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and the election of officers for ensuing year as follows: Mrs, Mac.
Tavish, Chater, President; Mrs, Uiquhart, Brandon, Mrs. Mec
Naught, Ropid City, Miss Walker, Pottage, Vice Presidents; Mus.
McDlarmid, Brandon, Treas.; Mrs. Murray, Brandon, Cor. Sec. In
the afternoon session the President delivered an address dealing with
the importance of mission work, the uncertainty of life, the advance.
ment already made by the society and the need of still greater effast
on the part of each member, An address of welcome was read Ly

Mrs. Urquhart and the reply by Mrs, McKay, Miss Walker, mis-

slonary at Purtage 1a Prairie, followed with a ‘very intecesting paper

on the Sioux Indians and schoo} at that point, iss Preston, Bran.
* don, gave an excellent paper on Japan, The rest of the session was

devoted to discussion of plans of work, etc.  Resolutions of sympathy

with the auxillaries that have lost valued members by death during

the year, and with the General Society in the great loss sustained by

the desthiof Mes McMutchy, Toronto, were passed and the session

closed. In the cvening an eloquent missionary sermon was preached
! by Rev Peter Wright of Partage Ia Prairie and an address given Ly
: Rev, Mr, Currie of Virden., The choir of First Church furnished
excellent music during the evening.

TWo years ago the Presbyterian congregation in St. Genge re
solved to abolish tea meetings, and raise money after a more scrip
tural method. Sacinl gatherings are held as formerly, a goul pro
' gramme is presented, and the chuech is usually crowded.  No ad.
: mittance fee is charged, but a plate collection is taken up and other
; voluntary offerings are received.  This method has proved so satis
N factory that the people are not likely to desire to return to the res
taurant business.  On Sabbath, the Sth inst.,, the Rev. Dr, Fraser,
of Hamilton. concluded the services in connectioa with the fourth
anniversary of the settlement of the pastor, the Rev. W. S, Mc-
Tavish, B.D. The large congregations highly zpprecated the elo
quent and practical discourses of the able divine. A social gathes
ing was held on Monday evening, when the chuich was crowded to
the door. The pastor occupied the chair, and feelingly referred to
the tender sympathy extended to him dusing the four years of his
pastorate. Rev, Messrs. Gibson (Baptist), Odery (Methodist) and
Tolmie, of Biantford, delivered addresses of upusual excellence,
The Messes. Ironside, of Troy, sang a charming duet, and Miss
1 Ironside sane n solo, which called for an ensore.  The singing
of Miss Robertson, of Brampion, was very highly appreciated. Miss
Henderson's readings gave evidence of careful study and dramatic
genius. “The recitations of Miss Haggart, of Brampton, so de
lichted the audience that she was re-called again and again,  Miss
Oliver, of Brantford, played the accompaniments, and in addition

ave a very fine piano solo. The collection amouated to $26, and
this, tngether with the voluntary contributions, will bring up the
sum to almost $100.
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PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.—This Presbytery wet on the 317th
inst. A petition {ar the organization of 2 mission station at Windham
Centre was received. A committee was appointed to consider the
matter, and the Clerk was instructed to confer with the Presbytery
of Paris in tegard toit. A committee was appointed to atrange for
conferences on the State of Religion, ete.  Mr. Caswell tendered his
resignation of Oneida and Haggersville. The congregations are to
be cited to appear for their interests at next regular meeting of
Presbytery. Dr. Mclntyre, owiog to the delicate state of his wife’s
health, obtained leave of absence forsix montbs. A resolution was
received urging continued action so as to secure the submission of
the Acts incorporating and endowing the Society of Jesus submitted
to the Supreme Court and Privy Council, and if necessary to have the
Federal Constitution amended so as to prevent the interference of
the Pope and the Roman Catholic clergy in civil affairs, and to main-
tain the supremacy of civil law.  The resolution was sent down to
Sessions, and is to be considered at next ordinary meeting.-—J. LAING,
v \ Pres. Clevk.
PrussyTery OF CHATHAM.—This Presbytery met at Chatham
on September 10. Several studeats were examined and cestified to
Knox Coltege. A movement was made to separate the coagrega-
tions of Amherstbarg and Colchester, but the existing relation was
not broken up. Mr. Fleming was appointed to prepare the annual
report on Sabbath Schools ; Mr. Farquharson that on the State of
Religion, and Mr. Tallach that on Temperadce. It was agreed to
all for elders’ commisssions at next regular meeting, and hence-
forthin the future to call for them at the September meeting. In con-
nection with a circular from Dr. Cochirane, stating the amouats ap-
pottioned to the Presbytery for Home Missions and Augmentation
of Stipend, a motion was passed, cordially commending these two
important schemes to the liberality of the churches within the bounds.
A request of “he Seesion of First Church to have the supply of the
pnlgit enirely in their own hands was not granted. It was agreed
to hold the next regular meeting in First Church, Chatham, on the
sccond Tuesday of Decemmber atten a.m.  Having received liberty
to address the court, Mr. Bates expressed his regrets that he had
not been appdmed %0 £o *o Manitoba and the North-West by the
Home Mission Commitiee. A motion duly made and seconded, the
matter was referred to said Committee. The Clerk teported that he
had wvisited Buxton in teference to the arrears into which the
people there had fallen.  Rev. Dr. Manson and Mz, McKay were
appainted .0 70 amangst the people and see what coul ! be raised. —
Wittiam Warker, Pres. Clerk.

