1y THE CANADIAN

ALPACA.

Thete « ample evudence that m remote ages the inhabat
ants of Pern were acquatnted with the art of makmg cloth
trom the ghasy Hleece of the alpaca, as garments made of
tlne matertal have been found  wrapped round  mummices
which have been dug up from ancient tombs. It must have
taken the natine shepherds of the Andes many generations
to completely subdue the alpaca from its wild state, and to
rear - as a domesticated, fleece-bearing  animal —its  flesh
u.eful for food and s skin for leather  The Spaniards at the
conguest of Pery, who were acquainted  with  the wmanage.
ment of the nugratory Hocks of merino sheep in their own
coumtry, were astonished at the mmute and sagacious regula-
t:ons that were enforced with regard to the reanng of Alpacas.
Zarate, the dreasurer General of Peru in 1544, states that the
wool of the Peruvian she p v very good and fine, “pacticularly
that of the species vlled pacas, which have very long fleeces.”
I'he Peruvians wore well anare of the value to themselves of
the graceful Alpaca, and they endeavored to restrict the
ammal to their own country by the most stringent penalties
agamnst sty transportation  abroad. The gentle and  timid
Alpaca 1s a beautaful animal, ncarly six feet high, with a
tong gracefnl neck, an clegant and ercct head, and very large
black eyer 1t is generally black, or tawny brown, with its
hair faling on cach side the body m long locks. The alpacas
are kept w large flocks, which graze throughout the year on
the bleak and nearly barren plateaux of the Peruvian Andes,
ranging from 14,000 to 10,000 feet above the level of the sea.
fhey are donven ta the huts only at shearing  time, which
begins about the middle of December, each animal being
sharn only once in two or three years. The alpaca trade is
alwost confined to the departinents of Cuzco and Puna, and
the Tndnan lock owners sell the wool to the merchants, who
send at from Arequipa, through Mollendo and other ports

1t s stated that the first alpaca seen in England was st
trom Lana m 8w to Mr. de Tastet, a gemtleman resident in
wh wubsequently  transterred at to the  Surrey
Zoologeal Gardens, where it was on exhibition for several
vears W Waltan, a wool stapler, wrote “An Accoum of
Permmvian Sheep™ an 1811, and he advocated experiments in
acchmatszing the alpaca on the mountain {arms of Wales and
Sestland, where, he supposed, the temperature and the char-
acter of the herbage resemtied those of ats natwwe place.
Walton drew a pretty picture of the alpaca, stocking the waste
lassls, and becoming a favante tenant of the park, where s
e figure  graceful amntudes, placid disposition, and playful
Rambols would exeite interest, Thomas Stevenson attempted
the naturabraten of this animal at Oban, but withaut ules.
The Farl of Derby callected a fine flock of
alpacas at Kaeawddey Park, where every care and attention
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were bestowed upon them throughout a considerable period
These alpacas finally came into the possession of Sir Tito.
Salt, in whose park they were kept, and this gentleman, aftes
careful observation, arrived at the conclusion that the specie.
could not be so far naturalized as to make it worth the atten
tion of breeders, A great many attempts have also been
made to acclimatize the alpaca mm France, and large number.
of them have been reared in the Jardin des Plantes, and the
Jardin d'Acclimatation at Paris, with the view and in the
hope of their multiplying m the mountam  districts of the
Vosges the Cevennes, and elsewhere, and thus becoming u
sounree of wealth to that countey. €. Ledger, who had lived
in Peru and Bolivia since 1836, and was engaged in the alpaca
wool and bark trades, succeeded in 1838 in the hazardous
task of taking a flock of alpacas across the bleak mountain.
passes of Bolivia, and cmbarking thom for Australia.  He
arrived at Sydney with 76 alpacas, and although the Gov
crnment bought them, and paid great attention to them, the
attanpt to naturalize the species did not prove successful
The alpaca can endure the intense cold of its native Andean
beights, where it exists at an altitude only a littic below the
line of perpetual snow, bat it would scem that it cannot be
successfully naturalized in the more humid climate of Eur
ope, nor in the warmer region of Australia,

Alpaca wool is long, soft aund silky. Ii the animal is
sharn cach year the lcn\gth of the wool is about cight inches,
but if allowed to grow it will attain a length of twenty 1o
thirty inches. Alpaca wool was shown at the great exhibi-
tion of 1831 measuring {orty-two inches long. [t is less curly
than sheep’s wool, but it is finer and stronger in proportion
to its diameter, and the quality is morc uniform throughout
the fleece. It was in 1836 that Sir Titus Salt (then Mr.
Titus Salt) bought a gquantity of alpaca at 8. per b, {rom
Hegan and Co,, brokers, Liverpool, in whose warchouse it
hiad lain neglected so long that at one time they contemplated
returning the consignment to Tacna. Charles Dickens gives
a trustworthy account in Houschold Words, in his own in-
imitable way, of this memorable visit of the Yorkshire manu-
facturer to Liverpool.

Mr. Salt after a prolonged series of cxperiments car-
ried out with great dctermination, finally overcame the difh-
cultics of preparing and spinning alpaca wool, and he suc-
ceeded in producing an cven, strong, and true thread. In
1836 cotton warps were tirst introduced into the Bradford
trade, and alpaca—by reason of its soltness and clasticity, and
exemption from spiral, curly and shaggy defects—combined
admirably with cotton warps in the manufacture of fine
goods, which almost attained the glossy brightuness of silk.
Expensive, superfine dress goods were made at one time from
alpaca weft and silk warp, but these bright, costly materials
are no longer in vogue, and the yarn is now used for med-
ium priced dress fabrics, alpaca linings and hght coatings for
hot climates,

The quantity of alpaca imported into Great Britain be-
tween 1830 and 1840 averaged 500,800 1bs. yearly at 10d. oct
b In 187y, 4,186,380 lbs. were imported at 28, 8d. per Ib.
Alpaca reached the highest price in 1866, when it sold at
3s 4d per tb. In 1884 the price varied from 1id. to 1s. 2d.
per Ib, and in 1806 it varied from 1s. 2d. to 1s. 9d. per 1b.,
while to day 1t stands at 1s. 8,d. per lb, aud constitutes one
of the most valuable fibres of the ammal kingdom as ap-
plicd to textile manufactures.

Dounaldson & Mathews have sold thair clothing business
at Vancouver to J. Walker, of Kootenay.



