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it mlmost incredible that any man conld hesitate
about illusing it as widely ns possiblo.~ fo & reli-
gious point of view, to hesitato in this mntier why
tobo guilty of an actual impiety. Ought sot all
men tobo able fo read the Word of Gedj that
‘Word which is nec isary to their salvation? No ve-
¢iting or expounding of others could ever make up
for tho want of porsonal ability to soarch the Serip-
tures, for, it is gy this, saith tho Lard, * Yo shall
koow me.” In teaching tho young to vead their
Bible, wo were doing what was of indispensoble
necossity, and all collnteral eonsoquonces we might
eafely oave to him in whoso hand are tho issues of
life. ~ Althoug™ , however, we might put our trust
in God that _uch knowledge would work to good,
is did not follow that our duty stopped. here. ” Wo
wers bound to go on actively and perseveringly in
doing al{ wo can to protaote that gaod ead, by pro-
viding wholesome aliment for the new appetite thus
created, and by divecting the inquiring minds of the
young and the ignorant, to knowledge which was
useful and proper.  The oniy fault to bo found with
the zeal which had lately arisen for the education of
tho poor was, that it did not go far cnough. They
wero instructed in roading, butdue care had not yet
beentaken 8 * “hoy should be afterwards provided
with books profitablo for them to read ; and henco
the lamentebla success with which their euriosity
had becr winistered to by the disseininators of in-
fidel and tmmoral publications. Much good, the
Rev. Proacher thought, mifht be offected by the
establishwrant of Select Village Libravies; and he
hoped you to seq this brought, generally about. The
country had much to expeet, oven in ity sources of
wealth, from the education of the lower orders ; for
it bad beeu by seeds of knowledge incidentally scat-
tored in tns walk of society that discoveries had
been made ia the arts, of greater benefit to this
country than tnountains either of gold or of gews.

The Preacher concluded with ananimated appeal
to the liherality of bhis hearers in behalf of tho chil-
dren whose particalar claius ko had been deputed
to lay beforo thern, Tho times ho knew had been
severs, but prosperity was again coming an the
tand. It was the duty of al to contrthute as
they could to 50 good a work; and how far they
might do so, bo 'left it to their owa consciences to
determine.

T

QUESTIONS TO BE MATURELY WEIGHED RESPECT-
iNG THE CLERICAL PROFESSION.

First.—Is there any office in which weocan ren-
dor more substantial service to our follow men, or
more advance the g'sry of God? Should not the
good of socioty and the glor,r of God, influence w.,
in the choice of a profession?

Is thers any office, howover
tive, of greator real dignity, than
bassador? )

1s thero any office, which affords mare and higher
prospects of truo happiness in thiy world ?

%5 there any offico which affords as meay incite-
ments 10 pioty, as many belps and facilities in the
work of salvation, or a more comfortable prospect
of future glory and reward?

Poes . require tho relinquishment of any habit
or indu)genco neeussary to the highest earthly can-
joyment ?

Are not multitudes in tho world possessed of the
ability to servo God in the werk of the ministry,
prevented by thelove of easc, or of pleasure, or of

ofit, or of distinction ?

While it is admittod, that muck may be dono in
every condition of life for the spiritual benefit of pis-
ty, can as much be donie in any other for those ends,
as in the ministry 7

Second.~Is not gvery men when bs is sent into
the world, and endowed with rational and bodily
powers of ordinary oxcellenco—is ho not colled and
commanded, votonly to work out his own salvation,
but to assist others, 0 the ntmost extent of his
whility?

The age of uiraclos being long since terminated,
have wo ::F: to expect asupernatural desigoation
to tho sacred office 3 or any dnng wmore than circom-
stances and dispositions providentiaily favourable,
ornot providentially enfavourable?

Are wo not bound to use our own endeavours, to
removs the obstacles, and support fnconveniesncies
n this cause as well as i any osher ?

s&lendid ar ducra-~
at of God's Am-

Doos sot the fact that there are inany whole con-
gregations going asteay framn tho way of life, rendor-
g n0 worship to their Maker, ignorant of their
dangor, their wants, thoir privileges, and their Sa-
viour, nnd fa the broad road to destruction, who
might, by the blessing of God, through the excrtions
of a pious winister, be rescued feom vico nod misery,
and bo lod to the inhentanco of otornal glory—docs
not this fact coustituto n call, and tho most power-
ful calle—n call from Jesus Ghrist, upon young et
of picus dispostlions and ordmary talents, to eugage
in tho wark of the ministry ?

