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Power; all the prophecies from Divine Under-
standing ; the goodness of the docttine from Di-
vine Gooduess; and the moral character of the
penmen from Divine Holiness.

Thus Christianity is built upon four ¢ zand pil-
lars, viz: the Power, Undentanding, Goodness,
and Holiness of Ged : Divine Power is the source
of all the miracles; Divine Understanding, of all
tlse prophecies 3 Divine Goadness, of the goodness
of the doctrme 3 and Divine Holiness, of the mo-
tal character of the penmen.

1 beg leave to propose a short, clear, and strong
araunent, to prove the Divine lnspiration of the
Holy Sciiptures.

he Bible must be the invention either of ool
men or angels, bad men or devils, or of God.

1. 1t conld not be the invention of good men or
angels, for they neither would nor could make a
book, and tell lies all the time they were writing
ity saving, Thus saith the Lord, when it was
their own 1vention,

2. It could not be the invention of bad men or
devils, for they would not make a book which
commands all duty, forbids all sin, and comlemrs
their own sauls to hell to all eternity,

3. Therefote, I draw this conclusion, That the
Bible must be given by Divine Inspiration,

LETTER OF MRS. SUSANNAH WESLEY, TO HER SON,
THE REV. JOUN WESLEY, AM.

Tne following Letter on the nature and propes-
ties of Love, (says Dr. A. Claike,) would be a gem
even in the best written Treatise on the powers
and passions of the human mind. The conclud-
wng advice, telative to the mode of treating such
matters in public preaching, must interest all those
who minister at the altar of the Lord.

¢ THroole, May 14, 1727.

¢ Dean Sox,—The difficulty there is in sepa-
rating the ideas of things that neatly tescmble
cach other, and whose properties and effects are
much the same, has, 1 believe, induced some to
think that the human soul has no passion but
rove; and that all those passions or affections
which we distinguish by the names of hope, fear,
jov, &c. are no more than various modes of love.
“This notion earries some show of reason, though
{ can®t acquiesce init. I must confess, 1 never
yet met with such an accurate definition of the
passion of lore, as fully satisfied me. ftis, in-
deed, commonly defined a desive of union with a
inown or apprehended good. But this directly
makes love and desire the same thing; which, on
a close inspection, ¥ conceive they ate not: for
this reason—dessre is slron}éesi, ana acts most vi-
sorously, when the beloved object is distant, ab-
sant, or 2pprehiended unkind or displeased 3 where-
as, when the union is altained, and fruition per-
Jrcty complacency, delight, and joy, fill the soul
of the lover, while desire lies quiescent ; which
plainly shews, (at least to me,) that desire of union
is an effect of love, and not love itself.

¢ What, then, is love? or how shall we de-
szribe its strange mysterious essence?  Itis—I
éo not know what! A powerful something !—
souice of our joy and grief! Felt and experienced
uy every one, and yet unknown to ali! Nor
saall we ever comprehend what 1t is, till we are
u.ited to our sist principle, 2nd there read its
wendrous nature in the clear mirror of uncreated
s.ove? Till which time it is best to vest satisfied
with suach apprehensions of its essence us we can
colleet fiom our observations of its effects and
wepettics; for other knowledge of ity ia our pre-
113 statey is too high und tco wenderful forus
—rcititer can we attain unto it.

+¢ Sutler now a word of advice. Iowever cu~
-ings you may be in se.nhing into the nature, or
w1 distingehling (e propertics, of the passions
o virtues of humen Lindy for your owa private
« tisfaction 3 be very cautious in giving nice dis-
1actions in public axscmblies, for it docs not an-
swes the tiue cnd of preaching, which is to mend
men’s livesy and not &l their beads with unpro-
fiatle spoculations. And after all that can be
said, every afiection of the soul is better known
W eaperience than any description that can be
aven of it. An honest man will more castly ap-
sreheidd what is meant by being zealous for God,
£ against sin, when hie heas what are the pro-
s+ 1ties and cffcets of true zealy than the most ac-
< srate definition of its cssence.

s*Duar Son, the conclusion of your letter is
very kind.  That you were ever dutiful, I very

well know. But 1 know myself enough to rest
satisficd with a moderate degrec of your afiec-
tion, Indeed it would be unjust in me to desire
the love of any one.  Your prayers t want and
wish ; nor shall I cease, while 1 live, to bescech
Almighty God to bless you, Adieu.”

