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conditionally, as they cannol be at prosent I'very faw hours moro the 40,000 met of the

supplied with arms and uniform. Those
corps would raisa the strength of the active
force to a total of 15,010 men.

The composition of the active forceis then
desoribed, aud its advantages to those who
havo served for three years as a matter of
choice, freeing them from all military duty
till all those between tha wges of 18 and 45
would lLe drafted—a very uunlikoly contin-
goncy—so that a man serving three years
would be practically free for life, and to
the present AMilitia Law is truly ascribod tho
removal of inequalitias in tho performance of
military service for the defence of the coun-
try “‘and of its securing the very important
advantage in 2 military poiut of view of ‘a
very large proportion of tho men through-
out the Dominion having undorgone a cer-
tain amount of military training."*

“From theabove statementitis cvident
that in the event of war suflicient numbers
of men could always be obtained from the
large militia reservo to swell the ranks of
the active force to any strength likely to be
requirad, for it is a fuct that the population
of the Dominion comprehends nearly as
many men within the fighting age as the
Southern States of tho neighbouring repub-
lic evar Lrought into the field, and tho men
of Canada, Loth morally and physicaily, are
not only cqual to any that the world can
produce, but in point of hardihood, manli-
ness of spirit, and fitness for military ser-
vice, are not to be surpassed.”

Tho remainder of this admirable report is
filled with a complete analysis of each arm
of tho active force and descriptions of the
inspections held by the Adjutant Genoral
on soveral battalions while engaged in their
annual drill; our spaca forbids larger quo-
tations on thesc veryinteresting suljects,
but the closing paragraphs of the report are
soimportant, in a political point of view, that
wo must give them in full:

“On a carcful cons.deration of the pre-
sent Militia Law, thera can be no doubt that
it insures a just and cquitable pressure of
the burden of military services for the ,de-
fence of the country on tha people, and it
will compare most favourably with the mili-
tio law of any other country, and certainly
with the Voluntcersystemn at present pre-
yailing in England waich cannot be sad to
Lo as cflicientin point olorganizition ; under
the existing Act, the .ailitia of Canada is ca-
pable of being developed, whenever the
country requires it, into a large and porwer-
ful army with the simplest, fanest, aud Lest
moans of swelliing the ranks of its active
forco from thevery large reserve of enrolled
men thero is in the country,

It is said that in Prussia, the War Minis-
ter has but to ring his bell and an army of
more than 300,000 men, fully equipped and
complete in all appliances, and in depart.
ments wich ampla reserves to refil its ranks
would be instantly ready at the call, and the
military system of that country i3 justly con-
sidered a triwinph of org mization.

“ Although, us vet, the military system of
Canada is in its infancy, it may basaid. at all
avents, with cqual truth, that, if required for

-the defence of the counury, the Commandor
in Chiefhas but to give the orderandina

If tho Adjutant Genoral hiad been a total.
ly unknown individual the Rules and Rogu-
lations and this report would Le quite suiffi.
cient to establish his character as an alle
encrgetic, skilful and scientific soldier, with
a thorough knowledge of his profession i
the very man to fill the position he nos oc.
cupies.

In a litorary point of view the report is
abovo the grade of thq Regulations, Bue
that was to be expected from the difference
of the subject matter of both, as it is easicr
to write analysis than formulas, Lut both
shiould be printed for general disiribution
and woregret thut it is not in our power to
givo our readers a moro extende i synopsts
of tho report. '

active militia, who ave, at loast, ndmirably
armod, would stand forth t» form the first
line of defence, animated with as much
courage and determination to defend their
Queen and country as ever was exhibited by
any nation, aud their ranksinight be hourly
swelled by men from the reserve militin,
But to enable the men of Canada to fullil
with success tha sacrad duly of defence suf-
ficient time for mulitary training ought to be
afforded them, the neccessary reservo of
arms and stores should be at all times avail-
able, and an adequate and permanent staff’
maintained to securo their training in time
of peace and their working in time of war,
Tho question of the n.aintenance and sup
port in a proper state of eflicirney of the
militia of the Dominion tv undertake the de-
fence of the country, depends ontirely on
the liberality of Parvlinment.’”

