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the means of grace as you might be? (4) Do yous~=nd
at least some fime durly 10 pruvate prayer and stuay of
the Word? (5) Are your prvings for Christ's causeas
large as they might be? (6) Are you loyal tv your
awn congreg ation, and doing your utmost to further its
interests? (7) If in any of these you are conscious of
shortcoming, will you nat #4ss very day resolve tode

vote yourself wholiy to the Lord, and give yourself
entirely to His secvice?”

Tur report of the treasurer and managing com-
muttee of the London East Presbytenian Church, pre-
sented at the annual meeting on the gth inst., gives the
total reciepts for the yearas $2,033 8y , disbursements,
$1 323.63; balance on hand, $710.26. The Building
Fund account shows , receip:s, $1,271.55, disburse-
ments, §738.25; balance, $533 30  During the year
the old mortgage had been paid off and a new one
executed for $3.500, on which the first six months’ in-
terest, $122,50, and the first semi annual instalment
of $100, have been paid. A contribution of $901.34 to
the Building Fund was sent from Scotland by the pas-
tors father. The following figures are from the
trustees’ report : Num'er of members at last annual
meeting, 85 ; removed from the congregation during
the year, 12; added by card, 29 ; received on pro-
fession of faith, 12; present membership, 115; in-
crease, 29 ; number of families in congregation, 6o ;
single persons, 14; baptised during the year, 11
The Sabbath school report exhibited an average at-
tendance of 97, and a total of 130 on the roll.

THE annual missionary meeting of the Central
Church, Galt, was heid on the evening ot January ioth,
at eight o'clock. There was an excellent attendance,
notwithstanding the fact tnat the night was very dark
and very stormy. The Rev. James A. R. Dickson,
pastor of the church, presided, and, after singing and
prayer, stated that the subscriptions to the Schemes
were in advance of last year ; and also that the total
amount, exclusive of Presbytery, Synod and Assembly
Fund payments, was $421.66. Of this the following
disposition was made : Home Mission, $100; Foreign
Mission, $100; College Fund, $100; French Evan-
gelization, $75; Widows' and Orpbans’ Fund, 320;
Ministers' Retinng Fund, $20; leaving a small balance
in the hands of the treasurer for necess: -y expenses.
The Rev, Mungo Fraser delwvered an appropriate and
exceedingly suggestive address on * The World for
Christ,” and the Rev. Dr. Cochrane gave a speech on
the Mission Work of the Church, of great power and
eloquence. The meeting was an intensely interesting
one, and no doubt will be productive of the best re-
sults,

THE annual Chnstmas entertaioment of St. An.
drew’s Church, Williamstown, was held on the evening
of the 26th Deccmber. Notwithstanding the dis-
agreeable weather and the bad state of the roads, the
spacious hall in connection with the church was com-
pletely filled. Afier tea, addresses were given by the
pastor, the Rev. Mr. Burnet, of Martintown, and
Messrs. Rillance and Fuller, of Lancaster. Rev. Mr.
Matheson gave annteresung reading. The chowr of
the church rendered som.s choice selections of music
dunng the evening.  Additional interest was added to
the entertainment by the presentation to MMiss Mec-
Gruer, the efficient organist of the church, of an
address accompanied by a beautiful photograph album
and dressing-case. Mr. Lewts, leader of the choir, was
presented with a parse of $23; and tke climax was
reached when the pastor of the congregating, the Rev,
A, McGillivray, was presented by the ladies with $133,
with which to procure a set of furs.  Such consideraie
gencrosity speaks eloquently of the attachment be-
tween paster and people. The net proceeds of the
entertainment amounted to the handsome sum of $176.

O the cveming of the 2Sth ult, 2 most enjoyable
eatertainment «was held in the Beamsville Presbyterian
church, in connection with the Sabbath school, at
which the singing and recitations of the scholars were
far above the ordinary. On the same cvening reports
were made, shewing the state of the school to be
healthful and promising. There have appeared, from
time to time, encouraging accounts from the congre-
gation of Beamsville as well as that of Clinton, which,
under the pastorateof the Rev. D. C. Mclntyre, M.A.,
have been doing good work. The present pastor was
inducted into this charge in September, 1§78, and since
that time cighty-one names have been added to the
communion roil—fifty-cight by profession and twenty-

three by certificate. A long-standing debt of over
S400 on the Beamsville church was recently wiped

out, as also one of $200 on the Chnton place of wor-
ship. Immediately upun this it was dewded to build
a manse ; the decision was at once acted upon, and
now there stands beside the church a brick manse,
handsome, substantial and convenient, erected on a
plan which was kindly presented to the congregation
by Mi. D.uling, of Messts, Wyld, Biock & Darling,
of Toronto. The buidding cust at the least 2,500, all
of which has been paid, with the exception of a very
small amcunt, which is, however, provided for by notes
A winter course of lectures, flourishing Sabb-th
schools, eveiything reveals progress ; a progress not
only towards outward prosperity, bat also in liberality
and in desire after spiritual things. Mr. and Mrs
MclIntyre are deservedly very nopular. Co.

