
CORTICELLI HOME NEEDLEWORK.

-%as donc with pure t.hread or narrow strips of honte» gold, for embroideries wortlîy of
historical mention must have been of the costliest description. It is fortunate for
our study of tho early history of embroidery, that it hns always bee» one of the valiied
arts of the world, and that i» the days whien banks and stocks and boiids weré
unknown, and riches or wealth in the concrete confined te the treasuire chest, rare
and fine specimens of needlework represented riches and wero cheribhcd Accordiuigly.
They belonged to royal treasurlcs and wero kept as a part of the nation's wealth.

As time went on they passed into private collections and public museums, and
so if lias corne tc, pa4s that wo of to-day study thern at our leisuro. We can sec in, them
not only the methods of the past, but cari rend in their fashions and designs the very
history of those who wrouglit them.

Ail along the aiges, even down to the days of our 0W» lives, the histories of
peoples have bec» written in their needlework. How they livcd, whiat th ey ]iked,
what they possessedt iwhat they could do,-we înay know it a]] if we study the needie-
work of the différent periods of the ivorld, and divine its uses or adaptations.

The history of the conquest of England, told in crewels upon line» by the wife of
William the Conqueror, -%vs a conscious effort of record, but it is no more simple in
its rending than the far more beautifuil pieces whieli have wrapped the bodies of far

more aucient kings and have bec» recovered from tonibs which wero old when the
Norman and the Saxon -%varred together for the possession of Englnnd.

As we follow down the ages we shall sec tîxat embroidery ivas always a royal art
among royal arts; and if in these later years it bas bee» disowned and like ninny a

humna» royal faniily corne te, live quietly nmong the less distinguishied arts of the
present, it still retans a power to charin and tranquilize, aud reinains a gif t of
expression to »inny otherwise sulent souls.

A careful history of the progress and accomplishments of the art could liardly ho
given within the compass of a few pages, but a short retrospective view invests it
with a certain rightful dig»ity, as ýt stands upon the thresbold of our modern days
and descends te our moder» uses.

As 1 have said, each country and each period writes it s history in the hiandwork of
its time. Even in this, latest and »ewest of-nations of whicli we a~re a part, wve find in

the samplers and early erewelw~ork of New England an unconsciou s but veritable record
of thleir first years of effort and existen.,e. The Puritan faith 'tnd Pmritan chamacter

are set forth in the texts and precepts worked hy Puritan babes of six years old and
uncler, on Lime unes of their samplers. The hiomeproduction and isolation of the early

years of the colonies are told in haugings which their descendants stili cherish,
ivotked upc» their own homespun liucnc -with woolcn yarns spiun and dyed from the
wvool of thecir own sheep.

The story of growving commerce 1s told i» the Eastern crewe]s ivith which the
Puri tan matrons Inter on copied designs from Eastern chintzes brought to Boston by

ludia merchinntmen. Later still came the India Ilsprigged muslins "and embroidered
caps7and cnpes which the wviféocf the prosperous colonist enibroidered wif h cetto»
flosscs 18110» linon cambrie for herseif and hem babies.