PRESRYTRRY OF SAUGZEN.—This Presbytery met in Dutham
on September to. Mr. Straith, on behalf of the committec ap-
inted 1o draft a zesoluticn anent citcalar on Prison Reform. gave
102 report, which was received and adopted, and the Clerk was in-
structed to forward it to the secretary of the Society. A circular
anent Home Missions and Augmentation, setting forth the amounts
expected from the Preshyiery, was read. In connection therewith
Mr. Straith gave in the Home Mission report, giving the amounts ex-
pected from each congregation forthese schemes. The Home Mis-
sion Committee was appointed to make xrrangements for beinging
the schemes before the congregations of the Presbytery.  The Pres-
bytery agreed to ask for a continuance of the grants.  Also that Mr.
Faubairn be coatioued at Balaklava, Ayton and East Normaaby.
Mr. Wam. Dodds was examined with 2 view ‘to enter Knox College.
The Cletk was instructed to cestify him to the Senate of said Col.
lege.  Apetition from Monck and vicinity in the township of Luther
was presented and read, praying the Presbytery to vrganize them into
3 mission station. Parties were beard in support of said petition.
1t was agreed to cite neighbouring Sessions.  Also lo appoint Messes.
Straith and Morrison ta visit the field.  After meeting an3d conferring
with Mr. William G. Young, an ¢lder in the Dutham congreqation,
it was unanimously agreed to recommead him to the Home Mision
Commitiee as a very fit and suitablé person 10 labour ia the Home
Mission field. The Moderator and Clerk, aloag with the Home
.\.lx‘mqn Committee, were appointed to asrange for a presbyterial
visitation i about 2 fourth of the Presbytery this year. At theeven.
ing meeting for the pub’ic Mr. Cameron grave an address on Sabbath
school intercoutse, and Mr, Aull on the distinctive featares of the
Teesbrterian Church.  The Presbytery meets in Mount Foreest on
Dec. 10 next, at ten a.m,—S. YOUNG, Pres. Clerk.

i b Pazsuviery oF WiNNireG.—This Presbytery met in Kaox
Charch, Wionipeg, on September 10, Rev. [, K. Welsh, of Bois-
sevain, being present, was asked to sit with the Presbytery as cor-
1e3pondiog member.  Rev. Joreph Hoge's notice of motion, that the
Preshytery uodertake presbyterial visitatios of the coogregations
within its bounds, was dixcussed, aod the following resolution
adopted on motion of Dr. Kiog, seconded by Dr. Daval: The Pres-

bytery, believing the periodical visitation of the congregations withia

its bounds to he necesary to theit proper aversight, appoints the
follomng committee to prepare a scheme "of ymbytaimﬁmioo.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

defining the objects and method with a view of overtaking the whole

Presbytery within as short a petiod as possible, The committee

consists of Revs, Joseph Hozg (Convener), Dr. Duval, Mz Baied

and Dr. Kiog ; and Chief Justice Taylorand Mr. C. H. Campbell,

M. David Anderson reported that he had dispensed the communion

at Suthwyn. Dr. Bryce reported similarly in regard to Morsis and

Uafon Point; and Mr, |. K. Welsh, in regard to Fort Frances.

