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“Tho First Stroke 18 Half tho Battle.?

The following paper was read boforo
the ** Iengue of the Oross,” of St,
Paul’s :

From the natural course of ovents
man hins deduced several maxims or
proverbs. The established principles
cimbodied in theso ave repeatedly
brought to our notice for the improve-
ment aud advancement of our minds
in knowledyge nnd wisdom. Experionce

of forimes doys, and our own porsonal
observations. conclusively prove to us
that but few of these maxums express
o better known truth, or aro more
universally manifest thun that ¢ Tho
first stroke is half the Battle.”

A shalful architect, upon being on.
trusted with the construction of any
large cditico, fully recognizes that the
most important part of Ins task is to
gee that the foundation 18 substantiall:
1aid, and that, unless ting 18 done, he
will be unablo to construct any great
work of architecture, and that all his
subsequent c¢ndeavours to do so will
bo but vain and useless. Thig fact
applies to tho arclmtecture of every
enterprise. Tho two momentous fac
tors of any undertaking uve its intro-
duction and its conclusion. If the
former is well inaugurated and the
latter suitably arranged itis no dificult
task to amphiy. the intervening space.
A prudent lecturer, for instunce, well
understands that lus popularity with
his audience depends largely upon the
impression he mukes in his prefactory
remarks. If he gains their good will
and uttention in the introduction of
his discourse, he can with little difii-
culty, retain their confidence and their
attention throughout the balance of
his lecture.  But if, on the contrary,
hie does mot impress them favourably
at the outset, he will experienco great
ditliculty in regaining their confidenco
and -~ommanding their attention,
bence many of his subsequent jewelled
remarks will fall, unproductive, upon
the barren coil of their intellect. If
the first stroke has been applied with
accuracy and effect, he has won half
the battle of succesz, but if ths has
not been the case, he has lost half of
it, and it requires alimost superhuman
efforts on his part to regain it.

DBut accord | as the beginning of
any work is the most important part
of it. so also i1s it proportionately the
mest difficult. When classical students
first venture upon the ocean of Latin
and Greszian Literature, they are m-
clined to believe that they will soon be
stranded upon the shoals and quick
gands of the many rules and declen-
sious of these languages, but once
their little intellectval bai je has
braved these in safety, they sail out
into the open sea, and, by expanding
and unfurling their mental sails, soon
find themselves ploughing through the
waves of knowledge contained therein
at a rapid pace. DBut they are also
fully cognizant of the fact that their
success in the study of these languages
depends almost entirely upon laying
their elementary rudiments low with
their first stroke. If they thoroughly
master these in the beginning, their
subsequent course will be all down-
hili, but if they endeavour to wade
through the classical authors without
this sound basis, they svon find their
task wore diflicult than stumbling
throngh the jungles of Africa. Many
students neglect their work at the
cummencement of thu terin, confident
that they will be able to counter-
bulance their dilatoriness by a little
extra «xcrtivn tuswards tho close of the
scholastic year. However, when the
result of their examinations is made
known, they find that the diligent
students, who buckled on their armour
of work at the eommencement of the
year, and whoun they Lave frequently

far surpassed them. Then especinlly | vent it from dong so.

is the truth of my proverb most un-

plrasantly borne in upon thom, and
they make a firm resolution to ronew
acquaintanceship with their books at
the inauguration of the noxt scholastic
yoar.

Again, when a physician repairs Lo
tho Ledside of lis pationt, he thor-
oughly dingnoses his condition beforo
ngsnying to presoribe, and upw this
diagnosis largely dopends tho sucoess
of his treatinent, If grim diseaso gains
the first stroke of the contest for the
lifo of the sick man, aud foila the
physician in this, all the latter's
medicme will have no offect and the
patient. will likely succumb to his dis-
eago. Butif, on the other hand, tho
physician gots at the root of tho dis-
ease wn his firat diagnosis, ho will
probably be enalled, with the assist
suce of his medieal science, to curb ats
ravages. Tho first stroke, thereforo,
is the all-important ono aud upon it
rests almost the lifo or death of the
patient.

