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THE PAN-PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL,

The featservioe wasBttingly held in 8t. Mupgo’s Cathedral, Glas-
gow, and a most approprlate sermon waspreached by Dr. Marshall
Laug of the Barony Church, on tho Ideal of the Church and its
mintatry. Tro opoolog parsgraphs were partioularly stelking.

Oa tho 2lst of Novambor, 1638 sald he, that famous General
Assembly of tho Scottish Church, to which many leok back as
marking the Secand Roformation of religlon in Scotland, washeld
fa this anciont cathedral. Historians havo doscribed ths soeno,
the tumult, tho entrance of thoso miaisters, nobles, burghers, who
had besn commissioned to take part in the procecdings; tho
arrangement within the hosry fano of tho saveral constitueots,
The King'e High Commissioner, aurrounded by Privy Cousncillors
and Court offictals on the daie at the choir, oppozite him Alexander
Hendorson, tho wiso and intrepid Moderator, earls and barons in
tho contre, and tho ministera behind, and in galleries on either
sids tho sons of peers and others.  As mesaured by modern ideas,
i$ was not a large convocation. Thero was not more than 240
members ; but §t comprehended almost every person of distinotion
in therealm. The rudcness of the times was evidenced in the
swords aud daggers which were worn by many ; countenances were
atern and rugged, and spcech wae ofion fieroo and intolerant.
Was it wonderful that when for the first time after a lapse of more
than three decades a free and lawfol Assembly was summoned, the
hitherto pent.up torrent should pour iteelf forth with violenco?
There can be no question st least as to the thoroughnersof the
work that was done, The grave, hard-featured men who moet day
by day during & cold winter month braved the wrath of Royalty,
put an end to tho osoillations of balf a century betweea Prolacy
and Preabytery by deposing the ono and ro-establishing tha other,
sud fixed for the generations to come the eccleslastical governmant
of the country, Truly, as has justly beon «aid, *‘that Glasgow
Assembly was ono of tho nobleat, stropgest, most exolting
spoctaclos that Scotland has over seen.

Nearly 258 years seperate us who ars here and now gathered
togather from tius spoctacle. Doring all these years no important
ecclesiastical Council has been reocived within this moat venerabls
of churches. This day~—witnessing to the recoption of delegates
from many churches in many lands convened for deliboration and
followahip—connects in a speclal manner with 1638, but what a
coptrast between that date and this ! What a differonce in the
manner and the material of the Assemblieal What vast develop.
ments from tho little Scottish seedling are ovidenced! I do not
forgot that there are representatives of Churches who for all the
hlessings of their Reformed Curistianity are moat scaatily indebted
to Scotland—tho usht is rather on the side of Scotland to them,
But at all oventa a large proportion of our Council consists of thoss
who beloog to commuaions, larger or smaller, which indicate the
expanses of that sturdy Preabyterisniam whose triumph was
roalized in this very place! Where could the first words of
welcomo to the city of Glasgow bo more fittingly apoken; where
more appropriately could we sound tho notes of the conscionsness
whitch 18 to domnate tn all conferenco and discasaton; where
could we bo more pencirated with the sense of ** the General
Ansemblyand Chureh of tho firstborn who zroenrolled in Heaven,"
than {n & fane whoto stones are monuments of His glow, and where

s« Abovoe, beneath us, and around,
Tho doad and living swell the sonnd
Hozsona, Lord! Hozenna in the highest.”

At tho clozs he agats reforred to that historic scens in the
tollowing terms:

Fathers and brethren, at the close as at tho beginniog of my
sermon the spoctaclo witnessed 1n this cathedral in 1638 seems
agaio to conpsct with our convocation to-day. Ths essennial con.
tontions of that earlior time havo still their mguificanco ; but ** the
thoughte of men are widonod with the process of the suns,” and
woneed somo bigher mark of hight to link the past to the present.
1s not that higher mark indicated in the concepion of the one
Body of that wbich through all ages is being bmlt up and com-
pacted together ? Tho Awsembly of 1638 was the triumph of
Laberty, for although 1utolerance cast ita baleful shadow over
dcliberatione, it was the viudication of tho right of the individual
and of the communtty to think., It was theassortion of a Lordship
superior to human Principalities and Powera—tho exclusive
Lordship of God ovor tho conscience, Now, though it might be
too much to say that the rights of the individual can nevor more
be imperilled, yot. in tha aphere of religion tho danger is, not the
low, buti the licenso of lLiderty. The disintegrations of Prosby-
terianism aro a warning as to this. Wo need to be rominded that
the jadividual bolongs te a uaity; that the true froodom is the
{reodom to fol6l his part as a moember of that uaity in whole-
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hearted service for the common wea!, and In récoguition of the
grand regulating truth of tho one Body of Christ, Presbytery,
too, was victorivun 208 years ago; yot by that victory it beeamo
too much nationalized, Tho Catholleity of tho Reformatien.
whioch was ono of {ts nobleat featurcs, was obacured; and tho
contrifugal isolating tendency was accentuated in Scotland and
elsswhere., God in His providence has brought us to feel a new
contripstal force. The plantation of Ulster, the colonial expansen
of Great Britain, tho vast growths of ths mighty Amorican
Republic, the facilitea of interconrse drawing the Continent of
Europe closer to the Great Protestant nations, Eest and West,
tho exchangos of acholarship as of commerco—theso and othor
jnfluences bave becen ostablishing iutimacies which cannot but
move heart to heart by sympathy., This council is the aign of &
movemont towards the true spiritual, nnd it may bo said even
historical, cathohicity. The more we all come within tho aweep of
any such movement the boetter for us all. It is in o nsrrow
rectarianisin, a sectarianism with no wider horizon for its action
than the denomination—which is always conscious of the denomin-
ation—that bitter atrifes find rauk luxuriance, Catholio Preaby-
torianism §s not, indeed, the Holy Catholic Church throughout the
world ; but the more wo realize it, tho nearer and the more real
will bo the vision of tho one Christendom. That ono budy of
Christ which comprehends the great multitude that no man can
number of all nations and kindreds and people and tongues, and
its conscionaness will .
““Sweep liko the sense of vastnesa when at night

Wao hear the roll and dash of waves that break
Noarer and nearer with the rushiog tide.,”

CANADA AT THE GREAT COUNCIL.

At tho groat meeting of the General Presbyterian Allianco ag
Glasgow, the Caocadian Church wasably represented snd reccg-
cized. Rev. Prinoipal Grans, presided at one of tho sessions, aud
valaable papors and reports were read by other leaders of the
Oanadian Choroh.

Bpeaking oo the subject of praise and order of worship, Rev.
Dr, Cochrane saii whay was desiderated in Canada w8 a system-
atioorderot worship. A committoo was sitiing under inssruactions
£.0m the General Assembly to frams in part an ordexr of worship,
85 thas every ministor in a pulpit in Capada mighs know how to
protecd. He wished that there should be liberty of worship, but
~“ere wors many anthemns sung ia ths churches which were aito-
gether apars from wbat sacred worsbip shonld be,

MODERN APOLOGETICS AND CRITICISN,

The first papec in one of the moay interestiog and important
discussions at the council was entrusted to Rev, Prinoipal Mac-
Vicar, of Montresl. Hoe dealt with ** Tho relation between Philo-
sopby and Theology.!* Theology in an important esnss, hesaid,
was fandamentsally independent of philosopby. 1ts sudbject matter
camo not from a humaa bat a divioe sonrce, while philosopby was
wholly ths prodoct of man's mind. Biblical theology was Christ
centrio. Chrlas was par excellence our theologian and pbilotopher.
His manhood and intogrity were accepted. They proceeded upon
tho belief that He was a historical oharacter, and notan evoluticn.
ary oreation or myth or legend, that He lived and taughtatthe
timo generally agroed upov, sud that we hada suficient, authentio
acoonnt of His words and worke. From this faith in Bliainteg.
rity as a man camo the conolasion that He was Divine. Thiscon.
clusion as to His peraon and oharaoter placed Him in a unique
position infinitely above the zages of antiguity and of modern
times, and warranted us in régardisg His teaching 2s thorouyhly
original and independent of the dicta of tho philosophars of all
nations, He apoke not a3 & mere man bat as God, and with acon-
raoy, authority, and omnituds of knowledge, which at once vetoed
tho contentions of all who differed trom Him. This was theim.
pregnable fonndation of theology. Pasting on to consider tbe
indebtedaess of philosophy to theology the anthor eaid $bo history
of tho interpretation of mental and moral phenomena was one of
ondless confasions and contradiotiane. Systems of Biblical
psychology like that of Delitzsoch were few in number and littls
estcomed among matapbysicians, They serm to profer Psgan
witdom to that of the wiinesa sent from God. In epito of this
folly Chriet was the facile princeps both of philosophy and theo-
logy. “ Ho know what wasin man,” As ths Creator, it was io-
covnoeivablo that share should ba to Him any impenetrable or per-
plexing mystory in the constitation of min, and therrcognition of
this fact should be made the alpha and omega of avy philosopby
which wes to endare. Tho dependence of philotopby npon theo-
logy was specially apparent in ethics ; ond it was high time that
this trath sabhoo d bo fnsisted upon in the schools. Heatben views
of duty bad held away long enough. Noticiog in olosing some of
the forms in which philosopby aided and also ipjured theology, be
aaid tho aid was chietly in way of mental discipline, end theolegy



