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THE TWO SON&~

Mltthew xxi. 28-32.
Tite connection of titis parablo begiuns in vr23

souno of ttise ehicf pricsts amid eiders (ulers) cssie te
*elestis, asl<iuîg Vins 'by i-bat attFurlty " 1le tauglit
tise 11,copie.. If tlîoy bai really î-ared te kunow, tliey
had liadti îuo f oppeTit'nity of lcari-ig fronti our
Lo-ds iticies, as si-cil as freu Is u w-d:s , tIstIlie
irss sesît fromn God (Johin v. .16 ; 1. 25 ; iii. 2). Or
if titi%41ii resiily w'anted more infor-msation, ne doulit
Ili cuîd hmave satisied thien, as lic did Nicotlenunis
and other.i. Ic uhîasisî-ercd inqtiirir.3 accord-
ing to the spirit lunsviichî tisy wcre put. I f avy 0eue
raine t,) Iias with a sissee desire t e ho tuglit, Ile
nover 7.çnt biis a way unsatisfled (Jouis i. :S ;iv.

-2;Mst.ii.1,etc.;ý Johns xii. 20-2-3). If auîy
eue qiscstioned Ililas fsomn suc curiesity, as tise dis-
ciples tlid sonsetisues, Hec uaIuly gave na direct ans-
weî-, l.uît made sonie pointed personai uppoal (Ijuko
xiii. 2:ý, etc. ; Jo3hn xN.i. 21, 22) ; but if thev came,'as lt ie vs oftun did, "' tesîptirîg his," Ile ausvcrod
1-y anoiier question, or hy a y'arable, ivhich muadej
thosus colideiiatiîmsclves, ansd eoxposed their luy-
Iccs-sv and Isasdus cf heurt (Mutt. xii-. 1-4; xxii.

Lt is thr' s9.isie %ilth tihe Bible. Ulse Bible is isot
giveu to tell us s'.)Il tisut we sisouid like te kucîs, but te
be te aeh of us a bpiatical guide toeoternal lîfe. It
is flot great 1cas-ning or talient tisat is tIse nost ossen-
tiol tisg te un derstandiusg it, tlsough cf cees-se tiseso
siuy sentier great service iun tiseis jîrpel- place, but a
I<a-lable ips&it. lise Bible ivllîbe te usss-hat wearc
to it f<Ps. xviii. 26). If w-e go to it teocavil and muke
o1ýjetioas, or even if wc go te satisfy cuir curiesity on
peints w-bleh lo net practicaiiy cossemu us, and whicli
G od bas therefere iset clcxirly revoaied, we shah tbusd
it ful cf diffieuuties. But if we go, each for hisuseif,
asking Nvisilem, and offriug David's prayer (Ps. cxix.
18, U4, 125), we shahl find it a sure and unerring
gfuide (Ps. cxix. 105; Jas. i. 5).

Jessîs answses-cd tise pri-ests and eiders liome, by ask-
in- thein anotiser question. They asked 1-hisu wiat
Ris aîîtlority was; lle nsk-ed theun wlsut Uic author-
ity of John.î the Baptist was. John lîad borne wit-
nous teo Jesus kMtt. iii. 11 ; Johns i. 2 1, 3 , 3*), so if
t1tev believod ina John, they iuust have helitvecd in
Jessstee. But thîey would net believo, bocd4use Ile
dciuseed their lsypoiisy (Matt. iii. 7-101, yet tlsey
wiere afruid te confesu their nubelief for fesîir of tise
people;-,se they said, " We cunnot tell." Ilypecrisy,
jimeju.diece, feur cf asan, evasion, succeeded ecdi otites-.
Tiîey cQuId not tell, bocause they w.ouldd ot. Se our
Lord refused te tell thons, auy more distinctly than
thîcy lneiv alresdy, whut Ilis authority wus. Thoy
didîs't use tise iight tlsey had, ansd ne more was te bes
giron tisens (Mark iv. 24,25!). It 'sas net msore evi-
dessce they wuuted, but mrefaith. The brigisteut
susîshine wihh iset enabie a biind man te sec: and
tlsey were hiind (John viii. 4.1, 45e 47; ix. 39-41;
2 Cor. iii. 14, 15). We are ahl blind hy natuire, tilI
Christ gis-es us liglît (Rer. iii. 17). Lot us pray te
hisi as Bartimmsus did, te open our cyeu uccording
te luis promsise (Mark x. 5 1; lma xlii. 6, 7; Ephs. v. 14.)

