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"Abide ln Mleand 1 ln ycu.-Jno. xl.. 4.
Christ and Chrlstianity are one. The Gospel ia

nai as a code of moral preciepts ment forth by a
niarAliat te direct and guide the condtsct of mon, and
whicla may continue te influence apart (rom any refer.
once Io lis author. On the contrary, Christ breathes
in Its teaching and lives ln its recipienta. The divine
meîssage la powerless, inaperative, apart from Christ,
the divine messenager, the revealer, the rcconciler, the
Inspirer cf blessedl hopes, the bostower of lie ettinal.
Separate Ctiri3t (tom His tcachlng, and the essential
truths of our holy religion fait te rcaew or subdue
(allen, uinful man. It le when Christ is apprehended
by saving Çalîli, cnthroned ln the heart as the ever-
living Rtdetemer, that a mani becontes a ne« creature
in Hlm; and when this occurs the permanence ofithe
purity thercby obtaincd depends on thc permanente
of fellowihip with Him. The disciple mnust set bis
lite la Christ and let Christ live ia hlm.

Such items te bc the meaning of the text, for lt hs
-as If Jesus had said, IlDo ye abide in Ale, and admit
le ta &bide ln you, or let Me abide in you. EtTect,

by God's help, ihis perfect, mutual fellowship vour
abidang in Me, My abiding ln you.» 13th thoughts
are essential to the completeness of the union. In
one stase, the union itseli, even the abiding or Christ,
is made ta depend on the walt af the hearer. Tht
other aide of thet ruth ls given la versoe( lb 'Ye
have not chosen Mc, but 1 have chosen you and or-
dained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit,
and that your fruit should remairi."

Tht words of the text are sigaîfiýAntly descriptive
ofithe union whicli subsisis between Christ and ail be-
lievers. Ho and Hi, people are one. They nre to be
estcemed as e5sentially one body, though separated
by seas, and rivets, and mouritains, and still more by
petty nanies and denominational distinctions. So
mucit are Christ and His people recognzýd as one
that the human body is represented ia S .ripture as a
siraking illustration ai tire union whch fi betwetn
thoin. The hiuman body is made up cf différent
niemrbers, but these sa weli fit ont another, are sa, de.
pendent ont on the other, and work sa harmoniously
t"gether, that they are kit and r ecognized as but ont.
Il Dy ont Spirit arc wt ail baptized into ont bcdy,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond
or fret." IlVie are the body af Christ and members
la particuiarY

The illustration in the passage before us liktwise
shows ihis union inl an interesting and cheering man-
ner, for says Jesus, "I1 amn the vine, ye are tht
branches. Tht union between a branch of tht vine
and the main stem is tht closest that crati be con-
ceivued. Itii the wholt secret of the branch's laie,
strength, vigour, beauty and fertility. Sepaate firait
tht main stem it bas no lite o ai s own. Tht sap and
juice that flaw frott the stem arc the origin and main-
taining power of ail its leaves, baris, blossoms, fruit.
it is a beautiful emblera of Christ. Tht union bc-
tween Hlm and beohovers is just as close and jusl as
jeal Inthemselves believers have no lie or strengîh
or spiritual power. Ail that they have of vital religion
cones from Christ They are what they are, and
feel what thty teed, and do what they do, bccaust
they draw out ai jesus a continuai supply of grace,
hclp and ability. Joîned te, tht Lord by faîth, and
united in mystetious bond with Huma by tht Spirit,
they tstand and walk, and continue and rua, the
Christian race. Blut every jot of good about themax s
drawn front (it spiritual head-Jesus Christ.

