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the rural life tif the comniunity. Thisi
means, in the first place, that she nmust
I:now something tof th( horne life of hier
pupils attd somcthing of the difficulties
and problenis of these- inîtividual home.
The teacher who inîagined shte wsiuld
die of loneliness in her liartîcular sec-
tion hati neyer visited ini the honmes
of the comniinity. She knew nothuîîg
of the individual kitchen'. in wliicli
tired farmers' wives wîîrkeîl out farni
problenis. The suipper tible antI the
disli-pan, with a friendîs' tilk * r the
progress of the boys atîd g;rls, are great
antidotes foîr the di±'-of-liînut-liness di,.-
ease. But to get into t'- heart of the
family you slituld ki._. something
about farm conditions and farm prob-
lems. tport what farm topie can you
talk with intelligence? What, for ex.
ample, do voiut knîîw about poultry?
Can you disctiss the respective tuerits
of lîarred rocks anti leghtorns? Do von
know an% >thing about feeding puultrv?
Can voit sugge..t anything that might
tncrea'.e the egg vield& Anid if it i nîît
poultry, what is it? Fertilizers, farm
drainage, weed.., tractors, gond -ctI
smut in the grain, or even the effects
of the weather on the crops, --on soine
one farm sulîjeet surcly you con make
yourself proficient. An old ncighbour
renîinded me the other day of an ex-
perience that she had had, whiî'h must
be typical of the experience of manv
larmiers cr farmers' wives when the
sehool teaclier contes to visit. "I remeni-
ber," said she, "one day when 1 was
stas'ing with my sister, a visitor came
tut the house whomt me coutd make
riothing out of. To everything that
mas said to himt he reptied in montyl
tables. No one coutd find anyt.tng
to talk to himt about, and wlien at ast
after vain attempts at conversation,
my Fister had tri leave the room, she
cast a Pitying glance in my direction.
There was a long awkward silence.

1 rackeil 111, lraîin foîr ,oiintttir ig tii
sav, and at Ia'.r alinoî,t ai ra idon, .
VerntLreit th

1 e i"~et i. liae t' ou
mniay chiecse factiîrie. ini ,otir part o'f
t he ,ou n tri f, Tlen i triiii te'. lit er.
wlîet nýy sisýter t et u riiet t lier aUsti n1-
ishmntt the %si'itiir %as tàt

kitig in a
liîud vitice atit arguing wtfh il,. gieat-
e'.t velienience oin thle chite'.e inti .tr
in O n tario . 1 iait b a I ucky citatî e
st1rttck un i the' one siljet tin w iii'li
tie iras inII eresýüd aitd liad siîet li g
tii sa.y." ' Vhe,î -(tii visit t he fariti-
hottse are '. îu thle ilîttrs iiotr t4)ii i ,
toitiue cati find antî hîîîg lii 'av? tl'pil
wttat farni tîttîj can the farîiner talk tii
YOU witlî the chatnce tif fititng anv
intelligent response?

And tîten. aside froint yittr intetest
in the tn and it.i prtilems. thert
i a u.hotu field tif activitv in the social
tife tif t he coniinity itself; atîd iii
tItis social lie the teacher tîîust always
play her part. Is yottr schîtol house
a soîcial centre for the sectioin, a pîlace
where thle fartiiers' clb .î,î t he wtt-
men ', nstitiite anîd ot ler titiat tîrganti-
zatiti'. tîIav mnet l t hure a f.îrtners'
librarv iti viur schiiil-hiîuse, îî th but.
letints. litrtn magazines. atnd tboo, t hat
Von tan circula te in t he sectitot?1'.
t hure att oîpett .ir skating riiik whtere
the von tg petipîle ma.t ntet tn thle
multer? Or do yîiu hold a '.clool pie-
nie in the earlv surmtîer? Have vou
tirganized a boys' Itird clubotr a gir:.'
canning club? Have vitu a schui
gaiden? What have viîu dîtie tii inter-
est thte boys and girls and parents tif
your section iti the rural sehool faîir?
Is that school roomt of yours merely
an institution for assigning homework
tir diiing 'sums,' or i it a radiating
centre of social influences which make
for greater co-operation and commu-
nity improvement and gourd wilI among
the families of the section? The idea
that the school should be a community