Eryesus was the metropolis of Proconsular
Asia.  This celebeated city, the remains of which
give a high idea of its former beauty, extent and
magnificence, was situated in that part of Asia
which was anciently called Ionia, (but now Na-
tolia,) about five miles from the Egean Sca, on
the sides and at the foot of a range of mountains
overlooking a fine plain, that was watered and
fertilized by the river Caysler. Ephesus was
particularly celebrated for the temple of Diana, a
most magniticent and stately e. “fice, which had
been erected at the common expense of the inha-
bitants of Asia Proper, and wasreputed one of
the scven wonders of the world.  Widely scat-
tered and noble ruins attest the splendour of this
edifice, as well as of the theatre mentioned in Acts
xix. 3L In the time of St. Paul, this city
abounded with orators and philosophers ; end its
inhabitants, in their Gentile state, were celebrated
for their jdolatry and skill in magic, as well as for
their luxury and Jasciviousness, ~ Ephesus is now
under the dominion of the Aurks, and is in a
state of almost total ruin, beiny teduced to fif-
teen poor cottages, (crected not exactly on its ori-
ginal site); and its once flourishing church, of
which an account is given in our preface to the
Epistle to the Ephesians, in October, 1822, was
diminshed to len poor Greeks., (Kev.ii.6.) It
1s not known from whom the Nicolaitans mention-
ed in the Epistle to the Ephesian Church, derived
their name. They are supposed to have held the
opinion, sutsequently adopted by the Gnostics,
who denied the humanity of Jesus Christ,and the
reality of his sutlerings in the flesh ; and in their
practices, which are noticed in Rev. ii. 6, with
detestation, they are said to have been singularly
profligate and impure. They are supposed to have
been alluded to in 24 Peter, ii. and Jude 7-19.
In the time of the Romans, Ephesus was the me-
tropolis of Asia.—IHorne.

Erratomo—-The following paragraph was,
through mistake, omitted by the printer, as con-
cluding the article on Divination, inour last num-
ber:—

We have no reason to infer that Joseph prac-
tised divination by the cup; although, acconling
to the superstition of those times, supernatural in-
fluence might be attributed to his cup. And as
the whole transaction related in Gen, xliv. was
merely intended to deceive his brethren forashort
time, he might as well affect divination by his
cup, as affcct to belicve that they had stolen it.
e

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

CURISTIAN DISPENSATION.
{coxTiNuED.]

Wuire the -divine origin of Christianity, and
the savang power of the Gospel, were demunstrat-
ed by the amazing success which attended the la-
houts of the apostolic preachers of that Gospel
among the Gentile nations 3 the hostility of Sdtan
to the rising and spreading Church, was soon ma-
nifested by the persecutions and sufferings to which
the Christians were exposed. 1t is supposed, that
during the first three centurics, not less than three
millions poiished for the name of Jesus.

The fisst persceutors of Christianity (says Cro-
ly) were the Jaws.  The fear that the new dis-
peasation would supersede their law 3 and the su-
blimne boldness of the Apostles, who openly charg-
ed them with the death of our Lord as = sacrile-
gious murder, stirred the Sanhedsim to wven-
geance, Three distinguished serventsof the Faith,
Stephen, James the son of Zehedee, and James
the Just, head of the Church of Jerusalem, were
slainy 2nd the Church was altogether dispersed,
excepting the Apostles. SActs viii. 1.)

The scattered Disciples were still pursued.
Messengers were sent by the High Priest to the
Jews living out of Palestine, to persecute; and
they were represcnted to the proverbial jealousy
of Rome as rebels, impaticat of her govemment,

and acknowledging an alien and sclf-clected so-
vereign.

