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the Spirit be poured out from on hich,
he may as well preach to mouldering
skeletons and marble statues, as to men
dead in trospasses and sins. But when
once the Spirit accompanies the message,
and breathes upon the shain, then there is
a shaking among the dry bones; and an
exceeding great army starts up in that
vale of moral darkness and spiritual
death, to celebrate the praises of the
living God.  T'his lesson is taught us in
the circumstances  attending the first
reaching of the Gespel in the world.
Vho were the first heralds of salvation ?
Were they men of high rauk, with a
name and authority that commanded
wiversial homage and respect?  Had
they the princes and potentates of the
worltd vanged on their side tooverthrow
all who opposed their doctrines or resist-
al their progress? No, They were
fishermen, tax-gatherers, net-makers,
They were, with a few exceptions, taken
from the very dregs of society. They
had no learning—the Sanhedrim soon
discovered that they were unlearned and
inorant men.  They had no armsg,
save that spirvitual panoply with which
their Master had furniched them. Yot
these men went forth in the face of ap-
position and vesistance the most  for-
midable ; and, iu spits of persecution,
imprisonment, death, the eanse which
they abetted trimmphed; the tree which
they had planted grew and took deep
root in the soil 3 it beeame fairer, firmer
aul more vigorous by every dvap of
martyred blood that was shed, till it
tretched forth its arms far and wide,cover-
el with luxuviaat foliage, laden with
| the richest fruit.  So mightily grew the
word of God and prevailed.

This instrumentality is still in our pos-
session, and, if'it is employed in humble
dependence on Divine assistance and
(vith a single eye to the glory of God,
that ageney  which alone can render it
effectual will not be wanting. The re-
siduet of the Spivit is with God, and ile
will ponr it out in 2bundance on IHis
faithtul disciples,
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This. the ministry of the Gospl, is as
esential in our day as in the days of the
Apoel_lcs, to the existence and progress
of eligion in the soul. In Rom. x. 18,
we read, % Whosoever shall call on the
wme of the Lord shall be saved.”
“Uow, then, shafl they call on Him of
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whom they have not heard, and how
shall they hear without a preacher?”
Iere, ealling on the Lovd is deelared to
be answered by salvation, faith is assert-
ed to be the ground of that calling, hear-
ing of that. faith, and a preacher. essen-
tial to that hearing.  Inagreement with
this the Apostle says elsewhere, © Faith
cometh by heaving.”  The necessity of
the preaching of the Gospel is also
evineell by the consequences clearly
shown where it is neglected either in 2
nation orindividual. ~The moral charae-
ter of a people advances or declines with
the state of the ministry amoag them;;
where this divine ordinance is unknown,
there the heart of the inhabitants is a
moral wilderness, where no fruits of
richness bloom or ripen. Man forgets
God, and God forsakes man ; violence
and immorality prevail, and before it
cven the arts of civilization an< refine-
ment reeesle.  And equally necessary is
the preaching of the Gospel to the exist-
ence and support of religion in the indi-
vidual. The practise of private praver,
of readling the Seriptures, and even the
obligations of morality, ave all velased,
and may we not believe that these
means of grace, even supposing they
were diligently persisted 1n, would fatl
of being attended with beneficial effect
as long as this single ordinance was neg-
lected ?

We do not limit the infinite extent
and power of Divine grace when we
spexk of the necessity of a Christian min-
istry.  God can work without it. Us
uses are not and cannot be necessary to
Him. But He has appointed and ren-
dered them necessary for the accom-
plishinent of Ilis own purposes of merey
in the world.  This, therefore, is the or-
dained means of conversion and subse-
quent establishment in every age of the
Christian life; and its necessity must
continue, while there is a single sinner
to be broucht into tLo Cumily of God, or
a single gracein the heart of the believer
to advance to perfeetion.

Thus there is & connexion established
between the winistry and the power and
cfficacy of the Gospel.  All things are of
Godd, ¢ who hath reconciled us to Ilim-
self by Jesus Clivist, and ha h commmit-
ted to us the ministry of reconciliation ;
to wit, that God was in Christ veconcil-
ing the world unto Himsclf, not imput-



