russia has just published somo

‘papers bearing on the secret history of the

Crimean war. They show asingular delusion
as to the enmity of France and the friend

ship of England, What Russia feared mo-t
was not Great Britain, but the S¢cond Em

pire. Princd Mnnschikoff assumed ¢ a cer:
tain identity of views” between Russiv and
Ebgland. He was never more mistaken in
his life, a3 events have proved. Lord Aber:
deon drifted into war, and the English na-
tion was roused in condemnation of hig 1m*
becile administration. It meant to fight and
beat Russia, and it succeeded. The second
oxample is more -modern. ‘Two years ngo
cdriain impudent critics gabbled about* the
offacement of England.” They found be-
lievers, o5 even constructors of mermaids
will, amongst Euglish speuking peoples.
Gormany had crushed France, and wrested

} from ber the two brave nrovinees whaence she

drew her bést soldiers. England stood by,
consenting to tho gpoil,featful of the Teuton.

1droadiog tho Junkers,loving o1y her moriey

bags and ootton bales, Sincethen tho Aig-
bama and. the San Juan awards have goao
against us. Are wo one whit the worse ? Uur
critics are silenced, They .had a gaste of
English feeling whien the indirect clhime