In the snme manner an author, an
actor, or a painter, ensures or mars his
success by tho impression he makes at
tho outset. 1if he captivates the popu-
lace with his first produetion, or upon
his first appearanco, thoy will accept
anything in reasun from him aftor-
wards, and will overlook many of his
deficioncies. 1f an inferior poem or
play should be unecarthed with tho
autograph of Shakespeare appended to
it, it would be considered as surpassing
a production of greater merit from a
poet of u more obscure fame. If the
great and immmortal Raphael hed care-
lessly executed but a fair work of art,
it would be considered of greater valuo
than a superior production of a less-
widely known painter. The plainest
acting of Henry Irving or Miss Terry
would be co side-:d as superior to the
better acting of some less renowned
actor or actress. These eminent per-
sonages have mnde roputations for
themselves which will last for many
centuries, that of the two former ones
being immortalized. Their success
consisted in the popularity with which
their fiest productions were received.
But the author, the painter, or the
actor who fuils upon his debut before
the world, requires to make almost
superhumaun efforts to obliterate tho
prejudicial feelings formed agaiust him
in the begmning of s career.

Thus wo see that o vigorous onset
upon the mduction of any enterpriso
augurs well for its success. Human
experience, that beacon hght wiich
illumines our earthly caveer, has re-
pectedly verified this. The younger
generation, who are just commencing
the battle of life, cannot have tius
fact too emphatically nopressed upon
them. Upon their first stroke de-
pends 1o a grear extent their subse-
quent life and their etermty, just
as the tree : youth i3 inclined at sts
carly grow. . 1t inchues to 1ts ma-
turity, and so also do the habits
formed n the beginning of oue's
career accompany him to the grave.
The enemy of man knows this full
well and consequently makes use of
bis best endeavours to ensnare us
when but in the bloum of youth.
When first Lio astacks his innocent
victim he finds 1t a dificult task to
capture thoe fort of lus baptismal inno-
cenco. He at once enjoins his wicked
followers to advance the battering-ram
of basa seduction. It requures their
utmost endeavours to plough into the
soil of s untamted purity and unim-
paired integrity, in order to sow their
deadly sced therein, but once their
leader bas succeeded in forciog
i the pomt of ls plough-ghare,
pregnant with the smell root of evil,
he will soon force in the whole plougk,
with which he will uproot ar2 upturn
the soil of his innocence. If he geins
the first stroke, and implants but the
thin edge of lus wickedness, the con-

] ve {reque | tagion 18 wnchined to spread, and 1t
scoffed at for their application, iave | requires the greatest diligence to pre-

1t never does
to trifle with ovil, bacauso they who
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do aro guro to succumb to it in the

end.

“ Vico le a itonster of such hideous mien,
That to bo hated, needs but to be seen
Yet seen too oft, fatulllse with her (ace,
Wo first endure, then pity, then embraco.”

Congcionceo is always on tho alert to
wago war with vice, but if the lattor
is trifled with continually, it loses its
ropugnant appearance, and, casting
conscionce back for a timo, gains the
mastory unmolested.

Wo frequontly meet with young
men, who, upon being requested to
join our Society scorn to do so upon
tho plea that thoy &mrmko of liquor
but vory seldom, and that it doos not
require o pledge to keep them within
tho bounds of temporance. But alas!
theso young men are but trifling with
tho danger and * Ho who loves dangor
ghall perish in tia dangor Thoy
aro already midway upon their journey
to intemperance, now being familinr
with the face of this vice, and if thoy
porsist in so trifling with it, they will
soon ondure, then Bity, atd then em.
braco it. Many bofore them bavo
talked in tho samo strain and have
later on succumbed to that demon,
whom wo are all pledged to deatroy.
It therefore devolves upon us, 28 men-
bers of tho holy Sodality of the League
of tho Cross, to bring the young men
of our fair Queen City in from tha
storm of temptation raging atound
them, and into the harbour of our
protective society. It is the duty of
every man to join some temperance
socicty. a duty he owes to hunself,
to hi8 family, and to lus God. Many
may think they are strong and proof
against the bullets of intoxication
flying through tho air, but they forget
that braver men than they have fallen,
and that they must tako greut heed
lest thoy fall themselves. 1f a young
man is secure from the blasts within
the barkour of a temperance sodality,
ho is marshalled upon the side of the
victors, and is in no approximate
danger of loging the contest, but 1f the
serpent of evil has succeeded in enti-
cing him to indulge in liquor oceasion-
ally, and even withn moderate bounds,
he has won the firat stroke, and will
gain a complete victory before giving
up his advantage.

