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ENRIOIMENi' 0FP7PUE J>ILISE
SER VICE.*

There are severai branches oi the praise
service, such as tht stated Sabbath services,
the prayer meeting services, tht Sabbath
school services, Christian Endeavor services,
etc.

Nowadays there are'often separate bocks
for ail or mast ai these. 1 sec no reason why
one gond book inight flot suffice for aIl. Such
a boak is flow in preparatian for the l'resby-
tcrian Church in Canada. I hape tht baok
will bc edited (romn a camprehensive and
catholic standpoint.

lb gots vîhout saying, that unremittîng at-
tention should bc paîd ta tht praise service.
Gond preaching cornes nat of negiect and
sloîh, neither dats gaod>singing.

As tan speed ùf movement, santie psalmns and
hYmns require a certain gravity, but tht fanît
in nine cases ont af tell is a slinggish, draggmng
miovement-tao slaw I toa slow 1 Chcerfiilness,
and spirit, and confidence ini singing are nat
compatible wiîh slow singing. Music can
carry sad eniotians as wcll asjay, but tht main
intention of the Creator in making sweet
sounds possible was daubless tht purpase ni
praise. I'raise ta God is tht chief end ai
music. Lugubriotîs praîse is a contradiction
in tcrms.

Someformoicangregatianal training in sîug-
ing is necessary, say once a maonth, an lecture
night ; learnîng limie, and lunie, and shading
-in short, learning ta sing with tht under-
standing. Mere londness is offtrt ont ai
place. Gond singing is the îninisîer's bcst
ally ; it conld be made ta add 50 per cent. ta
tht effecîîveness ai lis work. In tht large
sense, every minister shauid be his awn chair-
master, because, white limie and lune are im-
portant, tht bringing out af tht thoughî is
more important stili.

13v tht way, speakîing ai prayer-meeîing,
some people îhink any sort af singing good
enough for that. Sharter and iess farmat
prayers and better singing wauld offeen
mean tht difftrence beîween a mid-week
meeting that is "«a lime ai refreshing," and a
mid-week meeting a Il weariness alike ta flesh
and spirit."

As ta Sabbath schot singing tht sanie boak
should ordinarily bc used in the school that
is nsed in tht chnrch, for t*wo reasons-first,
that tht hymos and lunies in tht church book
art aeîta heb better ; and, second, because
tht children would thus be in constant practice
and traininig ta assist in the praise service in
tht church. In cannectian with every co-
gregatian, or every Sahbaîh school, there
shold be a weec-day or week-night cItait»-
tary class in muîsic, a îhing vcry common in
Engand and Scotland.

Do 1,01 rush thoughtlessly inoantw lunies;
but do flot stick always la tht aid. A judici-
ous mixture is hetter. Minsters should be
careful flot ta explode a new lune wthout
warniog ta cther choir or cangregation.

Canadian voîces are flot high in pîtch.
Tunes in hîgh ktys are always dîtlîcuit and
straining. Preiereiîce should bc given ta keys
oimoderatpitch. In many cases the organist
sbanld transpose the tune mbt a lawer key.

There are churches which underestiniate
the sermon and averrabe tht service. I wauld
flot like tht -,ermon ta be let down. At tht
saneimie I îvould flot like tht rest ofithe ser-
vice ta be undcrrated. Tht Rev. D. J. i\ac-
danneil, ai Toronto, ta take an aulside example,
is a gond preacher, but his service is always
speciaiiy helptul and stimulating, -and in ex-
cellent fast and tant. I amn sure tht effec-
tivcness ai the service adds la the effeciveness
ni tht preaching ariywhere and everywhere.

Thteother Sabbath marning I îook part in
a service samewhat as follows :

t. Withaut announicemcnî, bwa verses af
thchymn, IlHoly, Haly 28

z. Invocation.
3,. A psalm, sweet and grave.
4. Reading, Old Testament.
5. Tht long prayer. (In passing, I may

say 1 thmrîk ibis prayer is generaily boa long,
and is flot gencrally foiowed.)

6. New Testament reading.
7. Annauncemenîs, and then collection,

during which tht Te Deum, IlWt Praise Thet,
0 Gad," was sung by tht choir. (Bettîerstill,
have tht whole conigregation sing it.)

*Papty ,c.d at art ccnt ncof tihe ULndon Pimtby-
Iicin Corncil, by h1r.John Coincron, zdIsor or the Adver-
Esr.

8. Lord's Prayer, ail joining audibly.
9. Sermon.
wo. A word of prayer.
il. Hymn.
12. flenediction, the congregatian remam-.

ing bowed in silence fora lew moments longer.
(This should be general. A simple request
(rani the minister would generally secure it.
Thcre should bc no unsceemly rush out of
church.)

