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THE BIBLE CLASS.

PETER AND JOHN IN THE TEMPLE.
(Acts iii,—For Sunday Jan, 311.°)
BY REY, PHILIP A. NOBDELY, D. D.

After the extraordinary scencs of Pontecost tho Churoh in
Jsrusalem enjoyed a soason of rapid growth both inwardly and
outwardly, The plety and devotion of its members, thoir mutuaj
love, and the parity of sheir lives were suoch as to commend them
greatly to popular favor. Day by day converis were made until
presently the number had inoreased to about five thonsand souls,

THE HEALING OF THE LAMR MAN,

This bappy condition Iasted soveral montts, possibly a yesr’
wilthout any event of marked importanae oconrring to disturbe the
peace and joy of 4bo Churodh, Tas jealonsy and hatred of priests
and rulers seemed to bs dormant, for they made no sign that they
were aware of what was faking place in the religions life of the
oapital, But an eniirely unforseen event quiokly changed all
this. As Poter and John ncoording to their daily custom were
entering the tomple to offer prayer, a beggar atked an alms. The
man was forty years of ago, a deformed and helpless oripple who
had been Iaid at the Beautifal Gate of tho temple to seek charity
irom those who were paising in to thank God for the blessings
thoy themselves epjoyed. Insjead o glving him silver or gold,
which thay bad none, Peter took him by the hand and commanded
bim in $he name of Jesus Ohrist to rise and walk, How could
Petor venture to do this? Beoause, being filled with the Holy
Ghost, he spoke from a divine impnlee. That the power of the
risen Christ was operative through him was seen at once, for the
helploss oripple aroze, soized the hande of both his bonefaotors and
entored with them into the templo, ' walking, leaping, and
praleing God.” '

PRTER'S ADDRXSS SN TH® TRAIPLE.

Z « ocourrence 80 extraordinary quiokly drew a orowd of
curious people about the Apostles and the well known man who
had been healed. In an sge pecnliarly anperstitions, and when
wmiraole-mongers abounded on every hand, ths people uaturally
fook the Apcsiles for members of the same orafs, and were
asfonished at their power. Poter instantly apprchended the
{eeling, and, disclaiming the power attributed to him, he seized
the opportunity to declare the tzue Bouros of $has power by which
the impotent man had been healed. In so doing he presented
the olaims, dignity, and naturs of Jesus whom $he Jowish ralers
had put to deatk, but whom God had proved to be the Massiah
by raising Him from the dead and by showing forth thrcogh Him
the power by whioch this man was healed. This great truth cf
the Messiahebip of Jesus Peter thoreupon applied to his Jewish
hearere, who as sons of the prophets might properly be sxpeoted
10 rejoioe above all other men in the fulfilment of that great hope
52 which te propheta had spoken,

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MIRACLE.

Since thia lesson has to do with the miracle itsel rather than
with its historical consequences, wo note that it $ypifies the
relation of Christianity to human suffering. As the priest and
the Levite paised by on the other sido without assisting tho man
who had fallun among $hieves, so the great world-religious ignore
as far as thoy can the woes which they can neither understand
nor alleviate. Aloreover, as the beggar was unable to heal him.
self, and as he well knew that no human power could work
pbyaical perfeotion in him, g0 humanity Is helplesn and hopeles,
in view of the uriversal rain attendant upon sin. Lookingfor mo
releass from pain in this world men woloome any temporary
allaviation in the hope that death maybap will open ths door to
fairer worlds, Into the midst of thess bruised and perishing
generations of earth, groaviog under poverty and oppression,
hunger and famine, diseats and pestilence, carnage and war
‘Christianity comos like an angel of God. Bha locks all this ter-
rifio story of human woe in the face and dares to spoak not only
of hope for another world, but of help for this. OChristianity
knove= that sorrow anawers to sin as face anawers to facs in the
gises. Therefore she doeanod soek tomitigate morely ths estornsl
want and misery that are Iaid at ber feet, but to core the deep,
ssated inward malady from whioh oatward evils spring. Asthy
abundanas of spiritual power in the Apostles overficwed upon the
helpless begger, £o the folnezs of divine energy operates through
Christianity for the rademption of mankind, Christianity con.
templates nothing less than the redemption of the entire man,
toul and body, for this world as well as for the world to come
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When Jesas sent forth His disciples to preach Ho committed to
them the twolold Gospol of apiritual salvation and of physioa
healing, We may not be able to summon to ounr aid miraculons
sgenoies ag did tho disciples, but we are not thorefore lefl withous
resourcer, Beoause anpirit of world.wide synapathy andot loving
helpfuloess fastill the distinguishing characteristio of Christianitys
the earth blossoms in her path with hospitale, asylame, echools for
the deat aud blind, homes for the aged and iofirm, and oharitics
in & thousand forms for the relief of every phase of human suf-
fering. All tho resour<os of solence and civilization are drawn
upon for aid.