Thus we seo that life is a continual
contest with our arch cnemy for the
spoiis of eternal bliss or damnation,
When we Catholics cowe to the use of
reason we have already won the first
stroke of the battle by drowning and
vanquishing bim in the waters of
Baptism, and, consequently, have half
the victary of Lternal Salvation won.
It only remains for us to preserve in
its completion under the banner of
our white Baptismal robe, and, when
the contest is over, we will emergo
from it in a halo of glory and then
attuin the triumph and bligs awaiting,
at the hands of the King, his success.
ful soldiers A. O'Leary.

How strange our ideas of growing
old change as wo getoa in life. To the
girl in her teens, tho riper maiden of
twenty-five scoms quite aged. Twenty-
two thinks thirty-ive an “old thing.”
Thirty-five dreads forty, but con-
gratulates herself that thero may still
remain some ground to be possessed in
the fifteen yoars beforo the half contury
shall be attained. DBut fifty does nat
by any meansgive up the battle of lifo.
It feels middle-aged and vigorous, and
thinks old age is a long way in the
future. Sixty romombers thoso who
have done great things at threescore;
and one doubts if Parr, when he was
morried at ope hupdred, had at all be-
gun to feel himself an old man. Itis
tho desiro of lifo :p us which makes us
feol young 8o long.

[
Benziger's Catlollic Mome Annnal, 1898

We have just reccived » aupply of this
very popular annual. It contaios tho usual
ood things in tho shapo of storics, pooms,
gkloxical and biographical sketches, and
glonty of protty, intereating pictures. Prico
y mail 25cts., instampsoracrip. Address,
Catiorio Rzo1sTER Publishing Co., Ltd.,
Toronto, Ont,

ITS

JUST
THIS
WAY,

Peoplo who are buldosed into buy-
fng wminoral waters which have
nothing but tho dealer to recown.
merd them aro bound to bo dis-
appointed.  St, Lrox Mixrmn
\z’nr.u fa endorsed Ly overy
prominent medical practitioner in
this oounlrf'. is o perfect medicinoe,
fs chemically pure, and sold just

¢ as it flows from the rock.

No artificial gnnmﬁ. no addition.
ol ingredicnts to mako it palatable,
never disappoints, and never pro-
duces reaction.

St Leon Miuei*ﬁater Co,, Litd,

ifead OMoe—King 8t. V., Toronto.
Branch 448 Yongo st,

EMPRESS HOTEL

S — 339 YONGE
= . STREET,

Corn. Gould Street
TORONTO.

. TE-;!;S:
N7 $1.00 & 81.50
per day.

8iroet Cars from Unlon Station pase every S minutes.

R. DISETTE, - . Proprietor,
Telephone 239

GRATEPUL—OOMPORTING.

EPPS'S GOGOA

BREAKTART—-3UPPER.

* B3 & thorongh knowledgy of tho natural Iaws
whicn govem the operations of digestion and nutrl.
tion and bf a careful application of tho fine proper.
tics of well-selected Coooa, Mr. %':f' has provided
for our breakiset and supper a delicately flavored
beveraze which may save us many heavy doctors®
ullls. It 13 by tho judiclous use of such asticles of
dlct that & oonstitution may bo gradually bullt up
until strong coough oo resist every tendency to
discazo. Hunireds of subtle malagios are fiaati
around us ready to atiack wherever theto lea w
PolnL Weo nuy escapo many a fatal shaft by keep-
oursclves well fortified with puro bl

oR and o
p:greﬂy nouriahid trame,”~Civil Gamtte
ado sitaply with bolling water or milk, Sold only

in packots by Grooery, labelled thue:
JAMEN EPPB & Co,, Hlomaopathic Chome
fcts, London, Engiand,

ETH-WITH.OR
ITHOUT A PLATE

““VITALIZED AIR"

For ooe month prior to allerations in
his porlors, C. (. RIGGS, tho Popalar
Dentist, 8. E. corner King and Yon%:: Sts.,
will coutinuo to mako plates with best
Teoth at hisold rates. Painlessoxtraction
guarn nteed,  Special attontion also given
to Gold and Silver filling,
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