
TIuE NATUxRE 0F A REVIVAL 0F RELIGION.

prcnching, there was the distinct and full exhibition of the peculiar work and the
proniised effusion of the lly Spirit? My impression is that, wherevç», there le
true revival, the divine Spirit wiJI be rccognised and preached, with peculiar fer-
vour and pecuiliar fuincs-thiat the nature of bie work 'wilJ lie explained, the
necessity of it enforced, and the gracious promises of it in the gospel vividly
illustrated.»1

Deacont.--" Undoubtcdly, I cordially ag;ýce with you. iBut thon the very work
of the divine spirit can be duly expiained or revivingly tauglit, only in connexion
,with the doctrine of the cross. A sinner can understand that his influences are
needed, that they are adapted to %York his recovcry, or that they enu le obtained
fromn on high, only by sceing Christ enthroned as a King and Higli Priest, to,
send the Coinforter to men-by seeing that a work of atonement lias been wrought
wvhich it remains for the Spirit te apply-by seeing that the grand, that the sumn-
mary design of what the Spirit does, is to testify of Christ, and to take of his and
show it unto nien. The doctrine cf the cross, if fairiy or fully preachied, if taught
in its j ust proportions, involves a prominent exhibition of the subj eot of divine
influence."

Studen.-" Does not the doctrine of the cross contain, in fact, a summary of
ail the truths of the gospel ?"

Deacon.-"l In a sense it doce. Paul dcclared it te be a display of ail that is
wise, and ail that is wvonderful. 'lThe Jews,' said hoe 'require a aigu, and the
Greeks seck after wisdom, but wve preach Christ crucifled.' By trcating this
giorions therne, ho displayed to the Jcw greater wonders than ever sigu. exhibited,
and to the Greck loftier wisdom than ever philosophy conceived."e

!Lerc7ant.-"l That however, appiies rather to the quality than the comprehien-
siveness of the doctrine of the cross."

Deaconi.-"l What say yen thon, te Paul's famous deciaration, 1 1 determined te,
know', or as commentators oxpiain the words, 'I1 determined not te make known
among'c you anything save Jesus Christ and him crucified.' Paul, wo weil know,
shunned net to deciaro the whole counsel of God ; and yet ho constantiy preached
the doctrine of the cross-preachied it as if lie had preached nothing else. This
is proof, surely, that if other subjects are not 8trictly included in this doctrine,
they at least cannot be understood in their connexion, cannot lie seen in their
respective proportions, cannot lie feit in their adaptation to man, cannot in fact
be discerned as niatters o? religieus faith, unles when exhibited. in the ligît of
the Redeemer's cross."

Bookeller.-" I strongiy suspect, that if any mati were te preacli with the ideas
yen appear te entertain, ho would rua any subject hoe treated into idle rhapsody.
To talk of summing up ail doctrines in one, scems te set ail system, and method at
deflance,"

Deacon.-"1 Dees it set system and nicthod at deflance te, say that ail o? a thous-
and day-beauis stretching over the whebe face of tle sky, radiate from, the sun?
Now Christ says, 'I1 arn the truith. The Comforter shall lead yoiî into all truth,
ho shall tes«ify o/fme.' 1 No man hath seen the Father at an y time ; the oniy lie-
gotten Son who is in the besoin of the Father, lie bath revealed liii.' If ail the
truths o? the g(,spei meet in Christ-if they ail meet, in particular, in the doctrine
of the cross-our very regard te systemn and method demanda that tbey shou]d be
taught in the course of a continueus exhibition of the work and character of
Christ as of the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin o? the worid. 0 there
vilI lie a revival in the daurdes, a reclaiming of backsliders, au arousing of
believers, a making alive of dead seultz, just in the proportion in which the living
part of the community, the faithful minister in the puipit,. and zealeus believera
in their conversation, imitate the redeemcd in heaven in giving impassioned pro-
rainence to, the giorious truth-' the Lambl of God was sliin for us, and redeenied
us by lis blood 1' 'lHo. is the Christ, the hope of giory,' said Paul, Ilwhoni we
preacli, warning every man, and teaching every mian, ia ail wisdom that wo may
present every muan perfect in Christ Jesus."'

'«Your view of the doctrine 'which revives," aaid a farmer, who cherisbed un-
qualified admiration of the sayings and proceediug8 of a inini8ter who acted a


