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IVIL4T ARE DOCTRINES FOR?

W E hiad arather ainusilig ilnswcî' to thi!
qte4t nfCW o-vcings.silice. %VhiIî

in a friend'% house, a gentleman called whî
wns a total stranger to us, but to wlholit ou~
friend iiitroduccd us in due course. Havin
shortly afterwards ta return hainc, our new
nacle acquaintance expressed his regret at ou:

departure, " for," said lie, "I1 would like t4
have a ruwv tith yutt ovrs the ductiiiey.' W
left as Suait as wve coul(l, for our new frieni
was such a stout and brawny specimen tha
we 'vould not like ta have bail a row witl
him " over the doctrine.-," or over anytîn
else. But aï we went, we cotild tint repress
amile over this idea of doctrines, that the1
were useful for belligerent nmen te kick upa
row about.

Now, that man is tiot alone in that view o:
the warth of religioun truths. There is
large class of mnen who are ba"n pugilists
But instead of using their fis'ts, they une theji
tongue. They are ever ready for an encouniter
The noise of battie, the catinonading of red
hot words, tliey delight in. To such spirit
the mention of any of the doctrines, or thi
venturing of any opinion upon theni, is liki
firing the finst gun, the signal for the fray. I
brings thein to their feet at once-as in th
caue of a Toronto clergyman sote little tim(
ago-to, protest ini the naîne of the Chu rch with
which they are identified agairist ti-a vicis
first presentcd. Thus throughi this unfortun.
ate inclination ta, pugili.ni, the most impres-
sive doctrines of God's word have been dis-
cussed bath by tangue and porn with a goo3

deal of anger and nialevolence. " Election,'
or "1perseverance," or '«baptisin," have been
the innocent cause of enmnity among men whc
ou<ght not to have been anything else than
friends. Indeed, it is mucli rarer to find men
talk cahînly over the doctrines, exceI)t they
happen ta view thein alike, than to find themn
growing warm, disputative, chagrincd, incen-
sed. It is toc, often found that discussion
turns intn personal hits, acrimony, abuse.

We take it, that the truths of Scripture
were intended for the illumination of aur
xninds, the sweetening of our hearts, th6 up-
building of aur character, and the coronation
of aur life. Doctrines are to develap everything
good ini men, and to exorcise everything evil
in them. But God neyer intended His truth
to bethe signal for a raw. And it is asad
(lisgrace ta mnen who proiess ta be influenced
by that truth ta use quarrelsame words either
in private or public discussion. Moderation
in statemetit, and mildness in tone, are greatly
needed in talking over those parts of Scrip.
ture about which there rnay be diversity af
opinion. Ood's truth is nieyer furthered by
the devil's agency. And acriituany and t usti-

ness and porsonalities carna up front bolow, obvinuf4 reouans an accounit of which ta thank
atid not, down f'ront abave. Could nmen alwvays our Heavcnly Father? 1 Vhen in addition ta
renieniber titis in their conversations, they thene considerations, wo arc called day byday
couilc oven diseuse -"the fivo pointa " witlaout ta inhale tho putre air, ta rojoico in tho light

*the slighitest endatigertiiit of Chlristian gond- of the squn, ta hava if not splendid yet suitable
will and poursonal friendship. WVhatover we elothing tapon our pcrsons, to enjoy aur sweet
(lo with " the doctrines," let us tiever allow honmes, wita their clean and warmi beds, their
ourselves ta use thein for purposes of rancur- coiniortable liearths, and their onticing plea-

0ous debatu and the inîterruption of kindly sures, there ins no year in the axperienco of

r sentiment. - __- -this country whiet we should fail ta, re8pond
heartily ta the cal to praisa the Father of

NATIONAL 1'HANKSGrVING. mercies.

-DAY lias been appoitited as a day of -«W1L4T 0F TUlE NIGUT>' 1o national thaaaksgiving. It in certain that Eeyrne fteCNDA NEEDN il
e ths lolidy wll b haleduiiiomtly ad b weare sure, read with interest the fuliowing tacts

1 observeil in a joyous and clevout inantier. To gieancd from the mission fieldis of the variaus churches
t the Christian houschold the occasion is a great of Christ throxighout the world. %Ve hope in future
i boon. Itelieved froiu pressiing toil andl secular to devote more space to ibis department than we have
Scare the father aînd mother cati gather theirbrnbitadinhtlst
alittie ones around the family altar, and there THE Japanese governmcnt has given permission to

anative publishcr to print an edition of Genesis in
r pour forth tîteir grl±eful praises for the gaod- Chinese. This is the first tinte it bas authorired, any
a ness of God in providing for their daily wants. portion of Scripture to, be published.