Will not this call continus to bo thus providenti-
ally nddressod to such persons, os long ra there ro-
maia any flocks withoutn shephord, or in danger of
being ia that stata ?

Third.—Is it not v
groatest good is readere
and tho souls of men, by
sesed of singular sbilities

Do not the prowises of Josus Christ~® I am
with you always, oven 1o tho eod of the warld 1
* My Grace is suflicient 1or you ;"~furnish eve
good man with just grounds of confidenco in this
tospect ¥

8 it not as much, and aven in o greator dogree,
our duty to rely npon the sufficiency of grace for the
work of the menistry, than in the work of individual
salvation?

Do 5ot the solemn and unequivocal promises
mada to porsovering prayer, through the intercession
of Christ, extend to prayers effered up for ability
to glorily God by advanciog the salvation of
souls ?

Fourth.—Have you ordinary talents ?

Have you pions dispositions ?

Do you love Christ !

Do you love the souls of men ?

Isnot his Almighty graco promised to you ?

s not his Almighty grace s ¢ficient for you 7

Has not his providence altorded you means, or
the prospoct and assurance of means fo enuble you
for the work ?

Would not the efforts used for your worldly
etablishment in some othor manner, suceeed in ac-
complishing this?

Are not souls pow perishing, whick, by the
blessing of God, you cord be instrumental in
saviag 1 | )

Will you hear Christ call in vain?

Shall they perish ? .

. Baloreyou olibemmizweigbthessconsidoraﬁons,
invoko, on tgom' kaer s, the gutdance, and over-ruling
power, of the Holy Spirit.

often tho case, that the
to the cause of yoligidn,
gomons cortainly not pos-
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THE PRESENT STATE OF THE JEWS,
{concLupep.]

There is much reason to mistrust all that bas
hitherto been written ns to the arigin of this remarka-
blo sect. They are in’ Poland fe‘alers in eorn and
cattle, carriers, handicraftsmen, aad in some cases,
agriculturists; and these are also their vecupations at
Bualtiserad, where they are cloven hundred in num-
ber. Itis generally stated that abovo six kundred years
ago they settled there on a mountain-rock, baving
migrated to the Crimea under especial privileges
granted to thom b% the then reigmn}; kban, which
toey still enjoy~Their picturesquo fortress, called
Dschoufait Kale, the Jows’ Castle, the rocky narrow

ath by which the asccut winds vp to it, and its

eautitul detached sopalchral grove have been well
deseribed by Clark and other travallers. A tomb-
vtone in this cemetery bears 2 Hobrew lmscription
datod five hundred and, seventy yoars buck. Ina
petition adressed by them to the Empress Catherine,
they represented that their forefathers had no part
in the crucifision ot Jesus Christ; and Dr. Clask
(who says that their honesty is proverbial, and their
word equal to a bond ; 4nd 2ells s to bekiove niothing
stated respocting themiby the rabbies,) adds, that
they uniformly assert thomselves to have sopiarated
from thoamsin stem oftho Jowish
ealiest period of its history, and that their schism 62
as old as the retirn from the Babylonisk capdivity.
The Caraites at Troki are but ano hundrsd and' sity
in number, and say that, descending from the Csi-
mean Curaites, they havebeen bottled in Lithaanis,

about four hundred-yaars, and it issemariabl v ghat

geople intheverylg
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thoy still retain the Tartar tonguo; of tiic Jowishs
Gorman thoy oro wholly ignorant.  Thoy also speak
Russinn apd Polish, and, like the Crimean Caraites,
woar the dress of tho covatry they tuhabit, Their
muuners are simple and obliging ; thoy are accessi-
ble, and, above all they have the inestimablc advag-
taga of holding to the faith of their anceators, as restiog
oxclusively on the Old Testamont, A Christian
writer says, that during thoso four bundrod yearsuo