Now, the enrichment of the service i the
above was in the preludiai "Illoly, Holy, Lord
Gad Almighty," and particularly in the glori-
atîs Te Deumi, IlWe Praise Thee, 0 God."
The audible joining in the Lord's l'rayer tvas
also helplul.

In church music 1 plead for good music,
and gond grammar, and good sense, as opposed
ta fhimsy music married to doggerel verse.

Let us bring in more of the great hyînns and
great tunes af tht Church Universal.

If there are 20 or 50 desirable hynmos that
are not ta be fauind ini aur hymnal, why should
flot tht congregation print a smrait supplemen-
tary collection, ta bc placed in every pew or
in every book? Such a supplement would cost
lîttie and be worth much. There are many
noble tunes that oughîta obe brought int use.
Mlany a tune that is a little out of tht simple
harmonic chords sings itself ino the meniory
ail the better because of its individuality.

Wherc the prose version af the psalms is
sung, hoth choir and congregation should be
trained ta avotd raptd, indistinct gabbhing of
tht words. Good chantini differs from gaod
reading mainly in the pitch. You cannot have
good chanting nor goad singing of any kind
ivithout good training (rani both pastor and
choir-master. Trhe elocutionary sîde of sîng-
ing, the punctuation, the meanings, these are
flot ta be neglectcd. And once mare, the
minister should not, under any circumstancts,
tolerate slow, dragging, music. Let hima say,
as 1 have heard Spuirgeon say : IlCme,
brethren, let us have the next verse a hut
<aster and heartier."

As ta antherns and solos, there cao be no
rule. The Saivationjsts truthfully say that
without stirring music they could flot have
attained their great succcss. The Methodists
sing their way into popular favor to-day as in
the days af the Wesieys. Moody and ail the
great revivahists often find a spiritual sang by
a single vaîce a good preparation, or a gaad
clinch, toaua address. Pcrhaps the advantage
of the single vaice is that if tht singer is cnm-
petent you cao make out the words.

\Vhen anthems are ta bc suDg the mînister
should aiways previously read out the words.

The argan volintary cao be made a means
af grace. A Canadian minister of my ac-
quaintance once preached in Henry Ward
Beecher's church. He arrived in tht vesîry a
lîttie laie, a tritle nervous. Good aid John
Zundeli, the organîst and composer, wvas in the
vestry awaiting the list of hymns. IIMr.
Zundel," said the preacher, Il1 am unsetîled
and fiurried ; I wîsh you would take as vour
organ prelude something ta quiet me." Zun-
deli took his scat at the organ, whtnce issued
the softest and sweetesî strains, sooîhing and
comforting as Ilthe beriediction that follows
aftcr prayer,"' leading an presently te tones of
rising confidence and inspiratian. The
preacher staod up retresh cd, ready for wark,
and vreached a capital sermon. A word af
caution:. the organist sbould not drown bis
chair with noise. I need hardly say noaorgan-
ist:'should play the equivalent of a jig as the
people go out of church alîer a sermon on
death and eternity.

No music, noa poetry cao be tao good for
the praise service. But everything must be
thought af (ram the sîandpoint af spiritual
edification, neyer primarily from the artistic
sîandpoinî although I appreciate the latter. If
ni evtry congregatiani Canada I could wthin
îbreemontbs ally with the preacherthe iulI power
and force af what 1 mean by gond nmusic, in
not only its artistic but especially its spiritual
aspect-a genuint singing with the under.
standing-there wauld be litîle risic in prtdict-
ing a perceptible immediate strengîbening of
every gaod word and wark i every cangrega-
tian. Tht suggestion that the conductor af
tht musical iwork af the chuich should be
designated and inducttd as well as tht minis-
ter or eider is worthy af consideration.

The power af gaod music, under the power
of tht Haly Spirit-for God works by means
-is beyond calculation. Tht praise service,
praperly used, is a righî arm ta tht minister.
It upliits or rotîts the congregation and makes
it receptive. Its righty latent forces should
be used mort freeiy, more systernatically,
mort thoroughiy, mare prayerfully.

l'HP, J>3ALMS, 2TUE ' lSALUS!