The thanks of the Presbytery were given to these brethren, and
especially to Mr, Welsh, in whose case the distance travelled and the
thne occupted wore much greater than in the others,  The Fort
William congregativn presented a call 1o the Rev. . L. sumpson,
formerly of Binscarth, now temporarily resident an Toronto.  The
call was signed by thirty-five members and thisty-five adherents, and
was accompanied hy a guarantee of salary of $700, to be supplemented
from the Augmentation Fund.  The Presbytery declined to sustain
the call on the ground that it was signed by little more than half the
members, and scaccely at all by those resident in East Fort William.
Leave was granted to the Session of Kildonan to call a minister as
soon as, in the opinion of the Session, the congregation is ready for
such a step. Dr. Bryce ptesented a report from the Home Mission
Committee, asking for grants from the llome Mission Fungd for the
half yeay ending with Sept. 30. It was resulved that renepved ap

plication be made to the Synid's Committee for atrears”due on
account af las. year's seevices, and for the expenses of Me. Welsh in
visiting Fort Frances to dispense the communion. It was resolved
to continue Mr, A. P. Logan at Selkirk until the cluse of the year.
The congregation of Spnngfield Lecame self-sustaiming 1n July, and
is no longer upon the list of aogmented cungregatuns. It was alsu
agieed to make application to have the grants for the wintes for stu

dents sent out weekly, kept the same as in the summer when the
students remnain continuously in the fields, un accuuat of the cunsid

eralle expense incurred fur sailway fare and horse hire,  Provis

ional arrangements were made for the induction of Rev. W. ],
Hall, who, it is reported, has accepted the call tu Sionewall, bat of
whose 1ction in hLie matter no furmal infurmation has been received.
Mr. McFarlane is to preside and address the minister ; Mr. Ander-
son to preach ; and Mr. Lawrence to ad Jress the people. An appli-
cation having been received for assistance in the erection of a huild-
ing in the westzrn part of the city to be used as a Sabbath schoal, the
following committee was apprinted to consult and co operate with
the applicants : Priacipal King (Conveie ) Di. Bryce, Prolessor
Hart, Dr. Duval, Me. C H. Campbell and Mr. Thomas Young.
Rev. James Lawrence asked the alvice of the Presbytery in recad
to a member of the Daminion City congreyration, who, while under
discipline, bad left the congregation and uzited himsell with the
Presbyterian Church in Dakota. The Preshytery advised that a copy
of all the proceedings in the case be transmitted to the Session of the
Dakota Church.  Five congregations having failed to present their
records to Presbytery for review, although repeatedly asked, the
Presbytery resolved to make a third request with notification, that
in case of further tailare the Preshytery will deal with such congre-
gations. The Presbytery adjourned, to meet again on December 10.
—ANDREW BAIRD, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF MINNEDOSA.—A special meeting of the Presby-

