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ENGLISH LITERATURE,

Studcnts of English Liteiatute must not expect to master
it on easier trrms than they. can mmaster English history.
But the true introduction tv a knowledge that will sweeten
life will bLe found in interesting and eloquent lectures,

. supplentented by cupious quotetions, As a sule the writ
ers nearest our own time should be chosen, and it is best to
begin with lving writers, and work backward. Tbe wiriter
that the young mind with any imnﬁin:\tion will open to
treadiest is Teonyson—probably “with young irls, Mis,
Browning. One teach a youth to love and understand one
great writer, and the door will be thrown open wide for
other noble company,

The subject is one of immense practical importance.
We see no way of preserving young mien in great cities from
demoralizing amusements save by imbuing them with a love
of reading. Our columns Iately bore wilness to the ma-
notony ol the life 1o which many thousands are cordemned.
Escape from 1t they must have; and is not the escape 1o
the world of Walter Scott or Charles Dickens better than
the escape to the public-house or the music-hall?  And
thewr masters need the escape as much as the men, Who
has not cumpa.s.sionaxcl{ watched retired city men who do
not know how to use their leisure— for whose happiness it
is essential that they should go to the city every morning
and not retuer: till late afternoon?  Even the men whe are
busy should be able to escape to something higher than the
luxurious dinner and the sleep after it. Dickens commented
upon the curious fact that men who never were known to
read anything had always a litule stufly back place which
they chose ta call thete study. la higher circles this room
18 facetiously called the library, and in 2 magnidicent apart.
mcal of the kind we lately contemplated with mixed emo-
tions a sichly-bound copy of anold edition of the ** Lacy-
clopxdia Britanmea,” This was the library ¢ It is hardly
creditable how little is read nowadays in the shape of
booke, and what shameful sights the **libraries” of rich
people are.  Yet we 3l aced in the rush of life ** a city of
the mind,” and there is none so tranquil, so innocent, so te
freshiog and 30 clevating asthat which bool s may provid, us.

All this bears with special force on ministers.  Many
thoughtful and refined men find themselves in populativns
whete they have no converse with their intellzctual equals.
Onc of 1wo things happens. They cither turn te the socicty
of books, and giow, or they da not, and dwindle. We have
have heard it said that reading is the idlest -of human occu-
pations, but if 1t were it would be commoncr. A min:ister
will choose his books and zcgulate his seading. but, if he has
sense, not overmuch, After all, Johnson was nght when
he said that if 2 man would read anything four hours a day
he would bLy-and-by grow wise. Books will fit a man for
his work; they will teach him large, noble, merciful
thoughts ; they will widen the horizon about him ; they will
help him to understand the spitit of the days, and’ they
will emich his preaching in proportiun as he learns to
group all knowledge tound the Name which is highest in
carth and heaven.—8ritech Weekly.

Ad SCHEME FOR CHURCH REUNION.

But if a1l this 1s admitted, how could a union on these
terms be brovght about? By some such process as this:
Let the representatives of the denominations, some of whom
have already been appointed, confer together ; and if they
should agree in tccommending a union on these princaples,
and such .ecommendation should have been duly ratified,
cach existing denomination would resvlve to merge atself in
a new body, to be known, 1n this country, as the Church of
the United States. . . . Next, let the whole of the
United States be divided up into districts correspondiog to
the province or Synod, and the diocese or Presbytery ; and
a provision made fo. the holdiog of constitutional assem
blies therein, composed of all the clergy and representa-
tives of the scveral congregations.  Let all those now min-
istering to congtcgations, who have not alseady reecived
ordination from some branch of the historic episcopate, ¢
ceive 2 laying on of hands, with some simple formula which
skall be adjudged sufficient to sct them apart for their work
in the new organization. Diocesan assemblies Ueing held,
let fiting men be freely elected to the position of bishops,
with due provision for those already in similar positions, as
tiie bishops of the Methodist and the Episcopal Churches.
Let thosc 50 clected be also duly set apan for their office 5
the bishops of the Episcopal Chutch having already pledped
themsclves by the terms of their declaration 1o the be.
stowal ¢l tis gift of ordination, provided the conditions
they ask be complied with,  Fizally, enabling acts {rom the
State  Legistatures could be obtsined, pruviding lor the
tzansler o! the propenty of ihe various denominatians to
saitable trustees under the new organizaiion ; and other mat
ters requiring local adjusiment completed, the new Church
would be dely oramized and equipped.—George Hoolsey
Hodge, 1n New Primceton Kevicw for Nevember,

THE NECKN OF THE GIRAFFE.