Nla. Enrî-1oR,-%Fery tir arn I train being
apposed ta thtetise af hymns, as a supplement
in tht service ai praise. But I arn mast
strongly apposed ta the abolition af tht
l'sailnis. I believe that in the course ai a few
Years, scarcely a pbalin will be sung ini aur
churches. 1Many af aur ministers seeni ta look
an tht P5alms as behind tht age. Mly abject
nt preserit, hotvever, is nat ta dîscuss this
qlutstion, but ta give saie extracts relating ta
tht Isalms, frant an article an Theodore
Bleza, in L.e Ciliyen FrzIo-Arjierùcain, of
December 30th. They arc as follows:

IBesides numeraus and learned works,
the French Rtiarraation awes ta Theodare
Bîza tht translation inta verse ai a part ai tht
lsalms, which, moditied and modernizcd as
ta style, art still sung in aur churches. CIe-
ment Marot had translated fifîy af thein.
Theodore fieza îranslated the other hundred.

«*Vhen, in 156?, he published tht cani-
plete I>lsalter, Beza dedicaîed it ta themartyrs.

IFor twa centuries, the Psalmis have bten
an unfailing source af edîfication and consola-
tion ta tht persecuted. The fourteen Protest-
ants ai Meaux wha were s-ondtinned ta the
stake, sang tht 7gth Psalm. Tht five studenîs
af Lausanne who wert burned at Lyons, sang
tht 9th Psalm in tht cart wvhich bore them ta
tht place of execuition. Auine ai Bourg, the
uprîght magistrale who dared caniess the
Gospel befare Henry Il., satng lsalins in tht
iran cage inwhich he wasshutup in thetBastîlle.
Jean Rabtc, îvhose tangue had been cul out,
succeeded, however, in singing inlellîgibly,
'vhile hîs garrotted body was hanging aver the
flames.

IDurîr.g the civil wars, tht camps af tht
Huguenots rang with tht singîng ai psalrns.
Coligny did nat sit down ta ca, even in
camp, with3ut having suing a psalm, standing,
and he did nat go ino battît without baving
asked bis chaplain ta lead in prayer, and sing
a psalm. The Huguenots allen sang when
thty were going mbt conflici, the lamons
battit l'salin ai Theuore Beza ' Let God
anîy show 1-Iimseli' (most likely tht 68th is
herc meant-' Let God arise ').

IlAller the Revacation oai* tht Ed*ict ai
Nantes, tht fugitives who were ieaving tht
kinizdoin, rolltd out an thte ay their well-
beloved psalms. In exile, they sang themi in
remembrance af the country 'vhich had cast
them aout afi hs hosom. They were sung in
prisons, and i tht galîtys, thongh îvhtn that
was douc, the Protestants nvariably brought
an themselves tht bastinado, or increascd
punishment. They were sung in tht con-
venticles in the desert, called together at night
in tht retired parts of tht Cevennes inount-
ainF., We flew,' said Durand Fages, 'when we
heaid thase divine hymns. However great
aur vainess might, at bîrnes, b, e,'v thought
no mare afili when tht singîng af the psalms
fili on out cars.' But allen that singing
pointed aut ta tht solditrs tht meeting which
thtv saughî, and a volley hushed tht vaice
af the sîngers, and put tbem ta flight. Tht
threc hundred Huguenots, shut up n a mli,
nuar Nimes, ilsere ta celebrate their worshîp,
perished ini tht dlames, kindled by arder af
Marshal Montreveal, and (rani this immense
stalie, front which anîy a young girl escaped,
was tneard risîng ta heaven the singîng ai
psalmis.

Il During tat long and last persecution
which lasted three-qnarters ai a century, the
singing of psalms ceascd flot ta rise ta heaven
as an appeal and a protest. Francois Teissier,
Viguier de Dufart, tht first martyr af that
period, mounted tht scaffold ini 16S6, two
days aftcr the Revocation, singing tht 3rst

* lsalrn : « Ino Thine hand I commit my
spiritt,' etc.

" Seventy-six years later, pastar Francois
Rochette, tht last martyr, before gîvîng hîrn-
self aver ta tht extcuîiancr, sang these wards
ai Psalm uis :' Behold tht joyful ' day (fia
doubt, V. 24, 'This is tht day which the Lard
hath made,' etc.).

IlThis psalm-singing ai the martyrs did
flot ceas;, so ta speak, during these thrce
quarters af a century. AUl tht pastars ai the
desert who were candcmned ta tht gibbet,
went up tht steps ai tht fatal ladder, sînging
a psaim. Tht Fulcran Rcys, the Etitnt
Arnauds, tht jean Martins, tht Alexandre
Raussels, tht Pierre Dortials,1 the lacques
Rogers, tht Louis Rancs, tht Francais
Benezets, and tht Francois Rochettes, wel-
camed death wiîh tht strcngthening words af
aur aId Psalter an their lips.