Christ tison spoke this parabie, which luse simple
as harffiy te neod any oxpianation. IVe have a vine-
y-anrd, andt a futhses- sho orders lus sons to go and
w-os-k i n it. There is ne msention of wagos, for lie had
a perfect right te lis sons' labour, God ha a right
te alil wc have and as-e (Ezek. xviii. 4; Acts xvii.
28)~; and if lie roivusds us, it is df Bis free bounty.

Tise twve sens represcnt two great classes of smen.
The first, irIse refused te go, tîsose whe are epeniy

wickcd. TheoIlpublicans " were the mon who col-
lected the Roman taxes. Those taxes were IIfarmed ;"
i.e., the ceiloctors paid a certain fixed sum te the
governient, and thon cxtorted as much as tho-y could
frorn tic people, that they migtiake as large a
profit as possible. Thoy everchargod whenever they
lîad ait epportunity (Luke iii. 1 );thecy brou-lht fa]sc
cliargos of smuggling, in tie hope of extorting huali-
nionoy (Luke xix. 13); and oftcn becamo ricli by thoir
dislsonosty (Luko xix. 2). Fvcn ameong theonoans
they woro calied IIthe wol ves and bears of society ;"
and among tho Jews, wlîo haà to pay the taxes te a
foeigît power, tlicy Nwcre cienmoure liated, and wero
rcgarded as Iltraitors antitpostates," ii-ho took part
ia anti profltcd by Uic humiliation of thcir country.
lence thoy were classed, as hero, with the bu-est
charactors, with siinners (Liiko xv. 1), and wi.ls
heathen (Mati. xviii. 17Î) Tlîcv were net to be associ-
ated ivith (Miatt. ix. 11), and sI o inionoy knewn te
-one fi-oui thecm w.wi alloed te corne jute the ahins-
box of the synagogue or teîuîpio2'

The second son promisod te go, but did rot, and
represoats thoso ivio protess te serve God, but arc
net Ibis servants ut heart. The Ilchiof priùsts and
eiders, " ofton snentionod with the "scribes" or iaîv-
yors, (iilie wore commoentators and expounders of the
issu) were the leaders cf the people, and by their
positiona professed to bec.'tpccially the servanxts of
God. '1hey were vory seif-righ teous, and,1 lieo ail tise
Jews, prend cf boing dc-scended froin. Abrahami, and
of being thse peopleo w-In God had ohoseui frons
aniong tihe nations (John viii. 331 39; Roem, ii. 17-20.)

Let us bearn these tessons:
J. God reyuirses practice more ihan profession.1
We ai in a sense profIcss te serve God. 'We are

baptizted, wc attend the worslsip cf God, road the
Biblejein in prayor, and probably consider ourselves
vorv différent fromn the heuathen, or these M-110ar
opcnly wickod But if our religion is ouly outward,
it iu weorse tisan ,isele&q (Isa. i. 11-14; Ps. i. 16, 17~
Ames v. 18-22; Matt. xxiii. 27, 28; Bons, il. 21-23).

II. No a)nount qJ pcrst 8in need prevent forgive-
nes.

Those publicans and their asseciates wero very bad
indocd, yet tiîey were roceivcd by Christ, and ad.
nîitted te Bis kiiîgdom (ver. 81 ; Matt. ix. 11-13.
See aise Isa. i. 18; Iv. 7 ; 1 John i. 7-9 ; 1 Tim. i.
15, 10; John vi. 37).

111. Sin i rust b.' repented of andforsak«.
It is possible te bo prend cf flot boing a Pha.,risce.

People say senietiisues, II li wo arc net hypocrites;
we niak o profession of religion;" as if thut ex-
eused their ivant cf practice tee. But thoso publicaus
were only botter than the priests becauise they kncwi
they we*re wicked, and the otherà did net; jtsst as a
ma who ha a dangerous disease Rnd knios it, is
more likeiy te bo cured thssn eue whose disease is
latent and hiddon. But both will die unloss tisoy go
te the physiciasu.

Lot us pray te hoe shewn cur noed of tihe Great
Physician, and go te Ilini te be lienled. IVe hope
the children will read in thoir Bibles, the texts re-
forrod te in this article.

THE BEÂB'S DINNER.

OPapa!1 pieuse tell us a stcry now, while yen
have ncthing te de."

Se exclaimod eue and another of the greup cf
little eues, climbiug around tiseir father, as ho sat
rosting by the evening firo.