‘ono of this colony has bad a eriminal judgment poased

on him. A missionnrﬂ. who in travelling through
Troki pressed upon their minds the truth of the
Gospel, in thoonly short eonversation by had ay
opportunit{ of holding with thewm, found them candid
and well-disposed to listen; they were suprized at
his arguments, and liwle able to reply to them, as
they kaow nothing of the quibbles apd subtletica
which tho rabbinical Jows have long resorted to,
when engaged in contraversy with Christians. ' Who,
roflecting on the puroe faith of the Caraites, nnd that
intogrity, indusiry and virtue, by which they have
every whero improssed sontiments of respect and
esteem for thern u[pon the people with whom they
dwell, would not fain beliove that, though oxiles
from Pulestine, they are exempt from the worst and
£nal curses inflicted by the Almighty ugmn Israc! for
the worst and blackess of his crimes? And who
will not be delighted to bear that, whilstthe rabbixi-
val Jows can give no cluo to the history of this re-
markablo portion of the ruce, modern xZ&sctwery ap-
pears strongly to confirm the views cherished among
the Coraites themsclves? Mr. Wolff, the mission-
ary, having learhit that a body of Caraites was es-
tablished in tha desert of Hit, at thres days’ journcy
from Bagdad, visitedthems. The account which they
gavo him was that their fathers, during the Chaldear
caplivityq perceiving that their brethern wero cor—
rupting the pure fnith by amalgamating with it the
phitosophical doctrines of the country * satdow by
the waters of Bebylon, and wopt when thoy remesns-
bered Sior ;* thatin ordor to imprint the Seriptures
uamixed on their heurts, thoy read them incessandy,
and waere thesce called Caraites, or readers; und
that, when the others returned from the captiviry,
they separatod themselves, to escape their offences
and punishments, and retired to the very spot where
the missionary found them. ha thero saw these
«children of the Bible,” as they call tholdsolves,
liviag an Arab lifo in cottages; they are avey fioo
people, and the women singolarly havdsome.” He
was struck with their unvarying truth, of which
their neighbors wyw the merits, and practiseitnots
and they are remarkable for their horesty acd clean—
liness. ‘Thoy said that they had sent colonies to Caire
and to Ispahan, whero a synagogue still bears ax
iuscription, which shows that it belonged to them.
Benjamin de Tudela, it is said, found the same
peoplo living in the samd mannorat Hit, six bundred
veass apo.  Thoy speak pure Avabic, but all know
and road Hebrew 5 thoy stato the whole number of
their rect to be five thousard, and that they are the
originalofit. They call their ministers “ wisomen,”
an§ kuovw not tho name of rabbis.

My, Wolll’s travels in the East made him aequaing-
ed with various detachments of the ¥sraelitish nation,
living in great diversities of circumstasecs. Many
of the Georgian Jows are ascripli glebe.  In Yemer,
they all lead an Arablifo. In Kurdistan, theyspeak
the old Chaldxn language, butare occngk:d in petty
traflic, nud do not till the ground. In Persia, they
are so miserably oppressed, that they fly frequently
to the despotism of Turkey, as wmore endurable.
At Shiraz, they are acquainted with the Old Testa-
ment ; they have no copics of the Talmud, bat s}
pin their faith 1o it. In Caucasus. those living
amongst the Ossitinians are wild andJdguorant horse-
mes; thoy havo noither the Bible nor the Talmud.

The Zoharites are 8 scet stated to beliove in the
'I‘;-ini?; thoy date from the seventeenth centurys
their doctrines aro mysteriously concealed 5 and los-
ing ground as this sect does rapidly, itis not worth
our while to endeavor to unfold them. The Chas-
diim, on the other hand, who, like the Zoharitos,
regard the Zobar, (a rabbinical work dating from
the first century of Christianity) as their chief reli-
fous book, are a numerous soct which increases
rapidly, especially in the Russian Polish provinces.
It arose about seventy years ago, Thore is much
fanaticism amongst them, and consequendy they
have muny imposters, and many more dupes.  Thoy
ascribe to their rabbis still greater powere than the
faithful assign to the bhead of the ¢ha