The vine is a toot coming out af tht ground with-
out mnuch stem, sending forth, its branches in ail di-
rectionsi. Itii unattractive, uniavitiiig, probably tht
niait insignificant thiag of lite ia the vegetabie king.
dom 11e symbolical of Hlm of whomn tht prophet
,%Peak$, saying, Il Vhen uc shail sec Him there is no
bcauty that wc should desire Hlm, that He is without
toain and comlintss." Tht saine prophet dzscribes
H im as a root out of a dry ground. Ht was, as it
wert, a root out of tht dricd up spiritual naiturt of man
-a toot out af tht unedted. gardons oflfallea humit-
sty. But the viae, unattractive and uninviting as it
in ay at onet ime appear, becomes beautiful and de.
siredl whena lis branchus are Icaved and laden with
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ripe, liasclous Iruit, In 11ke manne-,Christ, tht spirit-
u2l vine, la eminently lnviting anid attractive *boa
His obranches-all believera-a-e manifesting the
fruita of rlghteounesi, mcrcy, and trutit. And the
vine, laalgnilicant and unpronîirang as It inay la the
firat lItance appear, gîves forth such an aa'ouat ai
graw:h and frultfuînesa as indicaies its ewn real de-
aign. lis fruit nlot only nourlahes, but checra and
lavigorates. Tht juice ai that fruit sitrcgthens the
weak and eruboldiens the timid. ln a stase Incoax-
parably autbier and tr-.er, Christ, tht spiritual vine,
accomplithes la beliees what tht natural vine ac-
complishes for men. Cleansed tram sin ln Hia
ataaiiig bleod, lie expels fear fromt their breait - the
fbar of God, oi deitth, of judgmcnt. Ht maires the
weak sîrang-ncî te commit deeds ai Iawlessness and
violence, but sîrong Ie reis evii, strcng le periorni
wormi of faith and deeds ai love. lie Inspires the
hopeofa an ontrance -when llic's battît te over -Into
tire bouse not made wiîlî hanJs, elernal la tht hea-
vents. It was Christ lnahina thatilnspired the great
apostle cf the Gentîles te affirm, Il Fur me te live is
Christ, aad ta die is gain.0 It was Christ ln theni
that strengthened tht noble martyrs te suIffer tht
cruelest ai tortures and of deaîhs, without muraiiuring
or tht exhlbiîing of tht leasi Mear or pain. Il was
Christ la tbemt tit raerved aur tartathers te dalre the
tyraany ai tirt S!uarts, and te worship God la tht
secludcd vale or on tht heath-clad moor, agreeabîy
ta tht dictates of their owa conscience, and thougb
hunucd lake beasts ai prey. Yea, brethrcn, fi was
Christ in thesc sanie forefthers tilai gave them cour-
âge and strength ta batî and bleed for tht possession
oI the civil and religions laberties uvhicli we now enjov,
and whirh arc the bulwark ai the tirnt, the prop anad
siay oflthe contitutien, and tht firmeit guaraauee nd
security for national order and tranquillity. It se
Christ la bimn that enables tht self.denying mission.
ary te hazard bis lité fur tht salie ai imanartal seuls.
An.d it as Christ an hiva that prompts tht dyîag Chris-
an tu breathe in confiJat and living accents

"Rock oftares ddet fer me.
Lot nie taille mnyscl in Tliee."

These, brethren, are saine oi tht blessed results which
bave, acçrues! anid are stl accruiag go e&-farani
Christ abiding in thenx- resulîs whicit a daikeaied
venld cannot perccive, and which it cares net te un-
derstand.

Tht expression ai tht text is remarirable aiso as
indicating tht interpenttration ai Christ and bc-
Levers. For observe, the unian is not an arbitrary
ont, but an eisential ont. This union as not hake that
ai the stontes of a buildang, îvhich, thaugh cemented
togeaher, are yet tvery one distinct from tht other.
Tht union is mutual, for says Josas, IlAbîde an Ale,
and 1 in )ou." Ilelievers abade in Haut whea their
affections iatertwlnc around Hani and enter inue Has
very heart by diannels through wbîch there as a con-
stant anid ceaselcis flow cf His grace, Hus wisdoin,
His trnth, Has love. And Ht abides hn belitvers
when their every haly desire, uhear every divine
thonght, their every religions act, are suggcsted and
impelled by Han. Notice the point vittre yen speak
of a branci t lt'.te vine joiang tht main stem. Tbere
appears te bc a line of demarcation betwca ihe
brancit and the item. But atialyze i, dissect ýt, and
yau find that the fibres et tht vint are ruaaing itt
tht brancit. Trace ut un tht opposite direction, the
fibres of every brancit are running liet the stem.
There is ne point where tht union, se te spealr. bc-
gins. There as absolute possession tht one af the
other. Thus il is with Jeus Christ and believet-,.
%ou cannai detect thonî union physically. Yet Ht is
uni them, they are ia Hum. Believers are un Him,
abîdiag an Hami, lovang Hum, believing on Him, fol-
lowing His Iootsteps, making Hus Interests their inter-
ests, regardiagim as partocitheunstives. It is thus
ltAi% the boliever differs frta the unbWver ; and in
itis the former possesses sucit a kiLo¶Tdge of whose
he is and ofiwbat hie haimself iii, that the accumulates!
Agnosticisr ai tht ages can neither cantrovert ator
gaiasay. Not, however, until we are in Christ, con-
templating Han wit regatrdCul gate as tht unitaag
baad of aIl iearts tirai are in sympathy with Hatt and
actnaicd by His spirit, can we fully understand and
know tht meaniag of the text, ne. *ill thon cati we
know that aur tact is Christ, aad that ail that la la
thetouet îs for the impartingof peacejoy andstrength
te behevers ; aad ail helievers, oi whattver chirte, ci
whatever age, te whaicvcr class they may belong, are