THE North Normanby congregation opened their
new church on the Sth inst. The sarvices were con
ducted by the Rev. D. Fraser, M.A,, of Mount Forest.
The church was well filled both morning and evening,
notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather. Mr.
Fraser was listened to with unusual attentivn. Both
discourses were replete with thought, and delivered in
a manner that could not fail to impress them upon the
mind of the hearer. The tea meeting on Monday
evening was a great success. The building was filled
to its utmnost capacity. After partaking of the good
things supplied by the ladies in great abundance, the
meeting was called to order by the pastor, who acted as
chairman for the evening. Addresses were given by
Rev. Messrs. Fraser and Jamieson, and by Messrs.
Campbell, Townsend and Davidson. An excellent
choir, composed of the members of the congregation,
was in attendance, and added much to the enjoyment
of the mecting by the fine selections of music which
they so ably rendered. A very intevesting part of the
programme was the presentation of the Bibles to those
who had repeated the Shorter Catechism with perfect
accuracy. At the opening of the Sabbath school last
spring, the pastor intimated that be would give a prize
of 2 Bible to anyone who could repeat the whole cate-
chism,including questionsand answers. The examina-
tion took place at the church on the 3rd and 4th inst,,
and fifteen won the pnze. Some of them were only
twelve years old. There were five in one family who
received the prize. Their parents were justly proud of
them on that occasion, The church is a neat frame
building, with accommodatuon for 230. The amount
collected on Sabbath and at the sociree was $94.
The church was begun last summer, and was opened
without debt.—Con.

S ABBATH SOHOOL FEACHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON V.

Jan. 29 NSV Mark i, 18-
Madt THE PHARISEES ANSWERED. {Rtkih 18

Commit to memory verses (85} 1-5.

GoLbeN Text —¢' Remember the Sabtath day, to
keep 1t holy."—Exod. xx. 3.

CENTRAL TRUTH.—The Sabbath was made for man
~the whole man, and all men,

HoMg READINGS.—J, Mark 1i. 18.22.—7 Mark iii. 1-
6.— . Maut. ix. 14173 Luke v. 33-39.—74. Matt. xii.
t-14 —F. Luke vi. 1-11. =S, 1 Sam. xxi. 1-6.—Sab. 1sa,
Ivitt. 1-14.

Time. —~Summer and autumn, A.D. 28, Vs, 1S-22, pro-
bably following close after Matthew's feast (the last lesson)
in the autumn. The rest of the lesson for to-day follows
after the call of Macthew (ch. ii. 14), and tuok place 1n the
early summer.

Prace —Capernaum znd vicinity.

PARALLEL PASSAGES.—V's. 18-22, with Matt. ix. 14-37,
and Luke v. 33-39- Vs. 2328, andan. £-5, wath Matt. xan.
1-14, and Luke vi. 1 11,

INTRODUCTION - Jesuswas very papular with the people;
but the Pharisces were aroused against Him, as He preached
truths that condemnrd ther conduct and disappuinted theis
expectations.  So they fullowed Huim, waihing duscly ot
some act of Ilis by wthich they could take H.m befire the
local courts, and put a stop to His carcer.  Examples are
given in to-day's lesson

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

18, Thedisaples of Fokn, who was in piison. Usad fo
Jfast. The Pharisces used to fast twice each week (Luke
xviii. 12) as a religious ceremony. 19, Children of tAe brides
ckamber . the attendants on the biidegro-m.” Fas?. it
would be very inappropriate to fast in the midst of the joy
of the wedding. Sridegraom a type of Chnst, shewing
Hus tender love and care of s Church, therr 10y, deferce,
and friend.  The dajs w0ild comi, elea. refaiung o the ume
when Chrict wanld be crucitied.  21. The unfitaess of fat
ing while Christ is with them is shewn by two Lrief pare
ables, Aerelot’: unlulled, that woald shrink when sewed on,
and.tear out the tendecoldclothy 22, Aav e, notyet fer-

-

mented. Ol botrles. made of the skin of anunals; they
grew brittls by age Dotk buvet* by the presenre of the
pases formad in the process of fermentation. 23. Hent
through the cornfields: nelds of gram (not Indian corn) ; the
fclds are unlenced, and the path led through chem.  Pluck
the rar,  this was allowable by law  The Pharisces com.
plained only because it tdas on the Sabdath. 24. Not law-
Jul: broke their babbath tradittons, because they said that
i was a kind of reaping, and sheiefure wiong. 25, What
Dacad Id (1 Sam xxi 1 6). He was their hero and exam.
ple. 27. The Sabbath was made forman : for man's body,
mind and soul,—~the whole man, and for all men, 1. En-
wred again. probably the next Savbath.  Witherad hand ;
shiunhen Ly acuident ot disease, and incurable. 2. Wathad
Him - with a hostile, hateful intent  Afight acruse Him -
before the tribunal.  DBreaking the Sabbath was a capital
offence. 3. Stan¢ forth: so that all could see. §. Anger:
udignatun at thea hard heaats, and leading others asteay,
Crieved <hewing that His anger was not passionate, but
with pity and a desire to save them. Stretcs forth ¢ Christ
onty spoke, He did not break even the Phansees’ Sabbath law,

SupjecT: THE RIGHT \WWAY OF KEEPING THE SABIATH.

