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terpretation of the Apocalypse itself, the same
representations and termsare made to set forth

".. Apocalyptic Regeneration.

<
CORRESPONDENCE, bear a multifude of unnecessarily varyng, andjate famihar with the terms which he employs—
——— strangely oppusite rmeanings.  Even in the in- [the meaming of lis words 1s established by

therr current use 1n ihe language in which he
wrote. How should we act, when we come to

C different things in different portions of the same
f tu vy € P A
series of Lectures on the bouk of Revelauon, ok when the reader can discover no occa-

2with a Dissertation on the ongin and nature{qon and when no Just _ground-1s actually ad-
of:gymbolic language, and on the use of e y
Hiroglyphs by the prophets, By the Rev vanced, for the vaiation For example, the
'Rébqil Pollok . of . lngsldn. Church Glas: ‘symbol, * horse,” is made to mean_one thing Janze ourseises with the mstances m  which
08 Glasgo,\v Thomss Murra: 8,1, Son. .| one place, but quite a different thing in ano- these symbols uccur 1n the other prophenc
LR ; 2 On:ther place, and it meets with a lucky fate, if,wniings, and, by a strnict but cautious comn.
7e'had read-but a very few pages- of this'in enther instance, the meaning ascribed to 1t 1s panson of one with another, we shonld seek
ook %heén wo found that the title, which at supported either by natural auzlogy or senp-|to fix, if possible, upon a definite and umform
i)crrlexed us not a little, may be regardod'tural induction. “I'his, 1t must be apparent 1s,acceptation. This very simple but mest.im-
liptical or abbreviated: cxpression for'a most unsausfactory method of dealing with portant rule has been cianngly departed from
ight ‘bo_more fully stated as, The'any portion- of sacred truth, and it 1s easy to,by many who have stepped forward as ex-
genération of Apocalyptic Interpretauon 'see that it carnot, in the nature of things, be pounders of the Apocalypse, and this fact.fur-
Apsdalyptic Regeneration » is a phrase'long pursusd wuthout the iniroduction of much,mishes Mr. Pollok with one reason, and eer-
ipive, 10 some degree, of the character'that 19 arbitrary and :therefore unsatisfactory, tainly 1t 1sa good one, for underiaking the tash
ofike-work Lefore us, but especially of the 'and of a great deal that 1s fanciful and there- jof Apecalypuc regeneraton. He lays dovin
purpose which its author gives his valu-'fore erroneous. If it has pleased God to roake, this pusion *as sacred and immutable, to
pikaid ‘10 accomplish by its publication  Jt!use of symbols 1n the revelauon of hus will and, which every thing must bend,”” namely,
¢ forided upon the method in which the sub- hif a revelation 1s given: for the purpose df be- ** That prophecy has a langusge of ns-own
Jif are treated - it is niot expressive of any-'ing understood, surely these symbols, wher-;—definite, uniform, and fixed bv the spinit of
Risg particularly or inhercntly characteristic'ever they recur, must be understood sn the snspiration.” (P, 11.) In cunnection with ths
f e subjects themselves. Tho Apocalypse'same way, otherwise the grest purpose of a we would quote the following sentences from
ié been usually approached und interpreted'revelation 1s thwarted and the character of Di- the-author's brief but valuable and interesung
t'book isolated and detached, in a great!vine wisdom impugaed, And thercfore, when ** dissertation on propheu¢ language,” which
re;: from the rest of Scripture. It has'we find 1n the pages of Scupture a recurrence has an appropnate place ar the commence-
gealt with as 1f; in its style, language, of the same symbolic_terms and hiervglyphic;ment of the lectures .
s, and scenery, it had nothing in ¢om- representations,.the fitst duty of an eaposuor)  ** theroglyphs are .chosen by God, and
ith any portion of that wholo revelation must be 1o ascertan, by a careful wwductivn of delineated by the pencil of Divine.anspiration,
“xlichit 15-the magnificent-close. The con-'all the instances 1n which any one symbol orjand the reader 1s someumes leit 10 siudv
etics hasheen that many writets, who have|hteroglyph 1s employed. what 1s its actual their import, 1n the judicious persevenng.uee
+themselves 10 explain its contents, have ! sigiification, and, when that has been discov-,0f lus own powers, but at other times. the
dpied principleg which-wwould be justly déem- ered, st should not, without an express or prophet s required to interpret and duscribo
;5) sound’expositors, altogether inadmisgi- | obvious warrant, be depuried from,  This rule their spineal ymport 1 vocal langozpe,
;= tho interpretation of the other prophet- | is faithfully applied 1n the exphication of Serip- order that the readers of Lod's word ‘mav
ibioks: while others, discarding any parhi-,tural language n general.  It:is upon this understand them. Many examples mav bo
i plan or principle, have mada 1t the spon‘pn’ncsple that lexicons are. constructed, and,met with in the interpreiation ot Daniel, . and
fifexoberant fincy and unrestrained ingenyi-' Just n propartion to-the carefulaess with which an the predicuuns of the other old Testament
. ‘Hetice we'hdva'had sketches in the great-'the meaning attached 1o words by lexicograph  prophets , and I deem 1 unuecesary 16 quuto
Kbunidance and of tho amplest- diversity, inlers is.known to have been elicited, by an authonty, the seven sheets of the Apacalvpne
EE'beautifuf and striking things ave said,|ample nductiun from the use and applicauion buok contain only hieroglyphs . and 3n.sc-
gular coincidenéés noted, and appalling of these wards, are their labours.viewed -with companying imperious command s laid on
o0 préscribed, asmuch, seemingly, fo the!satisfaction. and confidence. It sun this way John by .tho Aipha and Umega, wie first and
Ns of'the chafacter 1n which thiey are made! we interpret the langoage which s used: 1o ihe.lass, to describe in a buok,.b» vocal jan.
Ffipear as for any good reason, or any rea- 'staling Scriptural symbols and in descniing guage, what.ho had seen, what he then saw,
o2t all, assigned for theiy truth and reality.! prophetic representsucns, Why shoold noiand wiat would be afierwards , becanse s
wiam and casily ascertainéd- signification’ the samo role be-adopted, where possible in,panoramia represeatation ot afl the aventsiand
1 symhols of anteror prophecy has been | assigning to theso symbols.and-represeniations, mystenies uf the reveaied future: was-placed
uies recklessly.rejected, and -a signifida-' their specific signifiestiuns’ ne know, tur ex- before ihe wondening. eyes-of:the msmred seer,
v purely .arbitrarv, applied The samelample, what 1s the cofrect, hieral.descupuion, and' ho was divinely-qualifies 10 wite them
& £32d 1n s1ngolar or analogous connections|of- what. the Apostle-John saw when the first, with accuracy 1o the.exteit which the. Spiniv
s word :of God have besn'thas made to}ssel'wsas opened by ‘the Lamb, bechuse. wo,wouid have them-kaown:unio men, and overy
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decipher the wdividual symbols placed befora
us in wniung, n order that we may interprot
the representauon as a2 whote! The first
thing 1o be dune 13, unguesuonably, to famii-