Wei as 1 have 1'nothing te, do' I suppose I
must. WYhat sert cf a story shall it boe"

"A bear stery," said oee; O es, tell us about

IV itencd, tee, te the storýy which w-q us clu a
favourite with tise childrcn, anti as we have neyer
rend it ius the newvspnpers, wo thouglît it night
perlinps amuse our littie folks.

"A geod nsany veau-s ugo," said papa, Il before 1
was hemn, My fsitiscr and. mether went tr, livo ln the
northern pa~rt of New York State. If yen ilooki
y ou i nsap noir, yenssii!i-üe tewns andi villa-,es
dotted about wliîcr thon thiere wec~ scau-cely suiv
setticments-notlîing buit tlîîck wood.s.

"Be-us itfi '?" asketi nboywsith widc opened eye.
Yeq si-ood.q with 'bours ini 'euui-onl3 tilui
1'-hetîldn't think vour flîtier and nuother îvouid

hasve liked te go and live svhcre tise heurswce"
0,O the boums did net often trouble scttlcu-s. 1 do

not knewv that uns' ves-or caine iiear my father-s place.
but aft(rwnrds. svhen they had cerne bat.k to the

i Enst te lise, and 1Iwas na littie feiloei cl)ibing on niy
f.stlses s knee, just as yen do noiv, lie uscd te tell nie
this story about a usais who settlod out tisrc-I
suppose somiîeie near tseis.

Thkismnu had built a saw-niuli, sonse distance
frein his lieuse, and often lie uscd te go te tIse sdll
te w oik ail day, taking lus dlimier wsiLlh 1dmi.

X eu have seen a. Faw-vuuili tYen u is' its usc
is te suiv big, lseavy les-the truuuks of tres-into
nice. sineoth boards, te build lieuses wvith.

"Wt-ll, eue day the man lsad beens iard nt work
nllthemoringat ismiii, and mwhen it drcw nesir

110oo1 ho begaîs to feel iiungry, and tîouglist lie weuld
stop and eaît bis ditiner. -So lie sut dovu on a largo
logy tiperîvhîicls the sais w-as îvoriuig. îsitîl hs tin
pull li his sitie. WaIs lie sfs-uid of the .tuv t? Oh no
lie ceuld titnp oa i t uîîy moment if lie camse teo eas-
tise suiv.

"Nhile lie sias catin- the gýodl tlings. whieh luis
sîifé. lad put ul) for- luii,, and tluisking of bis voî-k,

luis liue anudlbis babies, Who slsouid Couse up but a
rougi eld beas-

"Brtii srnelied the goodies anti thoughit lie would
put lu fer a shure. Se heetjuictly wuntcd the log
on the others sie cf tise dinner liail, andt stuck lus
noso inte it, as wvhe siiotld say,1 Give sme soute.'

The good mai wus scusew-isst star tled, voni say
believe. by the appesîrsnce ef suds a visiter. Of
ceurse lie Nvolîld siot be se inspolite as te urefuuse Ihiii
a share cf the feast ; but lie ivas afraid that ivîen
Bruin liad finislsed lis dissuer, hlieîight tuke it iîsto
his head te give his a ioving hisg by tise svay of
thaiîk't se he pî-udeistly sithdrew tena salle distance,
and gave up tise ivisce te his. Bruits siussciued lis
perfect content, wiitîs lis rnose iintise paull and lus

tback te tise suw, w-hile tihe cwsîr of the di unes- look-
cdi on frein lus lîidiîsg place, anti îished for i- t gui).

But, in tise ueantirne the iog 1usd been gruduailly
wcrking up toirsrds the sutiv, and ssow aiI ut once
tise hear fuit a sliglît slip ut luis tail. At tîsis hoe
groîvled and gave ais angry shake, nseving a little
fusthor ulong tlue log. Presentîy lue rcceived an-
etlseî nip, and( growlcd isucsuvrugeiy, but ceusld siet
turn from his deiigiîtful ropast. But svhea liceivas
moved a tîsird tiîno iithin reach of tise saw-, and feit
anotîser bite, his heur nature could stasnd it ne
longer ; se lie tui-ned in a rage, anti hu-gcd the old
saw with ail his nsight. Anti what happcised thons t
W'hy, cf course hoiei-as eut lu two ; and th ie mn
had bear menct eneugli fer a nuniber of dijîsuer-t, be-
sidos nice bearskin caps foir lis Iittlc beys te koep
tîseir ours ivas-u.

IlNow you lhai-e been told te look eut for a smorai
lu a story ; what shall we learn frein this ?' Why,

"1. That ho who steals a dinner lu iikely te puy