* (srpr'trs!ue 1a0, sit,

United te Hlm *iîh a ,ruie and subataunal Unity WhvI I
cani noyer bc stundercd.j

Further, tht:. words Ibuply that thia union il 1>1
mediately accompllshed. Wlien a mani believes ra
Christ there la thon secursd a truic union betartf
Christ and hlm. Tihis may bc Iliuatratedl by the M.
terestlng process ai engirAfing; and remember, ta.
graftedl fr-uit la the desired and saleatle fruit. ycq
put a bud lata the stem, Iollowing the Pirope. dit«.
tiens, catrefully teaiding il. Fur samte littie ime tbel
la no vital connection between the bud and tht si=:.
but the moment that tht fibres of the bud taire ro«,
as it were, la the soit cf tht vine ter. la a conuîuw
furit of aap into st, and that moment te the begîan.e
of a truc and thoraugh growth. That growth ti
manîfeat itlin after daya and afier years by a laItt
and noble dtelopment. Sîiaaly tilt with the t.*
l-ever and Christ. Tht manment a miai beleves. tLa
moment the union te accured betwecn bisa heart ar.<
the Saviaur. Then indeed la Christie righteousiaCi
the bellever', rilhtoouaneaa; Christie love the toi
lievet's love ; Chritt's forgivencis the believerisW
givenoss i Chiist!& sympathy the bellevetra sympatbl!
and Christ's humility, meekacîs and submIissiar, i
believer's also. ljrethren, iis Christ abldiag in s
and you la Hlim, that enable you t0 develop these ti.
imitable traits of Hîs ch-tracter. It la these dinq
gracea that give a fragrance and beauty te tinr*
tianity, and praclaim its empira and dominion overth
hecarts and affections af men; and althougin,@,
thest wilI bc (ar short ai what thcy are la Hlm, ta ai
Veur union with Hini that enables you te develq
these, and thuas te bc advancing la the divine lit
Let us noyer fai-gct it la by dtveloplng thesetaimait
traita wc manifest aur union with Christ and gloi*
Gad wile se doiag.

Tiiere are, however, many proiessiag mcn &M~
wauncra who art ne more ia regard tQ Christ ibaà tir
huit which bas been put iate the vine and which lm
not bogun ta grow le ia regard ta tht vine; it is wo
yot part of tht vine-it isnotintpeetratiig. Tt
union with Christ hI efitward and format. Sanie d
themn are jeiricd te Christ by baptismr and churc
membership. Sortie of thein go even further 11w
ts; are regular communicants and Iaud talkem

about religion. -Noîwithstandlng ser9ices and se
meons and sacransenîs, they have no grace in thù
be.îrts, ne faith, no anward work cf tht H oly Spir
They are net vitally engraited Inal Christ; but ik
moment a man betieves ta Christ titere isattueuhoe
begun. Christ gaves life, and lht moment the b*
hever bas bis root an Him that moment la lire ID~
parted. Saving taith an tht Redeemer is the eflWes
cause ai that lite, and ibis iaith wilt as assuredly tat
grait its possesbar into Christ as the budt witich bu
been put ia the v'ine and taken ract lai ils joila
beien engraftcd ihercîn.

It may bc here noticed tbat titere is a consciobs
titis oflibis union, la sorie it may b. a littie wh&
before this consciousness is fully experieaced; it
othtrs iis ceeval with believing. Christ is mine.[i
arn Has. I don'rneed tewahî until some grtatact h
performaed, or until sarie extraordiaary ware be domt
by me, belote 1 arn made sensible that a union ii
eifected bctween tht Lord Jesus Christ and rny mi
t Je, breîhrea, we can kaow whether we love Gad adl
delight te keep Has commandmcnîs ; whther WC id
our jay la endeavouriag te live a lite ld witb Chrà
in Ged ; wbcther we bate sin and are battling agaix
ais influence avor us and our Ielhow.men. Tht motuft
we believe we may bc as coascious et titis, as the »
ment we awakc (ram sleep we are coascious of a
exa'îence. Irssleep wcare uncoasclaus f alaroW
us--everi ai ur cwn beig. laithteembrace ai isi
mn aus unconscueus cf his deadatas te God and thiop
spiritual. Awakened by tht Hcly Spirit, and led ta
(ccl tht tieed cf the Saviour, repenting af his sins ad
throwung hansel! an conscious guilt upon that Sauiog
and finally eagrafted ia Hlm, ho knows that amw
lire is gavera ham-a lutui in wich ait things bcca
ncw jthea does bc hate sinand lors3ke it, lovev=r
and pursue ta, desire good and perform it. To la
ceasions of ibis we do flot nted to waiî tilt our ua
laretis over-tiI aur earthly home of titis tabcrnc
be dissolved.

Mioreover, evMr growth bas its developmrcct, w.
manifestation, and influence; fi ha noyer wi"ho
i-esults. To employ the former illustration, theseai
abtainedbyengraftiag. Witenyen seethcbudgw
ing which bas baera eagraftd int the vine then )a
know that a vital union bas boots constituted betrit