tery of Minnedosa was held in the Presbyterian Church, Minnedoasa,
on Monday evening September 2ad, to consider the resignation of the
Rev. Mr. Todd. In the absence of the Moderator the Rev. M.,
Smith was appointed Moderator. There were present Messrs.
Smith, Murray, Stalker, Mowat, and Drs. Robertson and Wellwood,
ministers, ana Mr. Steele, elder.  After agrecing tothe action of the
Moderator in calling the meeting. the clerk read the formal resigna-
tion ot Mr. Todd, which stated that having been invited to take
charge of & ccagregation in Wisconsin hie submitted bis zesignation to
Presbytery. The commissioners appointed by the congregation
were then called to appear in its interests. There were four present
from Clanwilliam, one from Willow Grove, aud cight from Minne-
dosa coogregations. Mr, Todd was then called upon to give his
reasons fof submitting his resignation which he did in a very few sen-
tences. The commissioners from Clanwilliam were next called, and
Mr. Matheson read a document setting forth in terms of the bighest
praise the services of Mr. Todd among them daring the last three
years, and the esteem in which he was held by the people, concluding
with the hope that the Presbytery wou'ld not accept the resignation.
Mr. C. Koox, of Willow Grove, was then called and stated that it
was the unanimous desire of the people there that their pastor should
femain with them, and that the Presbytery would not accept the
Tesigoation. The commissioners, who were eight in number, from
Minnedosa were next called, Messrs. Steele, Irwin and Jackson spoke
on behalf of the Session, and referred to the arduous work dunc_by
Mr. Todd and the improved spiritual condition of the congregation
during the threc years he had beea pastor there, and haped he would
ses his way clear to remain among them ; though, in Mr. T?dd's own
interests they could not ask the Presbytery not 1o selease bim shuuld
he see it 10 leave. Mr. Myersand several others spokein a similar
strain aad bore testimony to the great ability of their pastor and the
10ss the congeegation and the Church would sastain shoutd the Presby-
tety accept the gesignation. The members of the Presbytery wete
thea called upon to express themselves. Dr. Robertson, thg Snp;r
intendent of missions. said he cauld not accept the resignation with
the present light. He would like to know what Me. Todd wasto
fain by it before he agreed to this congregativnand the Charch loting
him, and thercby sustainiag a geeat loss. Rev. Mr. Stalker could not
consent to the resignation being accepted.  They had heard only one
waice from the congregation and that was that God had abundantly
blessed Mr. Todd's 1abaurs, and the congsegation woald suffer isze-
panable loss were heto leave. Then there wasthe church work,
They all knew what he had done for that. His superior ability dis-
played in the Home Mission work of the Church for the last three
years made it imperative that his services betetained, and he, (the
speaker) had heard no sufficient reasin why the resignation should be
accepted,  Rev. Messrs. Mowat and Mutrav followed and seferred
to the energy and administrative ability of Mr, Todd" and believed
it was the duty of the Presbytery not to aczept the resigaation. Rev,
Mr. Wellwood bore tesimony to his pastor’s untiring zeal and mar-
ked ability in the congrepational and Home Mission work, and to the
harmony which exis'ed between him and the congregation, and
hoped that unless he was to gain much by the change he would not
he zeleased.  Mr. Todd then made tus statement.  He feeliogly re-
ferred to the maoy kind wards his congrepation and Presbytery had
spoken regatding him. e had done what he could foc the spiritual
wellate of his congregation and for the advancement ot Christ's cause
in His Church and hoped he would alwaysdo so wherever his lot was
cast. He believed Peovidence was leading him in the zavitation he
had received to leave them and that his usefolness and inflaence
would not be impaired while miny ndvantages coald be secured to his
family should they sclease him. He coald mot give any additional
light on his fatare, and notwithstanding all that had been said to the
contrary he saw 20 reaton why he shoald withdraw his vesignation,
and asked that the Presbytery decide accordiagly, Rev. De. Robert.
son teviewed all that had been staed hefose the couit, aod endorsed
all that had been said aboat Mr. TodA’s wogth. and could not consent
to lowe him for the reasons given.  Hat in Me. Todd’s interests he
would move that meantime the resigattion be not accepted but be on
the tae till the next meeting of Presbytery to be held at Birtle on
the 11th inst.  Mr. Stalker seconded the motion. Mr. Mowat moved
in amendment that the Presbytery refuse to accent the resignation,
but not being seconded it was not vited on. The motion of Dt
Robertson was uwananimously adopted. The meeting, which lasted
acarly three hours, was thea closed with the beaediction. At the
clow of the mestiag the commissiners of the congrepation appointed
C. Knox, G. McKayand R. H. Mycrs to renrasent the congeegation
at the meeting of Presbytery o be held at Bintle.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS
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et THE TRIBES UNITED UNDER DAVID.

GoLpex Texi. Behold how good and how pleasant it 13
for brethren to dwell together in unity, —Fsalm cxaxut. 1.

Ocy €,

SHORTER CALERCHISM,

Questions 39, 40.—It is the same law, however, revealed—by
God’s works or word. Increation we perceive only *¢ His eternal
power and Godhead ” (Rom. 1 20). s providence is often in-
comprehensible {Ps. Ixxi). Therefore He has revealed s will in
human lanpuage. The word of Gad 15 the only rule to direct us.
It is a perfect vule. 1. Itis the fullest and clearest revelation. 2.
Its commands and prohibitions are final. 3. Nothing is sinful
which 1t does not condemn, nor obligatury which st daes not require.
1lus revealed law is called moral, because 1t concerns character,
questions of right aud wrong, holiness and sin. It 1s distinguish +d
from (1) natural laws, ac of day and night, bounds of tae sea,
growth and decay, etce, (Ps. lxai 13175 av. 3 Jer. xxxan. 23) 3
(2) the nattonal law, that judicial code enjatned on the Jewish nation
as such (Conf. of LFatuh, chap xix. sect. av.; Lx. xat.; axit 1-20) 3
(4) the ccremomal lww, luretelieg and prehgunng the redemption
of Chust (Conf. of Faith, chap, xix, sect. ) Heb, x. 13 Gal iv
1-3; Col. n. 14-17). These depending upon the present order of
natute, the temporary condition of the jews and the preparatory form
af the mystery of saivation,all ot which are transient, are tetmporary
taws. But the mortal law, based an the divine natute and on the fact
that we were made in the image of God, s ading and unchange-
able. This moral law was tevedled to Adam in the manner and ob-
ject of his creatron, in his nature and 1n hus constant communion with
wod (Gen. 1. 265 w. 7; . 8).—d. A, Hodge, .11

INTRODUL TURY,

Alies Saul’s death Duvid assumed the suveresgay of the kingdom,
Lut his rule was not undisputed.  His future capitai, Jerusalem, was
ia the hands of the Jebusites  Ishbusheth, a sutviving son of Saud,
claimed the thrune, and had estabiished tus capital at Mahanaim, east
of the Jordan, with Abner as his commander in-chiel.  The northern
tribes adhered to the House of Saul, while the southern acknowledged
David, who for seven yeass held his court in Heliron.  The Philisunes
were still troublesome. The kingdom was divided and relizion was
at a low ebb.

