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Professer Rovey's Applied Mvechanîcs*, suggested by the require-
ments of the author's classes in McGill College, deals with the
application of mechanica to structures of wvood and of' iron. IntýG
the discussion ofApplied.Mieehanies, thus limiited, Profèsso.iBovey
entera with such im-inuteness of detail as is proper for the instruc-
tion of these who, having completed good eleinentary courses ba
matheinaties and meehanies, are preparing for the ivork o? the
civil engineer. In flic execuition of bis ta-sk the author lias coin-
bined, as is necessar-v in designing, and executing the groat con-
structions o? railway engineering, careful and therough mathe-
n-atica treatment, Nvith attention to practical details as they have
been perfected by long experience. The work of the author in
the selectien an-d arrangement of his material is well done. Nor
has it been a more work of compilation. Aithouglih the reader
will find mucli that is seattered througli monographs and pro-
ftýssiona1 periodicals not easily accessible to students, he will
find aise that these inaterials have been wvorked over, adapted
and supplernented with no sinail labour and skill by the author.
Take, as an exaxuple of this, the discussion of the parabolie nib,
Pp. 106 te 116. As a Mathematical work, it lias the supreme
merits of rigid exactness of thouglit, and compressed neatness ni?
expression. The definitions, -vitheut affectatiot o? formality, are
brie? and precisely discriîninating, and the demonstratiens are
orderly, clear, succinct, and comprehonsive. The book la profusely
illustrated in a simple and effective manuier. The illustrations
are net borrewed, they have evidently been driawuv and
engraved expressly for the workz. The press work: is goed.
In .a work abounding with complox, mathematical. formulae,
it la net surprising te find a, tèb errata, wvhich will be
discovered a-4 the book la tested lii class work, and will
doubtless disappear from futur-e editions. The work is
one whichi should be in the liands of ail pèrsons interest-ed
in the consticuctive arts. Those who ha-ve net -the mnathomatical
training necessary to its cemprehoension, sheuld net be entrusted
vith the responsibility e? designing or snperintending the conistruc-
tien of any erction more ambitions than a two-story dwelling
lieuse. 'We bave had lu this; province tee many illustrations of
the fact that designs cribbed from Buhropean inanuals, -worked eut
by rule of thumb, or adopted -vithout knowledge or skill, are net
a sufficient furnishingý for the architect or the engineer. Tvo
ambitious roofs in this city, throuo-h xningled icýptnei

desgn nd nefictenc ofexecution, have proved incapable of
sustaining theinselves under the conditions NweIl kuowvn te ever-y-
bocty to belong to our climate. Varions corpor-ation structures
show remarliable ignorance of tlic elementary principles of the
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