" Dear iriends, when we sing any of aur
psalms, let us remnember that tbey have been
tht consalation and tht joy of aur fathers, n
tht midst ai persecutian. And let us not for-
gel ta bless God who pcrmits us to.day ta
sing tbcm wîtb perfect freedom."

Tht Covenaners-tht Scotch Huguenots
-sang psalms in ciîcumrstances ai tht very
samne kind as.those above described.

T. FENwicx.
Woodbridge, Ont.
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MVen WCe came ta this theie, wve are like
chîldren playîng an tht short ai tht iinighty
ocean, we can sec only a filie araund tht coasi,
and must leave greal portions unexpir ,ed.
WVe are like a man standing besîde a great,
perennial sprîng, for 've cao drink anly a sniali
(juantity ai tht water that bubbles up. Let
us try ta sample whaî is here.

t. God forgives ail aur iniquities. This'
truth embraces tht iacî flot only that aur past
sins are hlotted ont thraugh tht atanement ai
Christ, but that aur dail sins are likewvise
forgatten. It is a sad lad t at WC sin agaînst
God daily in thought, in word, in deed. But
we cao place heside it anoîher and mare cent-
iorting truth, that Gad inrgives ail aur inmqni-
lies. Sins ai amissian, sns ai commission,
sins af intentian and sîns of actual fact, ail
tîtese Hte forgives. '4If wc confesb aur sins,
Ht is faithful and jusîtae(orgîve us aur sins.
(I John 1 .9.)

2. Ht nealeîh ail aur discases. Ht is
)ehavah Raphi, tht Lord aur Physician. Ht
neyer (ails in His diagnosis ai a case, neither
dots Ht trr in the application of the rcmedy.
George Horne says, " Tht body experiences
tht nelancholy consequences ai Adani's
offence and is subject ta many infirmities ; but
the sout is subjecita as rnany. What is
pride but luinacy ; whaî is anger butî a fever ;
wvhat s avarice but a dropsy ; whaî is lust buît
a leprosy ; what is sloîh but a dead palsy ?I'
But it maîters flot what thteînalady af thesout
may bc, God has same remedy which cao cure
il. Hte heals ail diseases.

3. Ht redeems aur lufe [ram destructian.
There were many tintes in David's lîfe when
he could have saîd, as hie did on anc occasion
say, " There is but a step between me and
death " (I Samuel xx. 3). But Gad redeenied
bis ie irom destruction, when htcivas a shep-
herd bay ; when he was a fugitive in Gath
when fleeing irom tc face ofiAbsalomn. How
many dangers seen and unseen dots God
deliver us from ! There was aise a penalty of
death hanging aver us once, but Gad through
tht sacrifice ai His Son, pravided means whert-
by that deaîh-penalîy was removed. When
we were nîîerly undane, he pravided a ransoîn.

4. lie crawns us with Iaving-kindness and
tender mercy. Iow some have schemned and
ploîîed and planned for tht honor ai wearîng
an carthly crawn ! How wretchtd same ai
theni were whtn they had accamplished their
purpose1' "lneasy lits the head that wears a
crawn," an earîhly crotyn. Wetwho have been
mrade kings ato ntaGd are crowned by Hm
with what always gives peace, lay and pure
satisfaction. What were we, or what waS aur
fathtr's hanse that we should bc thus horîored ?
What cdaims bad we upan His mercy? Nane:
and yet when we recaunt His laving-kindness
and tender twicies vt rnighî weil say wîîh
Cowper.

«IWhen ail Thy niercies, 0 my Golf 1
%fy rising sout suiveys,
Traiîsported wiî th tevîcw. lin lost
ln wonder, love and prais."

~.Ht satisfies aur manth with gor>d things.
Satisfies ! How much that word implies!
Where did men ever find satisfaction apart
(rani Gad ? Cao îhey find it in wealtb, honors
or fame? No. They wh seek satisfaction in
these thiugs are like a man drinking sait
water, the mare he drinks the mare hit burtis
with thiràt. Sometimes men are saîiated but
net saîsfied. But God satîshies us with good
thîngs.

6. Ht extcuteîh righteousness and judgmet
for us. Ht rights alaurwrongs; Ht justifies
aur canduct ; Ht interpases an aur behaif ;
Ht brings forth aur righîeousness as tht lighî,
and our judgment as tht noan-day.

These are aniy a few af thetîhings in which
Gad shows His care for us. If Ht did fia
more, surely thîs should satisiy I Even these
are mare than we deserve, and mare than we
have a righîta expect. What then ? Let us
cail upon aur seuls and afI that is within us
ta bc stirred up ta praîse and magnify Hîs
naine.

TIuE CANADA PRgSBYTrRIAN liii tend ai
year (or ane dollar.