But it theso philanthropies, beantiful and noble au they are,
wero thoonlymeasures by whish Obristianity attemptsto alleviate
tho woes and wrotchedress of the world, the rellef wonld be emal}
indeed. It is beoavse Christianity doesnot work as the oircum.
ference morely bus in tho heats, beoauno 58 seeks toreplaco sin by
holiness, that it i able to guarantes to the individnal and to the
zace tho realization of & condition in which the rxalnous cones,
quences of ain ghall be overoome and displaced by tho beneficens
fruits of righteonsness, In thus purilying and swestenirg Jife at
ita souroo, it gladdens, brightens and gloxifics all the outgoings of
life. Destroying evil at the 2oot is better than miracles for un.
doing its fall dovelopment and accumniated effects.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOGL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lxssox V.—1ae Borexxss or PETER AnD Jonn.—JANUARY 81,
(Acts iv. 2-14.)

Qoroex Texr :—* There is none other name under hoaven
givon among men, whereby we must be saved.”—(Aots iv. 12.

Tixe aNp Prack.—A. D, 80. Jorusalem,

IntRODUCTION.—The present leason beginain the tomple, where
the last closed, and where the greas meeticg was held in Solomon's
porch. The two Apostles axo arrested and pass the night in
prison, probably in some oell of the temple oloisters. On the
morrow they are called befors the Sanhedrim, or great council of
ths Jews, f0 answor the charge preferred against them, and in
their presonce Poter boldly preaches the Gospel.

VERSE BY VERSE.—V, 1, ** They."—The Apostles, Peter and
Johp, ¢Captain o the temple.""—The head of the temple guaxd
which pressrved order in the temple, ¢¢ Sadduoces.”— One of the
Jewish seots who rejeoted the doot:ipe of the resurreotion.
¢+ Came upon them,'"—To arrest them.

V. 2. ¢ Grieved."—Used herein the sense of vexedor offended.
tPreached . . the resurreotion.’—They had declared that
Jesus had risen from the dead,

V. 8, ¢ Inaid handson them,”—Arrested them, Pat tham in
prison. ‘¢ Evantide.’—It was thres o'olook when they healed the
lame man ; it was now night. )

V. 4. “Heard the word.”—The word that Peier presched.
¢Bslieved.””—On Jesus. * The number of the men,"”—This is
generally understood as though the olanse were added, * besides
women aud ohildren.” ¢“About five thouneand.”’~Whether this
means that five thonsand men were converted atthis time, or thad
the dieociples now numbered five thoueand men, is unceriaino,
Tho Iatter is the probable interpretation.

V. 5. ¢“Ralers, elders, eto.’—It is intended to mean ths
classes that made up the Banhedrim, or greas council which was
now assembled,

V. 6. ' Annas, Caiaphss.”—Thers are the tame under whoze
leadership Jesns wan tried and condemped. Annas was the law-
fol high priest, but Calaphas, his son.in.law, had been made high
priest by the Roman power. ‘' John and Alexander.”—Nothing
is known of thom, but they appear to have been relatives of
Annas, ‘“Gathered together.”’—Assembled in counoil.

V. 7. * Bet them in the midst.”’—Brought the Apostles befoxs
the council., By what power, eto.’-—They would have been
glad to charge the Apostles with the use of sorcery. ** Done this.’
—~That is, healed the lame man.,

V. 8. *¢Filled with the Holy Ghost,'”—He received a special
inspiration of the Holy Ghoat to meet this cconsion.

V. 10. **By the name of Jesus.”"—That is, by the power of
Jesns, “Wkom ye cracified.”—They do not hesitate boldly to
bring this obarge against the council,

V. 11, *“Thostone . . . net at naught.”—Jeaus despised
and rojected. ¢ Head of tho cornez.” —The corner stone cf God's
home—~His kingdom,

V. 13, * I{one other name, under heaven.””—No ofhe: power
on earth,

V. 18, *“The boldness.”—Used in the sense of confidsnocs in
their caugs and in thsir mesange. **Took knowledge of tham."—