In spite of its enormous leagih st only possesses the scven
vertebiae which ate commun tu neatly all the mammals. In
conxcquence it 1s neatly as inflcxivic a3 & wuoded bar of
cqual tengid, 30 hAL n¢ Wany picity piciutcs which repees
seat Riratla curveag their actaa peacelully, alier the niaune:
of awans, a1c fudictualy wiong.  ** Bui, " sia the vijectug,
it had su loug 2t iufexivle 2 neck it cuuld Pt Qiace,
and bain;: 2 uminait animal, would dic of bunger.” It o
quitc t1oc 1t cannot praze. 1* can only lower us oecar
the ground by apreading its forele s as walily v possible,
and Wiawiag i> hina legs Buder ahew, Presenting 2 most
ladictous asprect.  in its naave atale i never, as far as 1
know, cveh atiempts to lowes its head (0 the grovad, batia
Capusly 41 <ah o «hduced 10 do so by laying o6 the
gtotad a large lump o} sogar, of which it 1s iootdiaetely
fond. The fact s that it i3 intended 10 graze 203 on the
growrd, baton the loaves cftrees.  The acacia, oc mimons,
1 its favouite tree, and the Dutch colonists have ia coose-

quence called the acacix by the name of ** Nameeldorn,"
f.c., camel thomn, they invariably giviog the name of
‘“camel " to the gliraffe. This mode of feeding involves
another anomaluus structure, ‘Thils is the tongue, on which
the giraffe is almost as much dependent as is the elephant on
its proboscis. It Is possessed of wondetful powers of exten-
ston and contraction, and can be narrowed until it almost
tesembles the concsﬁouding organ of the ant.eater. The
peculiar powers of the tongue can well be seen when the
ammal takes the sugar from the ground. It Jdoes not st
tempt to seize the sugar with its lips, but protrudes its
tongue tu ats fullest extent, twists the narrow tip around
the sugar, and so deaws the coveted dainty into its mouth,
When it feeds on the tiees it picks off leaf after leafl quite
(,l;lm;l)', sclecting those which aie most to its taste.—Good
ords,

FOREVER.

They sat wgether in the sun,
And Youth and Hope stood hovering near,
Like drouping bell notes one by one
himed ke glad moments soft and clear ,
And still amid their happy specech)
‘The lovers whispered cach to cach,
“ Forever!”

Youth spread his.wings of rainbow light,
4* Farewcll *” he whispered as he went,
They heeded n-.. nor mourned his flight,
Wiapped in thelr measureless content
And suil they smiled, and sull was heard,
* Forever !™

Hope stayed, her steadfast smile was sweet,
Until the even-time she stayed ;

Then, with reluctant, noiseless feet
She stole into the solemn shade ;

A graver shape moved gently by,
And bent, and murmured warningly

“ Forever !

And then--where sat the two, sat one !
No voice spoke back, no glance replied,
Behind her, where she tested lone
Haovered the spectre, solemn-eyed ,
She met his look without a thrill
And smiling faintly, whispered still,
¢ Forever !’

0, sweet, sweet Youth ! O, fading Hope ©

O, cyes by tearful mists made blind !
U, hands, which vainly reach and grope

For a familiar touch and kind,
Time paaseth for no lover’s kiss,

Love fur its solace has but this -

** Fotever 1"
~-Susan Coolidge, in N. Y. Independent.

IN BARCEILONA.