An appeadix {o this ablo military memoir
con'tains‘ the reports of the Deputy Adjutant
Generals and Brigade Majors, with abstracts
of Inspection reports, drill states, showing
the actual strength each corps mustered
during the annual training, and records of
rifle matches in connection with the active
force, the whole forming s mass of most
yaluable stafistical information which ought
tobe in the hands of overy man who could
read in Canada. This report from so dis-
tinguished a soldier as Col. P.Robertson-Ross
vindicates thoclear-sighted and statesman-
like mensure of Sir G. E. Cartier's Militin
Biil as a system of organization adapted to
the social condition and strategetical ne-
cessities of the Dominion; that in all the
great requiraments of a strictly defensive
military system it is as much superior to
that of Prussia as the social and political
condition of the people of the Dominion is
tothose of Northern Germany. As the Ad-
jutant General points out, iis provisions will
cventually permeat society with mlitary
training ideas and spirit and tend to render
the people confident and self reliaut in the
hour of danger- be worn, but the officer in commanid cin

The military system of Prussia was an ac'-l issuo an order dirccting forage caps to be
cident avising out of the restriction of her | worn over full dress tunies. It would apply
standing army at the peace of Tilsit in 1809. ! only to the local parades of the corps andis
Gniesenau the Adjutant to tho King of | not in accordance with the Queen’s Regula
Prussia, suggested short military service and { tious, or the Rules and Regulations for the
the division of the militia into the landwehr | Canadian Militia.
and landstrum, to which the trainerd sol- J. W, Belleville. —The Rules and Regula
dier returned after his short servicain the, fions for the Canadian Militia prescribes
active forcoexptrod.  The result was in 3; that under cerlain conditions Volunteers
forw years Prussia could put 150,000 500d | wwili bo permitted to wear medals or badges
soldiers into the field, expanding her trezty | won at rifle matches while in “umform. 1t
force of 40,000 men instantaneously. Since | is to be regretted that measures have ol
that periad tho system has heen carefully ; been taken to make those regulations ac
claborated to attain its present perfection. | cessible to every man of the force.

The Canadian Militia Law is a decided |
improvement on the I'russian system, re.
flacting great honor on its author, inasmuch ) . . .
as the system devised is free from taint ory Tue C:“\““’-‘-‘: LLUSTRATED News, is sus
suspicion of despotism, and from its own in- | taining its carly promise. In that of last
herent power, will, i the hands of suchan week theLeggotypes were particularly S"Wd:
able organizer zs the Adjutant General has | the cartoon on the last page excellent. I"ho
proved himse!fto be, create outof thapeople . @~ tiste ]“‘9.f"""5]’°'~1 as good sulijects as ever
of the Dominion an armexd nationality which | appeared in Punch.
might well assume the old Scotch motto, | Tnk New Daminion Monthly for April con
Noli me¢ tangere umpnence lasessil. tains some 1tercsting articles, and has a

‘e Morning Chronicle is mistalken asto
the object of General Lindsay's visit to Can
ada. It is not connected with tho orgamsa
tion of the Militia in any way. Sir Geo- L.
Cartior’s Militia Bill has enubled the Adju-
tant-General to orgenize the most effective
force in theworld ; and, valuableas General
Lindsay's services may be, Canade al present
does not need them. It is to be hoped the
wriler in the Chronicle did not read tho Ad-
jutant General's report,—if any blame is to
be attached to the nuthorities of the Militia
Department it arises from the fact that n2
measures have been taken to give all the
information connected with the orgunization
of the Militia sufficient publicity to render
such articles as that of the Chronicle un
necesdry.
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