I. A TiME To FEAST AND A TiME To FAsT.—Vers,
18.20. The ** Children of the bride-chamber,” or as in
the revised version, - l1he sons of the bride-chamber,” weie
Luuse who bivughi the Ludegioum 1o the bude’s sesidence
and accompanied the couple back to the bridegroom’s
house, expressing their joy by the way. In such circum.
stances, and at such a time, fasting would be most inappro-
priate.  Chrst is the bridegroom ; the Church is the bride ;
the disciples of that day, and the active servants of Christ
in all ages, are the children of the bride-chamber, instru.
memalan bnnging the bndegroom and bnde topether.  As
fasung 15 properly an expression of some felt gricf, and as
the disciples passed through no special scason of mourning
prior to Chuist's death, they had no occasion to fast; and
to fast without cause would be only to imitate the spiritless
formalism of the Pharisees. *‘ Fasting,” says a commen.
tator, **1s Christian only when 1t is the natural expression
of a Christian's experience.” .

II. RELATION BETWEEN FORM AND SririT,—Vers,
21,22, 'The form of a divine ordinance is adapted to its
spint, hence the old forms would not suit the new dispensa.
tion. To the Pharisces the form was everythirg ; they dis.
regarded the spitit of an ordinance; and here they crred,
There is a possibility, however, of making too little of forms.
\Where, for example, the form of Sabbath-keeping or of
{amily worship 1s aeglecied, the spint of these ogscrv:mc:s
need scarcely be luuked for. The parable of the new cloth
and the old garment appears to point primarily to a mistake
made by John's disciples in looking only for a patching up
of the old Jewish rehgion. **To them,” says Abbott,
** Chuist sesponds that He came to give the wortd new gai-
suents, not to patch the old ones.” Regarding the new
wine and the old bottles, Peloubet says: * This parable
would gruard us against expecting that our religious experi.
ence will be exacily in the same form as that of notable
sants of whum we sead, ot that imatating the forms and
ways and outward lives of good men will make us good, or
that the measures blessed in one revival are the best at
another ime. Putting our experience in other people’s
forms injures our own piety, as well as spoils the former as
a help to others.”

I11. WoRKS OF NECESSITY.—Vers. 23-26. The Phari-
sees paid more attention to the nicetics of the traditional
Sabbath laws than they paid t¢ the divine command.
These vial laws prohibuted plucking ears of corn on Sab.
bath because it was a %¥nd of reaping, and rubbing them in
the hand because it was ¢ &ind of threshing. By the
example of Dawid, Christ shews that the disciples were
gull(;ls.ss in taking the ears of comn for food when they ““had
need.

1V. THE SARBATH FOR MAN.—THE WHOLE MAN
AN, ALL MEN.—Vers, 27, 28, ** For man's whole nature,”
says the writer last quoted, ** for bely and soul, for physicsl
test, for mental and social improvement, for bis spiritual

and moral growth, and for his eternal calvation; and ¢ .. §
seligaous observance of the Sabbath ic the best fitted to pro. B

mote all these. They treat man as nothing tut an animal,

who advocate the usc of the Sabbath for mere recreation -

and pleasure. The Sabbath was not made for man's dody

oniy, but for man—his whole natuie. And it was made for °

man as man, 2.¢., 2l men ; we must so kecp the Sabbath as
not to take away the Sabbath from others.’

V. AN ExaAMPLE OF THE RIGHT USE OF THE SAB. -
BATH.—Chap. i1i. 1-5. The case of the man with the -

wnheted hand i1s also rscorded in Matt. xii. 9-14 and
Luke vi. 6-11.  Chust attended a place of worship on the
Sabbath and did good to the afflicted—a “work of mercy.”

The fousth versc evidently implies that if we do not ry ...

to do good on the Sabbath we are doing evil—nay, the
neglec of an opportunity to do a.good deed is wrong at
apy ts ¢,
I'han ces have no ground of accusation.
throwing hight on the way i which God saves sinners, is -
to be leamed from the fact that the mzn with the withered ;
hand was commanded to perform an action to him im.*
possible, and yet that he was enabled to obey. H

.-y

As the cure 1s wrought merely by a word, the 33
A distinet lesson, .74

: Similar {§
commands are given to souls that are withered, powerless, :

spiritualiy dead ; but, as in the case before us, power is )

given alung with the command, and in the very cffort to{ g

render obedience life and liberty are realized.
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