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THE CHURCH OF THE FUTURE.

FEW years ago the preseut com-
pact Methodist Church existed
as several dctached sections of Method-
ism. A few years ago the present per-
fectly cemented Presbyterian Church in
Canada existed as three distinct frag-
ments of Presbyterianism. A few years
ago the present splendidly organized
Roman Catholic Church could not so
much as bear the name of Jesuit, upon
which busy Order the Pope bad put his
ban. Union has been the order of the
day, and every vnion has, so far, been in
all of these bodies a source of increased
strength.

While reading Prof. Campbell’s excel-
lent article in your Symposium—in
which, however, some dyspeptic critic
may see nothing but the fact that Dr.
Campbell denies the plenary inspiration
of the Confession of Faith—entitled
* Mutual Approach of Chrisiians,” I
was moved to pen this note to the
JourxaL, in which I would suggest at
least a zame for the church of the fu-
ture, the church resulting from a unifica-
tion sulficiently complete to lead the
Methodist regiment, and the Congrega-
tional regiment, and the Iresbyterian
and several other regiments, to forget
their regimental colors, and, having un-
furled the broad folds of the bauner of
the cross, wear only the distinctive badge
of good soldiers of Jesus Christ.

The name of this church should be
simply Tire CHRISTIAN CuuRcH,  The
Mahommedans regard Christ as a pro-
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phet ; but, inasrauch as they give the
pre-eminence to Mahomet, they are
called, not Christians, but AMalommne-
dans. Roman Catholics regard Christ
as the Saviour of Men ; but two-thirds
of their religious veneration is directed
to the Virgin Mary, angels and saints ;
and the Pope receives almost as much
prominence with them as does the Hero
of the Hegira with the Turks. They
are, therefore, very appropriately desig-
nated Papists or Papists. Then Evan-
gelical  Presbyterianism  recognizing
Christ as the sole Head of the Church
would have a perfect right to appropri-
ate, without qualifying phrase, the name,
The Christian Church. The Auglicans
would then split in two, the ardent rit-
ualist housing up with Rome, the gos-
pel-lover entering heart and soul into the
one fold of The Chzisitan Church.

Ask our French evangelization labor-
ers whether this would be a blessing to
their work, and a strong vantage ground
from which to preach the story of the
cross. As onc who has done a little
in that field, I state it as my conviction
that suck a cons mmaltion i the condition
of suceess 12 1hiis wwork.

The Christian Church will exalt Christ
as the sole Head of the Church, and
our watchword will be,—the world for
Christ. Let who will magnify saint or
sovereign, pope or patriarch, in the
name of our God <we will display our
banuers, and glory not save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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