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THE PRESS AND THE PREACHERS

BY KNUXONIAN,

The relations between the press and the pulpit are

atrifle strained just now, The stram came on some

what in this way . Dr. Hunter, of Hamilton, allows
people to ask him questions at hus Sabbath evening
service and prayer meeting. One evemng, nut long
ago, somebody asked him if he thought there was any
hope for the salvation of the editots of party news

papers. The worthy Doutas thought there was, and
quoted the well known lines about tue lamp continu

ing to burn and the return of a certain clasa of sinners,
He did, however, afterward say in effect in a letter
to the press that he feared there was a considerable
amount of something very like lying done by some of
the party journals, Scem;, a repotd of this discussion
the Glode became somewhat angry, put on s wa

paint and took sumic healthy cacruse in the nay of
showing that che ceigy o1y at least, sume of them, arce
quiet as great sinncers as the pubtical ediurs aie. Du.
Huntes replied in what would have been a very goud
letter had he not spoiled it at the end by the fuolish
threat that sume of his Gnt-Methodist fricnds might
go over to the Tones of the Givde did not behave it
seif, If Dr. Hunter's friends are Grits from principle
they must have precious little prinuple of the alleged
misconduct of the Uivde makes them yuic the Tory
ticket. Other journals and other preachers have had
their “ipmings * and the discuasion wiily no doubt, do
good.

With the leave of all the panuies ia the cuntivvessy
and of his thousands of rcaders KauauNiaN now
desires modestly to take the flour.  He starts out un
hus oratoncal fight by making the stakingly uniginas
remark that the party editors are not all perfect. It
must, we fe. , be admited that cduurs, like other
men, suffered somewhat by ihe fuli of Adam and that
most of them bhave been galty of actual transgres.
sions. Indeced, it 1s remotely pussibic that most editors
would admit they are aot absotutely perfect —an ad-
musston which at clergymen woald, no doubt, make
in the absiract, The puint which this contnibutor
thinks he can make s that many ministers are just
as great sinners in cuntroversy as party editurs. Not
only so, but if they haa to wiite as mach as editors
wnte—sf they had to attack and reply every day ot
every week, as editors do, they would probably be
very much greater sinners against propriety than
many editors are.

Suppose all that the priests have written about
Father Chimiquy could be prninted in one column.
And supposc ail that Father Chimguy has wntten
about the pnests could be publishcd in a parailel
column. Houw would these coiumns iooké Would
the matter be ot & much andder type than tne matter
shat usually appears in the columns of our daily
journals;  And be it remembered that in any discus-
sion between the press and the pulpit, (he press-men
have a perfect nght to consides the pulpit, Catholic
and Protestant, as a unit. If,buwever, the Cathulic pul-
pitas ruled oul, let s cunuue vug autentun o vne
single speamen of contruveraiai wnting bewwcen Fro-
testants and see of we can detedl any of e ans
charged against the ediors of paity papers.

Five years ago, the Rev. W. A. McKay, B.A,, of
Woudstock, pubiished a wotk on Lusicision of abuui
100 pages. dection xi. of thai wutk o masae up ot
aileged " Baptist Misrepresentaitons.”  Tauese aicged
misrcpresentativns are garbled or mutdated yuota
tions from the Westnunstes Assembiy, frum Mosts
Stuart and Jobn Calun.  What ihe authos compiams
of 1s that the yuutauuns ~ate wicavaed isum then
onginal connecuen and savatably ansrepresent ibe
siews of their aathurs.”  “ The msguotatwns aad
perversionsof fact and history fuunu iu sume Bapust
books,” Mr. McKay declares, “are a disgrace to our
common Chastianity. To expuse then ait would
require volumes.” Pretty strong language, certainly.

