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the enemies of Ohristianity are stiil in the field, for their opposition only
froots the more firmnly the wivl-principled attaclinment of its friends. God

always turnis the curse into a blessing. lias not persecution in ail ages been
the world's testiniony to the truthi? Whien the Aposties llrst gave their testi-
nîony, t]îey gavd it on the spot-lu the hearing of ail thie people-witlîin a
few days of the iurder. Titis Jésus whoin ye crucifwdc, «od hatL 1aiscd fr-omi
the dccad. If this could hiave been successfuily gainisayed, ail the eleinents S'
contradiction wvere at hiand. The appeal wvas to tlic senses and the miemory,
and the consciousnless of man. If any to whom they spoke could have met
their allegtations -Alth idenial, Christianity would ]have been strangled at its
birth, and iii the sepuichire, "]îewnl out of a rock," they would have en-
tomibed the imipostor and hlis doctrine. But alike ini common hall, and
bearded Sanhiedrim, there wvas the feebleness of answer, or there was the
silence of shamie. Yes ! Infideity is an anachronisin now-out of date-
thorough]y out of date. The great battle of Christian evidence -%as fought
and-%von in the first ages of the Gospel Iiistory.

'"We caninotgaintsay it"-low theycringted to utterit! "lBut we eanputtit1
dounL. " That was tixe mental process ; so persecution arose. .And then in ail
ages persecution lias been the reluctant -witness tu the Truth. The tyranny
of IPharaoh-the exactions w]îichi tortured the souls of the oppressed children
of .Israel, -%vere Egypt's testiinony to tlic Truth. The rage of the Chief

]?iss LdPharisees, whlich at lengtli made the city a desolation, vas Jeru-
salemi's testinxony to the Trutlx. The niilitary instructions of the Koran,
tixe whvlolesale conversions of the sworà, -%ýcre Mecca's testimony to the Truthi.
The Dragonnades and the massacre of St. Bartholemew, the spiritual aind
cruel debauchiery liy which the Churcli becamne drunk -witli blood, -were Roine's
testiniony to tlie Truth. And it is for us ail this evidence lias gatliered

iarolund the Truthi of God.
To confirai your faitli ln thie Word, ýand l in hr list of God, you need not

wade t]iroiigh the ponderous tomes inwhichargumcnt]ias endeavoured to estab-
lishi theai. Every reviled confession, and every imiprisoned apostle, are your
witnesses-every Hluguenot in the dungeon, and every Lollard at the stake,
are your -%itnesses-every I'uritan chîased along flue glen, and every Coven-
anter hîounded througli the hieather, are your wrtnesses-overy Chîristian
slave donc to deathi ly his oppressor-every nxissionary butchered in his
hioly toil-every martyr soaring hleavenwarz-d in lus sliroud of flamie, are your
swift and brilliant wvitnesses, thmat, this is a faithful saying that Christ Jesus
came into the world te save sinners.

On the second ploint, viz. :-2'hc active gorerimient of GocZ o irserve the
Bible anci lura it .stro2n(j, mnuclu zighît bu said ; but 1 wxil not weary you,
and niust nlow haiit myseif to a few concludiixg observations. (0f whiat thce
speaker here advance we eau give only a general -e and 'brief sunimary.)

The history of flic Enghishi Bible is a most eventful aud impfortant history.
Every translation mîade for the instruction and benefit of the people -w.s a
signial f or persecution, especially against ti-~ translators. Mark- the exertions
zand the treatinexit of Wlickliflè. -Hc writes Vigorously and feaIrleSly against
thue sins of the age, and lu defence of tlic 1'Trutu of the Seriptures," and hue
is persecuted. PIrovidleice protects liù-i, axud hie is permitted te, die a natural

Id eath, but his bones are not allowed to rest quietly i tlueir grave, thiey are
dug up anid burnedl by bis enrazged and bafled focs. To hini thc operation
-i as; a hiarniless one. Then thuere wvas Erasmnus, that brilliant coward, whuio did
mnuchi, notwvitlistanding, towards givixxg thc Bible to thc Englisli people, but
b is timiidity audc huis fears w'ere ever nxastcring in. lie did, aftor ail, a
grand work in preparing the Scripturms for thc nation. " Thc New Testa-
nment of our Lord Jesus Christ, publislied for flic(, first time in Greek, îvit] a
new~ Latin translation,"1 ias thc work of Erasmlus. Standislu, the Bishuop of

ISt Asaffli's-and lie was no lýzsiei of a Bible Society-endeavoured to,
Iobtain tIc authority of linry VIII. agalntùst Erasuius, and against huis work,.

Standislu -mms worstcd ln liis arguments beforc the Ring, andà Erasixns, and