With some cxceptions the ladies still wzar the poetic
Andalusian headgear, their glossy tresses piled high, the
black lace covenng them drooping in front to a point. The
Barcelona shop gurl or scamstress, however, instead of the
mantilla, prefers 2 crimson or deep yellow sitk keschicf, that
suits to petfection her dask skin, jetty locks and glowing
ortbe, Probably their eyes become trained by the constant
contemplation of vivid colours in mountain and sky, for
cven in such slight matters as the selection of a flower to
place in their hair, or the choice cf a stocking to match the
petticoat,. the Spanish lass never errs on the score of har
mony. The peasant. 100, is no less romantic than artistic.
1n dress, deportment and physiognomy, in fact from head to
foot, his appearance is characteristic. His woollen eap is
in teality shaped like the leg of a stocking—happily he dees
not stiffen or distend it to its full-length capacity, the effect
would Le too grotesque for cven his inborn gravity § the
lavish superfluity he draws forward, and, folding itin 2 scroll
over the forchead, it not only shades the eyes, but is mast
becoming. It is generally red, and thus not altogether un-
like the Phrygian cap; old men, however, often choose a
dark hrown, purpls or gray colour. His short jacket 15 of
hlack or blue velvcizen, with clusters of tiny silver fringed (
buttons ; he wears kaee breeches, knitted hose, and round
his waist 2 zed sash no less than five yards in length. To

ut this on he leis it teail on the ground, and winds himself
into it by turning round and round. In the folds of this
scatl he carrics = clasp koife of singular shape, presumably
Moorish origia, and pecalizr 1o Catzioniz. The bladeis
from five to scven inches ir: length, and, laying it flat on the
right hand palm, with the point touching the tips of the
two forcfingers, the * muchacho ¥ knows how to throw it
with deadly accurscy. A pair of sandals, light and suitable
for the climate, complele his cquipment, and no doubt con-
tribute greatly to the marvellous feats of speed and endaor-
ance foc which he is rematkalle.  On many a day's journey
in the mouatains the young man who acted 3s my goard
was alie with caic to keep pace with the horse, and where
the path becatde rocky he would stride in advance, spring-
i;xlg like a goat frown houlder to boulder.—Z3e Gentleman's

aLREIRS,

Dx. ANDERS BLOMSTRAND, the distinguished Indian
wissionary, who for many years cdited the Tamil newspaper,
the Daicw, has dicd at Lund, in his native Sweden. He
was one of the grcatest Tamil scholars in Europe, and
arranged and revised the zcoepted Tamil Version of the New
Tesiament, and of the Psalms.,

Tux Rev. Dr. Spence, senior pastor of Free St. Aan
deew's Church, Aberdeen, was presented lately w..h an ad
dicss from his Presliyiery congratulating ham on hasing at-
tained the cighty-thizd year of kis age 20d 1he lticth of his
minie.ry, and relertring specially to his faithful assidoity as

British and Foreign.

CA1rnnkss Presbytery has sustained the election of Rev.
Chatles Dunn to the quoad sacra parish of Lybster,

Tue Rev. J. A, Kerr Bain, of Livingstone, récently gave
a lecture at West Calder descriptive of 2 visit to Nisgara,

AuovuT seventy applications have been received for the
vacant professorship of Hebrew in Aberdeen University,
Aberdeen.

THe Princess Louise, on a recenit visit 10 St Giles,
Ldinbuigh, cxamined s histonie features with evident
appreciation,

17 is asserted that prayers for the souls in purgatory are
repulatly offered cvery month in ninety-five Anglican
churches and chapels.

Dr. WinniamsoN, of Collessie, Fifeshire, died in his
manse lately in his eighty fourth year, He was appointed
to Collessic in 1843.

Tue Rev. Mr. Swansun, Moderaior of the Eoglish Pres.
Lytenan Synod. 1s creating new misswnary zeal in all the
congrepativns he visits.,

Tur Rev. James statker, M.A., pave a lecture on
* Grorge Eliot ' at the upening of the Literary Society of
Queen's Patk Church, Glasgow,

THE marble bust of the late Fancipal Tulloch, commus-
sioned by the Queen from Mr, Huichison, R.S.A., has been
placed in the hall of Balmoral Castle.

Tue Rev. George Buckle, of Weston-super-Mare, father
of the editor of the Times, has becn appointed to a canonry
in Wells Cathedral by Lord Salisbury.