1. David Becomes King. —Ishbosheth and Abner were assas-
sinated and the supporters of the house of Saul now saw that their
cause was hopeless. Kaowing that David had by God's diteztion
been anointed king by the prophet Samacl, and having recogniz:d his
eminent qualifications’ and personal heroism; recognizipg also the
national injury of faction and division the peaple came to the conclu-
sion that David was the king uader whom they all could uni'e, and
they resolved that he should now be acknowledged as the sole ruler in
Isracl. The chiefs of all the tribes and whoever of their followers
chose to accompany them, cams to Hebrontodeclare the national
will in the elevation of David. They declared their confidence in him
by reason of kinship, ** Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh.” The
character he had built up at the court of Saul, in the wilderness and
during his seven years' rule in Hebron had showa his eminent fitress
for the trust they now wished to repose 1n him  As a wise and true
ruler of men, and a courageous and skilful military cormmander, he could
be followed with enthusiasm. They also undesstood that God had

lected David for the throne of Isracl, therelore they said, *¢ Thou

tfeed my people Israel,” thatis, guide and care for them as a
sepherd tends his flock. When David accepted the sovereigoty of
Israel a solemn league was entered into between the kig and the
clders on behalf of the people. His rule was not like that commoan
in that age in Eastern lands, but wise and hiberal over 2 free people.
The league was made ** before the Lord,"” with solemo saactions,
followed by great rejoicing.  David's reign in Hebron began when he
was thirty years of age, and at this period he was about thirty-cight.
The varied discipline through which he had passed had trained im
for the great work to which the subsequent years of his life were to be
devoted.

11. The Conquest of Jerusalem. —Hebron served well enough
for a capital during the time that David’s sway extended only over
Judah, but 2 more central and suitable place was now required when
he was to reign over a2 united people.  David with his great army
marched to Jerusalem, up to that time K:sscsscd by the Jebusites, a
tribe of the original Canaanites who had never been subduced, and
who had come to think that their city, so favousably situated for de-
fence, could not be taken. So they tauntingly teply 1o David's chal-
lenge, * Except thou take away the blind and the lame thou shalt aot
come in hither,”” meaning that so strong was the nataral situation
of the city that the lame and the blind would be safficient for 1ts de-
fence. Darvid issaed a proclamation offering to the leader who should
eater the city by one of the watcrcourses promotion to the highest
military command under the king. The feat was accomplished and
the pride and the city of the Jebusites fell together,

1II. The Progress of the Kingdom.—David took up his
tesidence in the citadel and named the quarter in which it was placed
the City of David. He streagthened the fortifications and built from
Millo, supposed to be a fortress on the northern, the anly part of the
city destitute of natural protection. . David pruspeted, and the king-
dom prospered, and the reason of this prosperity is given, * The Lord
God of hosts was with him.” Whom God blesses cannot bat prosper.
The prosperity of Israel secured the respect of surroundine peoples.
Hiram, kiog of Tyre, entered into fricadly relations with David and
seat him materials for the erection of his palace, The king perceived
that the blessings attending his reign were God-given, am? they were
hestowed not for personal ends_but for ** His people Israel’s sake.”
No longer a shepherd, or singing at court to quiet an angry king; no
longer a hunted outcast, but a kiag on his throne, with a place and
a name that should be known and honoured forever. The name of
the city so glotious that heaven is called the new Jerusalem, and David
30 loved and honoared that Jesus was the son of David. He grew
greatec and greater year by year, not becanse he was grand or wise
in himself ; not because he was a great soldier, oz singer, 01 poet. In
the tenth verse of the lesson yoa will find the rcason why. ** The
Lotd . . was with him” in many battles and many Riding-
places. He was with him on his throne ; and when he ** inquired of
the Lord ™ if he should go to battle, he could sav, **In the name of
out God we will set up our banners.” David gave all the praise to
the Lord. David knew it was the Lord who had established him king
over Israel, and “hat it was hecause of his pramise to his own chosen
people he exalted the kingdom.

TRACTICAL SGCGGESTIONS.

David’s patient waiing for God’s time was rewarded. The king-
dom had been pramised him, but long years of privarisn and soffering
had to be endared before thie promise was lulfilled.

By the hardships he enduted David was picpared for the pontion
God designed him to §ll.

David was enabled to accomplish great things, and to be 2 good
king because God was with him.

David ruled righteously beeaase he saught to do God's will.