The churches will as8 usual present the de. REPORTS from the foreign mission fields of the Irish
f' lightiul spectacle of large congregations ivor- Presbyterian Church indicate great progress and

a shppiir te Gverof eerygoo andperectpromise for the future. The Jewîsh mnissicn is espe.
t. s ipp tîg the Giv r o eve y g >od and Per ect cially prosperous, and receives constant additions.

git with anc heart and one voîce. There AT a recent missionary meeting in one of the Con-
r will not bc wanting mnatiy who, are ton fre- gregational churches, in the neighbourhood of Bristol,

quently strangers ta the House of God, for ini aid of the London Missionaty Society, a gold

-there is in national thanksgiving an clement ring set with enicralds and pearls was droppcd in the
plate.

ithat appeals ta every beort. While many are THERE are twenty Christian chapels in Antananar-
eevidently flot touched by a view of h,% trants- ivo, a city of îooooo, population in Central Madagascar.
cendent lave ai God in giving His Son for re- Tht observance of the Sabbath day is rigerously kept

tdeniption iram sin, they cannot regard with there. No trade of any kind is perniitted and the

callous feelings the innumnerable, gifts af pr.shops are ail closcd.
THE Moravian Ch-trch now bas three hundred and

vidence by which they are sustaincd in heulth twenty-three prearhers engaged in missionary work,
iand strength. And while it inay be a Self- witb one thousand five hundred and four native as.

intere-sted, sentiment that leads themn ta the sistants, and bas made seventy-one thousand couver-
*sanctîîary on a thanksgiving day, Nwe should sions in heathen countries

acettheir presence as ant acknowledgment A NOVELTY in missionary e>, .erience is the gift of
* accept$500 to tihe Rev. Dr. S. R. Brown, as he was leaving

*of the value ai religious service, which ma.y Japan for America. Tht giît came from a Chinanian
bch the beginning of botter times for then in who was a scholar of Dr. Brown's ai Hong Kong,
regard ta the affairs of eternity. when hce was at the head of the Morrison School

In other years bhe people as a rule hava nearly fort> years ago, as a token of gratitude to bis
ai od teacher. Tht convcrts from heathenism seldoin

welcomed the national day of thanksgivîng, fail in expressions of gratitude, though few of thern ame
*wheh, perhaps, there was less reason ta repair able to express it in this way.-Msjo'ary Heralat
W'ith jubilant feelings ta the sanctuary than TUE foliowing incident is related by a French
there is on the present occasion. Loaking paper : A young lady arriving in France lait year,

bac ontims o gratcommercial depression, was so much delighted with the work dont by a Pro-
bac o tnie a gea testant missionary, thtshe ienounced ail expensive

the sufforing ai which was intensif ed by par- pleasures and costly dressing, and gave tht rnoney
tial failure of the crops, we stili feel there wias thus saved to his assistance. Site also sent him. ibree
mucli for whicbi to thank God. It is but an thousand francs to enable hini to remove bis meetings

view i th Divne bantiflnes , t a more eligible situation, ont result of which was
imperfect viwo h iiebutflethat bis hearers wcre more than trebled. Who will
that will only express itsolf in grateful words not (tel that ibis young lady is more beautifully at-
when the harvest bas ptoved ta be of more rayed in bier garnents cf praise, than when dressed
than average value. Evert when sorte staple expensively and mingling in the pleasures; of tht
food asturned out t, be less in quantity or capital?

basAT the latest dates -fromn England, says thet « Mis-
quality titan we had anticipated, ather articles sionary Heraid," the London Missionary Society was
that contribute iargely ta aur sustenatice stili witbout direct intelligence front Ujiji, as to tht
maay,,have yielded a greater than ordinary safety of tht mission party there Messrs. Souther
abundance. If with lms than the usual yield and Griffith, who, were on their way to0 tht inîtrior

of grains and fruits, there is ini general the en- wihD.Mle' otne hi ore rnM pwapwa after tht death of tht latter, and letters
joyment ai gaod health, if death has bcen Ions have been received (rom thent of so latt a date as
busy with young and promising lives, if the August 6. They have taken a more northerly route
dread pes-%Wence that stalks abroadatnoon-day, than is conimon, and they write in giowing terms cf
and like a reaper cuts down aur felwen their progress and tht character of tht people they

c Oni have met, describing thein as peaceabît, intelligent,
with unsparing hand, ib absent from. the re- and honest "0ur future prospects," they Say, "are
cord of hîtman calamities, have wo not many cheering in the extreme." The mission party of the


