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SUPRE ME LODGE KNIGHTS 0F PYTRIAS.

Office of the Supreme Chancellor,
Allegheny, Pa., Dec. 29, 1898.

To the Order Universal, Greetlng:
Within the past two montbs the attention of

fixe Supremne Chancelier has been called to the
fact that, ln certain portions of the supreme do-main, a studied and determined effort bas been
mnade and is being made to Interfere with the
organizers of the Endowment Rank. This ac-
tion on the part of officers or niembers ofthfie
Suprenle Lodge, officers or members of the «var-
tous grand îodges, or officers or niembers of any
subordinate ledge. is ln direct conllict with the
spirit and language of the suprenie constitution
and suprerne statutes, and must at once cease.

At the recent convention of the Supreme
Lodge ln Indianapolis. the Board of Qontrol
submitted the follewing, whieh is feund on
pages 28 and 29 et their report.

OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS.
We now approach a subject that has become

of grave import to the interest et the Endoiv-nment Rank. We refer te the large number et
prominent nienbers of the Knighits of Pythias
whe are working for and endersing different
fraternal erders and old-line companies that
malte a specialty of life insurance. The rig-ht
of inembers of this order to eng-age in any oc-
cupation for a livelihood, flot positively inter-
dic'ted by our laiv, is undoubted; but the right
of such niembers te use the honors that you
have bestowed upon them. te the injury and
detriment et the Endownxent Rank. is eniphat-
ically disputed and denied. When the station-
ery of this order is used, and its official titles
are printed on literature Nvhich is distribdited
among Pythians, in the interest of these out-
side fraternal insurance associations and cern-
panies. it is tume that you should speak eut.
Frequently. as soon as soi-e of our members;
are honored wlth an officiai title. there service
is sought by some other organization in the
business ef fraternal lite insurance--they are
sought beeause of the standing, force and in-
fluence xvhich their honors brlng, enabling tbem
flot only te cross the threshold ef Pythian
lknighthood, but there te undernxine the Inter-
ests 0f the Endowvment Rank. We desire te
xnak-e no harsh coninents. nor do we wish te
appear in anywise severe-wve sr.eaik only as the
great and important trust. in which we take a
pretciund lnterst-what we say is only for the
benefit and perpetuity ef the Endoxwment Rank,
and w-e believe that -ie would faau in our duty
te you. our duty to the nearly fifty-four tbeu-
sand members ofthei Insurance Branc'h. and
our duty te the order, did we shirk the respon-
sibility of bringlnz. te your notice at this tii-e
ihat w-hich bas gradually become a greàt and
g-rowing-, evil. At this convention the Supremne
Lodge should declare that the business et any
other association. of which lite Insurance is the
special purpose. must net. dlrectly or indirect-
ly. be transacted in an office xused fer the busi-
ness of the. order. nor the stationery ef the
Knights et Pythias be used for the purpose ef
adivertising any ot these fraternities above re-
ferred te; and further, tixat the question of lite
insurance shall net be discussed on the fleor

of any subordinate or grand ledge et this order,
except frein the standpelnt ef the Endowment
Rank.

We earnestly hope, theretore, that you ivilI
direct that such an edict shahl be issued on this
question as wlll be plain, emphatic and mnanda-
tory. Let It correct as %velI as warn. Let It
tell the membership, in no uncertain tories, that
Pythians, as such, may not lawfully represent
insurance erganizations ether than the Endow-
ment Rank.

The above subject w-as referred te the corn-
mnittee on Endowment Rank, wbich reported:

We heartily approve the reconimendatien of
the Board et Control, found on pages 28 and
29 ef the report, relatlng te the discussion ef ln-
surance matters; on the floor ef grand and sub-
erdinate lodges, other than of the Endownxent
Rank.

The Supreme Lodge adopted the report et titis
cemrnittee. and while it simply confirnis the
laws already in force, the duty deveives upon
tbe Suprenie Chancelier et directly calling the
attention ef the membership te this very im-
portant subject. As inembers et the Knights
et Pythias, w-e must be loyal te ail departinents
ef the order. If, however, any Pythian believes
that another fraturnity has a better systemn ef
lite insurance than the Endowment Rankt et-
fers. and he cannot fully endorse ail depart-
menits et this order as an honorable man he
should surrender his rnembership w-ith the
Knights of Pythias. and cast bis lot w-ith that
fraternity; but because he bas been honered by
bis brethren in this order with officiai position,
that tact dees net carry w'ith lt the divine right
te stifie and destrey the Endow-ment Rank,
wvhich bas added and is adding se rnuch te the
glory, streng-tb and influence ef our fraternity.

AIl Supreme Lodge efficers and representa-
tives, grand ledge oflicers and representatives;
and suberdinate lodge officers and inembers wil
therfere understand tliat in the future organi-
zers for the Endowment Rank mnust be extend-
ed every courtesy and assistanice possible in the
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