‘The heathen history of those tines is imperfect,
But it is impossille to doubit that the calumnices of
a people, dwelling in every part of the empire,
habitually dexterous, and on whom prejudice scems
to fix a more inveterate grasp than on any other
amang mankind, must have prepared their impe-
tial masters for violence against Christianity. Thae
occasion suddenly occurred, and the terrible
course of Pagan persecution began.

In the tenth year of Nero, and two ycars be-
fore the commencement of the final war of tho
Jews, Rome was almost burned to the ground. Of
the fourteen quarters of the city, but four remain-
ed ; mullitudes petished. The suspicions of the

eople were fixed upon the Emgcror; and, as the
ristorian remarks, they might be well entitled ¢~
charge any atrocity upon the notorions murderer
of his mother and his wife  To avest his danger,
Necro threw the crime upon the Christians, alrea~
dy obnoxious to Paganisin, and amounting to a
¢ great multitude?? in Rome.

‘T'acitus, almost a contemporary, describes their
deaths as combining all the forns of horror,
« They dicd in torments, and their tormeats were
embittered by insult and desision. Some were
auiled to crosses; others were sewn up in the
skins of wild beasts, and exposed to the fury of
dogs; others, again, smecared over with combus-
tibfe materials, wwere used as torches to illuminate
the darkness of the nigbt.

¢« The gardens of Nero were destined for the
melancholy spectacle, which was accompanied
with a horse~tace, and honoured with the pre~
sence of the Emperor, who mingled among the
popx’n}acc in the dress and attitudes of a chariot-
ecr. .

The agonies of the sacrifice overwhelmed even
the national ferocity of the Romans. ¢ The pub-
lic abhorrence wos changed into commisseration,
as the opinion grew that those unhappy wretches
were sacrificed, not so much to the public wel-
fare, as to the cruelty of a jealous tyrant,”?

This was the act of an acknowledged lover of
blood. Butit i3 too high an honout to the spirit
of Paganism to doubt that it was in principle a
persecutor.  The Pagan, accustomed to the sisht
of a multitude of idols, might, in geaeral, feel
no keen alarm at the increase of their number by
the contributions of Egypt or Asia. The line
drawn between the ancient idolatrics was no ab-
mipt and frowning barrier.  The Roman cye saw
the religions of the world, like its territory,
spread out, an easy level to Roman conquest and
association; the same powers of nature, the same
poctic fable, often the same heroes, made the my-
thology of the subject and the master; and the
religion of Romé followed the example of its po-
lity, and gave the rights of citizenship to the
stranger.

But the spirit only slumbered. It was livin
in the laws of all Paganism. The introduction o
¢ strange gods®® was a matter of public vigilance.
The temples of forcign idolators were sometimes
plundered and overthrown; new opinions were
visited with the severity of the state. < It is
difficult,? says Plate, ¢ {o attain, and dangerous
to publish the knowledge -of the true God.” In
Greece, the fount of religions law to the ancient
world, the namo of Atheist, or dissident from the
popular worship, was ruinous. The fate of So-
crates is proverbial. The Athenians bumed the
books of Protagoras.  St. Paul was brought before
the Arcopagus for prezching ¢strange gods.”?
(Acts xvii.)  Josephus charges the Athenians with
merciless severity to those who spoke against
their national faith. In the conference between
Augustus, Agrippa, and Macenan, destribed by
Dion Cassius, Dxcenas declares the reccived op-
nion of the sovcreign’s duty. ¢ Do thou thyself
worship the gods, strictly in the manner of the
country, and compel others to do so; but those who
bring in strange practices ia those things, hate
and punish.” .

Judeism, for ages a living testimony against
heathenism, had yet seldom atltracted petsecution §
but the essential adaptationof its law to a peculiar
people, and its rigid and hermit-like remoteness
from general intercourse, had rendered it an ob-
ject rather of scom than of alarm. Few things
in ancient history ate more remarkable than tha
slight impression made upon the manncrs orlearn-
ing of Greece and Nome by Judzism ; easy of ac-

cess as were ils Scriptures; close as Judea was
to Europe ; curious and magnificent as were its



