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Doubtless it will be indispensable to be moro
select in the future than in the past, in the
admission of candidates for the teacher’s of.
fice. Personr incapahle of maintaining their
position must, however reluctantly, be held
back from the work, at least for a season, un.
til they shall have given evidence that they
are susceptibie of mental progress.  The bet-
ter educated classes, too, in various Christian
circles, must be persuaded, if possible, of the
duaty of falling into the ranks of our Sunday-
school teachers. Wherever they have done
so gracefully, they have made an essential
contribution to the energy and success of the
cause. And in what department of service
can they expect to be more honored or more
useful? It is with them, if they are pious and
devoted, to raise the tone of our Sunday
school uperations, to exert the most salutary
and benevolent influence on those who have
not enjoyed their opportunities, and to make
the Sunday-schovl by God’s blessing, what 1t
aught to be, an advancing and palpably pro.
gressive inslitution.

But whatever advantagcs might accrue to
the Sunday-school cause, from carrying into
effect these suggestions, the writer of this ar-
ticle is persuaded that the spint of ndomitable
inprovement on the part of Sunday-school
teachers themselves, is the main hope of our
times, in reference to the great work in which
they are engaged. The improving teacher—
and all teachers must seck lo belong (o this
class—will not place before him any ideal
standard of qualification, but will punder the
spirit of the times; will look around i on
the materials with which he has to deal, and
will determine, by God’s help, to make him.
8a)f equal to the task which he has uudertaken
to perform.  He will spare no pains to culti.
vate his mind, to enlarge the sphere of his
knowledge, to remove the disqualifications of
a defective education, to polish away surface
vulgarities, and to put hunself decidedly, and
beyond all possible doubt or mistake, ahead of
his class.

The improving teacher, cven if he has en-
joyed an average share of early traiming, will,
every week, be adding to the hist of lus qual.
fications for the work te which he s devoted,
—and if it bas not been hig lot to be thus edu-
cated in carly years, he will, by the spint of
self-culture, in many instances raise himsel(to
a level with those who have been mure fuvo-
rably circumstanced. The improving tcacher,
by the very tendency of mind which he culu.
vates, will be sengitive to his own deficts, and
will be satisfied with nothing short of ther
practical removal. Without anything of
noise, or conceit, or boasting, he will steadily
go forward in the path «f unprovament; and
ae he sces the benefit of his own culture in
the progress of his pupils, he will be stimulated
wd encoaraged tv persevere, and will hope for

yet further advances in the path of useful and
sanctified knowledge.

And above all, the improving teacher will
watch over the spirit in which he performs his
duty ; and will only look for God's blessing
on his Sunday labors as they are performed in
accordance with the mind of Christ.

The improving teacher is unguestionably
the great demand of the age, in reference to
the Sunday.school causc!
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THE TEACHER’S
PRA

From Sunday-school Journal.

The following is extracted from the diary of
a very laborivus and successful teacher of a
former generation.  Those who read it will
see, that though men and times change, in-
firmities and templations are common to all.

« I5th Jan., 1790.—1 have again attended
to the duties of my school without the requi-
site preparation. Oh, my God, grant me grace
to improve in this respect. T feel that I de-
ceive myself when 1 expect to be made useful
yuder these circumsiances; when 1 faney that
T understand my subject, and am seduccd to
attend to some other business as of more imme-
diate consequence; for it is impossible that
any other occupation eonld be of such para-
mount importance. From this deficiency in
preparatory study, many crrors arise; the in-
struction becomes unintcresting, confused, pro-
lix, und undefined ; the children become per-
plexed ; their attention is distracted, and the
lesson is unpleasant both to them and myself.
I feel that 1 am especially callcd upon to be-
warc of degroerating into tedious minutiz
and of becoming too diffuse, and at the same
time too abtruse for their youtiiful minds. To
comprehend and apply one truth is more ad-
vantageous to them than to advance ten propu-
sitions, none of which they have been able to
understand or retain in their memorics; or,
perhaps, forget, in their attention to the nine,
the one which was of the most importance.
Oh, God, assist me to copy more closely the
example which thy dear Son has left us of im-
parling instruction, and enable me to acquire
the simplicity, conciseness, aud impressive
style of my dear Master.  Let me, before I
propound any doctrine to the children, first in-
quire, If it benecessary 2 1f it be profitable 7
1f some other wonld not be more appropriate ?
I it will be more suitable to their capacities ?
What will be the object attained by 117 And
whether it will give them only the appearance
of Jearning without any uscful resuit? And
as I am able to answer these questions, lct me
adopt or cast aside iy subject.”
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