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He was Monarch of all lIsracl, beloved by | injury wiieh rendered hun Jame in both his ‘f
3 a gratoful people, and honored by the fricnd. [ fret.  Mephibosheth appears to have been
" ship of the ncighboring princes. Ihis first duty }aboul 20 years of age when he came to reside |
" was a w#acred onc—to bring the ark of God ‘ with David—having been hitherto kept in [

from Gibeah, where it had remamed for souie | atrict retirement, probably from a mistaken |
* tune in the housc of Ammaudab, toplaco 1t n I fear of, David: he 1# nuw brought to court,

the Royal City, where nll the presenibed ser-

vices might be strictly attended to. 1o the
course of its removal, a circumsiance vccuired
that cast a dark shade of disappuintment and
fear over the minds of David and lus people.
Tlus was tho sudden death of Uzzah, for pat.
ting forth his hand to tuuch the ark, forgetful
of nseacred character. This event filled the
people with so much fear and awe that they
did nut proceed with thewr 1ntention of taking
the ark to the capflal, but, turning aside, left
it in the house of Obed-cdom. It was a good
day for the house of Obed-cdom. The ark
brought a blegging with it, and the three
months it abode there, was 8 time much fo be
remembered.  David hearing thie, agan de-
sired it should be brought into the city, and
celebrated its enirance by religious sungs and
dances. It was probably these circumstances
that suggested tv David the idea of bullding a
hoose to be consocrated to the wor hip of God,
where all the vessels and sacred tokens of the
presence ¢f God might be placed in sccurity.
Onmaking his intention known, he receives

a message from God, approving of the design,
_but, nevertheless, doclaring it was reserved for

David's on, the honor of building a house for
God. David at once acquiesced in the ap- |
pointment ; and although he now knew he
should never see the edifice, he set himself duli.
cently to make all necdful preparation.

David's sattention about this tune was
drrected to another duty na lesssacred.  The ,
mewory of his friend Jonathan must oﬂeni
have been preseat wuh hum; and now he
recalls the solémn promise he had made, to |
siew kindness to any onc of the house of |
Jomathan, for his father’ssahe. Jonathan had '
thnon. wirose sud tale of suffering must |
| have pleaded with additional force in his
behal,  He was five years old when the t:d. |
iags came from Jezreel that Saul and Junathan f
«ere no more. The cluld's nugse, fearful her ’
tharge might be involved in the general |
alamity, hasiily fled with irim; but stum-
bing in her haste, the chid received an

" perhaps never.

lands and property bestowed upon lum, and

i N
|every arrangement made that eould contri.
i

bute ta lus comfort, und alleviate hia wisfor-
tuncs,

This period of David’s history is ihat of his*

highest prosperity und happiness; he had
trusted te Lord 1 the darkners, and now
when God had made him great, and given
unto him even more than he had promised,—
for a tine David contivucd Ins dependence
and trust in Gud, as implicitly as cver: but
the full cup 18 difficult to carry—and David
leaving the simgle path of daty, was yet to be
pierced through by many surrows,

(To bs continued.)

A Friendly Hint to Children and
Parents in Montreal.

Frankrin said ¢ time is money ;"—if well
employed, it may produce mouney, or what
18 better. Do any ask what 18 botter than
money * Kuowledge of our duty to God
and tu cach other is of smwre real value than
all thogold i Califorma.  And some of this
goad article can be obtained every day.

Dear children, 1 shall not have epportunity
w speak o you any more for some months —
I 1 go aver the Atlantic, as
1 Lope to do 1w tiia eourse of next month, 1
I{ I eahould
return, [ miay not find alt the cluldren of the

may never return io Canada.

city.  When I returned three years agn frum
Europe, I found that the cholera had taken

“twenty of the dear ctildren from the Bethel

school, and some have been tukcn since;
thercfore, all ehildren, as well as adalts, ase
entreated to prepare to meet their God.

One word to parents, 1 feel a great concern
for all ¢lildren, especially for the children of
Canada. 1 have devoted forty-four years fo
chantnble designs. 1 heve collected thou.
sands of dollars and inany thousands of books
for the destitute of this colony. I have been
cnabled to give some hundreds of dollars from
what was left me by a deccased brother, and