The wicked party journals never say anything much -

miore severe about each other than that; and if
the specimens given by Mr. McKay are fair samples,
there are, or have been, some mumisters that coula
teach any political editer how to make ausquotations.
Mr. McKay asks what his readers must think of the
honesty of a Baptist writer who quotes the words used
by Calvin to express Baptist views as expressing Cal-
vin's own views! Ve think the writer who did that

would pmbably find some difiiculty in getting a place
onthestaffofa respectable politicaljournal, Referring
to the misquotations from Moses Stuart, Mr. McKay
asks if “the most unscrupulous followers of Loyola
go farther In their misrepresentations and perversions,”
and he winds up the section by saying . “*We have
given but a few cxamples of the misrepresentations
with which Baptist papers and books arc crammed
fall 2"

Now, be it remembered that the sin charged most
frequently against the party journals s misrepresenta
tlon, misquotation, garbling and offences of that class.
Di. Hanter complains that hie could not find out the
amount of the public debt of Canada from the party
Journals because they would not give the figures cos
rectly.  Did they misrepresent and misquote and
garble more than Mr.McKay charggs his opponesits
with doing ?

In this same pamphlet there is much more evidence
that the sins charged against the party press are not
confined to the press.  Soon after Ms. McKay's pame
phiet nas published it was seviewed by a Baptist pro.
fessur of theology prubably selevted for the work,
Being a professur of thevlugy, he was respunsible not
only fur huis own cunduct, but for the example he set
befure hus students. Let as secthe fine example he sets
as a contivversialist before these students and the
withed paity editors of the countty. The wicked
cditers don't need to read far for a lesson. Inhis
taie this leamned and gentlemanly professor—this
model of Chnistian cuusiesy- descnbes infant bap-
usm as “Ranusm,” those who believe in infant bap-
usm being, of course, "Ranuists.”, The wicked {party
editors must be greatly improved in morals and taste
by scaing such language vsed by a refined Chaistian
prufessot.  Reading on a htus farther'the depraved
party editars will notice that this model Chrisuan
contfuvesaahist cails his oppunent an ~ unknown vil-
lage preaw. er.” There are prubabiy npt three party
Journats 1n Ontario that would descnibe a minister of
the standing of the Rev. W, A, McKay as “an un.
known village preacher.” Reading a hitle more the
wicked puliticas editors will cume actuss a sentence
which charges Mr. McKay with ignotance or with re-
surung to “half tiuths whih teack a lie,” and these
witked editors will be surprised to sec that when Ms.
MuKay dlears the matter up there is no half truth
worth speaking about, and «f there 1s a hic at all, s
on the vthes side.  The “lic,” however, 1s given by
this model of refined contruversy and the wicked party
editors are not improved much by their lesson,  Poli-
ucal editors, thuagh many of them write every day,
don't us= the word “lie” very often ; but this gentle.
man, who 1s prubably greatly exeraised about the de-
pravity of editors and the dirt of pohitics, cannot wnite
one review without sticking the word “lhie” mn the
facc of lusuppunent.  As the wicked political editors
read on taey wili vbsenve that thew professor becomes
very angey and coarsc at tunes.  ladecd, his tanguage
1s 50 unbccoming that the depraved panty eduors
must someumes think they are back 1n their own pro-
tanc otfices dunng the heat of a general elecuion,

But the worst1s tocome.  \While the wicked party

‘edstors are wondering ahcthes their morals and

taste bave been umproved, Mr. McKay comes up
smubling and pleasantly observes that *Professor
Luuaspeey s (s reviewer s, pamphlet 13 crammed full
us peLvadans, misquutativns and garbled statements, *
Thean Ms. McKay gucs to work and gives some par-
teulars, e shuws that tus vpponent nusquotes from
page 12y ui Daie, anu makes Dale not only say what
he didn  say, but eaactly the oppusite of what he did
say. lhe wicked pasty editurs wonder, Then Mr.
McKay shows that his reviewer purposely omits part
of a definstion frum Schleusner’s Laxicon, which part
wouid bave ruined lus theury of dipping, and gives
the tcmainder as the whole dennion: Mr. McKay
teaves the reader o ciratactenze the morai characier
ui the umussion. The wicked paity eduurs say that

“though they know some strong words by heart, they

cannut find ianguage oo the spu of.the moment to do
Justice to this omissivn.