17 isintended to 1aise $350,000 to place the Aged and In-
firtn Ministers’ Fund of the Free Chuich on a satisfactory
footing, and $50,000 is required immedistely.

AN anonymuus friend on readicg an attack in the St
Jame  Ga.ette of the 4th inst., on the Church Missionary
Sucicty, sent a gift to the society of $5,000.

AT the fust theological examination in the Irish General
Assembly’s College, 8elfast, and Magee College, Derry, -
twenty-three students for the ministzy passed.

Tue Earl of Carnwarth, who dicd lately n lis eiphty-
third year, marnied in 1827 Jsabella, daughter of Rev. Alea
ander Camppell, of Rosneath ; she died in 1867,

A NESPAVER says that England—no doubt meaning
Britain--contributes 652,328 gallons and Amenca 921,432
sallons annually toward the Christianization of Africa.

THe Rev. William McBeath, late of the Originai Seces.
sion Church, Oliig, has received a certificate from Caith.
ness Presbytery on his appointment to Strathmiglo Chusch,
Fifeshite.

THE late Dr. M*Gavin, of Duadee, has left legacies to
variuus institutions in the town and also to several funds of
the denomination, these legacies to be available after the
death of his widow.

IT is not easy to conceive the amount of labour which
Professor Delitzsch has expended on his Hebrew New Tes
ment. It is now in its seventh edition, every onc represent.
ing an independent ‘revision.

THE decline of Hinduism is illustraied by the fact that
the number of pilgrims to the Tur shrinc this year wss only
about one-sixth of former years, while the Doosga Pugah
festival was a comparative failure.

THe People's Journal, published in Dundee, has been
taking a plchiscite of its 1caders on disestablishment 3 of
the 1,246 votes sent in, 1,025 were in favour of disestab-
lishment. A fourth of the minority came from the High}
lands.

THe Rev. William Thomson, emeritus minister of Wool
ich, formerly assistant at Duns, is absut to enter on thz
fifticth year since his ordination. His cldest son has lately
tcturned from China, whese he laboured with much suc-
ccss as w missionary.

PANERIDE CHURCH, Carnoustic, of which Rev. James
Inncs was pastor, was burned down on a recent Sunday
mght, only the walls and belfry being left standing. The
hali was saved by the fite brigade. An over-heated flue is
suppused to have ignited the wood work.

D=. E1.MsL1E, missionary among the Zulus west of Lake
Nyassa, has sent home the first book printed in Ubungoni
language as issued from the neghbouring mission press at
Blantyre. It contains the Decalogue, passages from the
Psalms, Proverbs and the Gouspels and fourteen hymas.,

Dr. THAIN Davipsos has lately been doing good work
by assisting congregations in the provinces. He secently
visited Cardift where he will be long remembered, Be.
sides preaching he delivered a lecture on ** Scotland ™ to a
full housctwith Sir Morgan Morgan, the mayor, in the chair.

Tix Rev. James H. M*Gavin, D.D., senior minister of
Tay Square U. P. Church, Dandece, died lately at his resi-
dence tn that town. For 1en years he had been laid
aside fram ministerial duties, serious illness having impaired
his mental vigour and clouded his memory, but his bodily
Snl;‘h continued good till within a very short time of his

cath.

ANOTHERR eminent lay member of the Irish Preshyterian
Chiurch hias been called suddenly away. Mr. Robert Por-
ter, of Bellast, who died on the 2ad inst., was a son of the
matse, and reccived patt of his edoeation at the High School
of Glasgow. lic was an active Christian worker, and took
a considerable part in orqanizing the new congrepation of
Fort William.

DuswiN Presbytery are pulling forth energstic efforts to
secure for the children and young pevple under their care
suitable edacational advantages, both clementary and 1d
vanced.  An intermediate achool has been staried, some
time ago, at Sandymount, ander the auspices of the Presby-
tery. Another will be opened at the dew year in Naas.
National schools ase either in process of erection ¢t about o

Praadytery Cletk for forty-four years,

be erected in varions parts of the Presbytery.