Passing by sume minut offences we find Mi. McKay
charging his reviewer with * gross immorahity,' on
account of the way io which heé made a quotation from
page 27 of Ms. McKays pamphler, a clause having
been left out which entircly changed the meaning,

The wicked editors begin to think there will soon be.

a hibel suit, as 0 professor would permit himself 1o be

“charged with “gross immorality” 1n Iterary work,

but no libel suit has yet taken?place,

But the worst i yet to come. Mr. McKay next
charges his reviewer wih using & “forged translation
—~a pure fabricatior.” from Euscbius, The wicked
party editors breathe more freely when they learn that
the translation was not made by the professor himself,
but by some friends of his in Toronto whose transia.
tion he quoted, Mr, McKay then shows that his re.
viewer garblus a quotation from Halley, and nctuall)
puts in a period where the author had a comma:
The wicked party editors could stand it no longes
and left, fearing that theit characters might be in-
jured.

And yet there are scores of ministers in Canada
who grean over the alleged unscrupulousness and
general depravity of the party newspapers |

THE SERVANTS.

AN ALLEGORY.

A certain nobleman, named Cleronomos, who'had a
large estatein South America, was suddenlycalled anay
to Spain to attend to important business connected
with athes property in which he had an interest. He
eapected that several years would clapse before he
should return , and, as there were on the estate several
large concerns going on in thewway of mining, build.
ing, farming, etc,, he found it necessary to leave com
petent men in charge. So he called his servants,
Gregoron, Phoboumenos and Ouneros, and giving each
his particulac charge, showed them his plans, and
told them to do the best they could, saying that he
would send from Spain a wise and trusted partner of
his, Paracletes by name, who would advise with them
i all matiers affecting the estate, and would give them
whatever funds might be required from time to time
for carrying on the business. He also promised them
that on lus retum, if they were found to have been faith.
ful, he would give cach of them one of his daughters in
marriage, with a magnificent dowry and rich estate.
But he.added that if any of them neglected bis busi
ness, he would return  without warning and would
punish such an one for his unfaithfulness, He furthe:
said that he might require them in Spain, in which
casc he should send for them, but the promised
ceward would still be sure to them, for they should
seturn with him when he should come.

In due time Cleronomos sailed away, and in
fifty days after Paracletes made his appearance on the
estate and everything was set in order.  Each of the
servants got all he required, and the work of the
estatc went on in a most satisfactory manner.

After a while things began to change, ‘Paracletes
found that the servant Ocneros was drawing a good
deal of money, but seldom had much advice to ask.

,Oninquiry he ascertained that e was living a very

gay and eacitiig life, neglecting his duty and wasting
his resources.  He remonstrated kindly with him ; but
without effect . Ocneras only replied . “ Cleronomos
will not be back for some time, and, as when hu is here
| have to wourk like a slave and cannot enjoy myself, 1
mean to have a good time now.” So he persisted in
carousiag and revelling with his worthleas compan.
wons. Paracletes could do neither more nor less than
write to Spain and acquaint his partner with the mis-
conduct of his servant. .
Phoboumenos, too, was enjoying himself and neg-
lecting bis work. ‘Wher Paracletes remonstrated he
seemed to be aware of his danger and somewhat
aftaid, and said that he meant to do better. And when
on one gcuasion a ramour reached the estate that' Cles
onomos had actually sailed for home and might be ex-
pected at any houz, Phoboumenos became thoroughly
alarmed, ininediately set about putting things as far
as possibie in ordcr, and tried to make-up fos his past
neglect. \With a view to making things as agreeable as
he could, he sct all hands to construct triumphal
arches, with flattering mottoes and cunning devices,
and to prepare gcncmll) for a grand’ dcmonslrauon,
expressive of ,eat love toward his master and joy at
s retra.  He also did-all he could to get other per
sons wrought up to the same pitch of expectancy, so
that Cleronomos might be gratified with his splendid
reception and demonstrations of welcome, and thus
be graciously inclined to overlook the negligence of the
first years, At umes, Paracletes admonished him re-
garding the work which still was not attended to as 1t
should, have been, but -he- ‘would reply : “That cven
with Paracietes’ aid he had no hope now of putting
things into right shape ; the difficulues were such that
only the presence of his master could overcome them ;



