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DIVINITY.

THE SIN AGAINST THE HOLY GIOST.

r——

o Wherefore 1 say unto you, Al manncr of sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men. but the
Uasphemy against the Huly Ghost shall not b
Sorgicen unto men.  And whosoceer speahcth
a word against the Son of Mon, it shall be for-
given him : but whosoever speaketh against the
‘Holy Ghost, it shall not be furgiven him, nei-
ther in this world, neither in the world to come.”

MaTr. xiie 31, 32

YO THE EDITOR OF TUER WESLEYAN.

Dranr Sin,—1 take the liberty of sending f'on
the following oxtracts from a few of the standar!
Wesleyan divines, on ¢ The Sin against the Ho-
ty Ghost,? for publication in your valuable paper.
An carly inscition will much oblige

Yours respectfully,

.

April 19, 181t.

Fyom Mr. Wesley’s Scrmon entitled, € A Call to
Bucksliders.”

< But do not the well-known words of our Lord
himself, cut us off’ from all hope of merey ? Doces
he not say, ¢ All manner of sin and blasphemy
shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy
ugainst the Holfv Ghost shall not be forgiven un-
to men: And whosoever speaketh a woid agamnst
the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him: but
whosoever speaketh a word against the Holy
Ghost, it shall never be forgiven him, newther i
1bis world, nor in the wotld to come.”  “Therefore,
1t is plain, if we have been guilty of thissin, there
is no room for mercy. And is not the same thing
repeated by St. Mark, almost in the same words 2
¢ Verily 1'say unto you,’ (a solemn preface! al-
ways dcnolinf the great impostance of that which
follows :) € All sins shall be forgiven unte the
fons of merr, and blasphemics wherewith soever
they shall blaspheme : but he that shall blasphemc
agamst the Holy Ghost hath never forzivencss,
but 1s under the sentence of cternal damaation?

flow immense is the number in every nation
throughont the Christian world, of those who have
been imore or less distressed oa account of thss
scripture 7 What muttitades in tiis kinzdom
have been perplexed above measure upon this ve-
1y account? Nay, there are few that are trly
convinced of <in, and seriously endcavour to save
their souls, who have not felt some uncasiness,
for fear they bad committed, or shonld commit,
this unpardonable sin.  What has frequently -
creased their uncasiness was, that they could
hardly find any to comfort them, For their ac-
quaintances, even the most religious of them, un-
deistood no more of the matter than themselves.
And they could not find any wiiter, who had

whlished any thing satisfactory on the subject.
ndeed, in the seven sermons ot Mr. Russel, which
are common among us, there is one expressly
written upon st.  But it will give little satisfac-
tion to a troubled spirit.  He talks about ity and
about it, but makes nothing out: he takes much
pains, but misses the mark at last.

But was thete everin the world & more deplo-
rable proof of the littleness of human understand-
ing, even in those that have honest hearts, and
ste desirous of knowing the truth! How is it
possible, that any one who teads hus Bible, can
one hour remain in doubt concerning it, when our
Lord himself, in the very passage cited ahove,
has so cleatly told us, what that blasphemy is?
¢ He that biasphemeth against the Holy Ghost,

hath never forgiveness: because they said, he
hath on unclean epirit,?? v. 29, 30. ‘s, then,
and this alone, (if we allow our Lord to under-
stand his own meaning,) is the blasphemy against
the Holy Ghost: The saying, ke had an unclean
spiri? ; the aflirming that Clirist wrcusht Lis mi-
racles by the power of an cvil spitit; or more
particularly, that he cast oul devils 'y Bulzebub,
the prince af devils,  Now, have you boen guilty of
this?  Have you aflirmed, that hie cast ot devils
hy the prince of devils? No more than you have
cut your neighbour’s throat, and sct Lt house on
fire. How marvellously, then, have jou been
afraid, where no fearis? Disiniss th.t vain ter-
ror; let your fear be more raticnal for the time to
come. Be afraid of giving way to pride—~be
afraid of yielding to anger—-be afraid of laving
thic world, or the things of the world—be afraid
of foolish and hurtful desires. But never more
tie afraul of committing the blasphemy agamnst the
Holy Ghost!  You are in no moze danzer of do-
g this, than of pulling the sun out of the firma-
ment.

—

From Rev. R, Watson's Exposition.

Vensts 31, 32, All manner of sin and blasphe-
my, §&¢.—The importance of a right understanding
of this ipnss:\ge renders the most careful censider-
ation of it necessary.  Sin 1s the transgression of
the law; blasphemy, when apphied to men, is in-
jurious and calumnious speaking ; and when con-
sidered as a cume against the Divine Majesty, it
consists in reproachful speeches uttered “against
God, or in a demal to him of those attnibutes and
excellencies which, according to the revelation
he has been pleased to make of bumself, he is
known to possess 3 and thus in both cases includes
i it the idea of wilful and rebelhous enmity, bor
all such blasphemy there is, however, forgivencss
upon repentence; but for that P:micnl:\r blasphe-
my wlnch consists, as expressed in the neat verse,
i speaking aganst the Holy Ghost—that 1s, say-
ing, in oppositien to all evidence, and against
rcasenable conviction, that the ¢ Spurit of God,”?
by which our Lord cast out dewils, was the un-
clean and evil spuit, Satan himself, and doing
this from enmity to the kingdom and truth of Godl,
which by these miracles the Holy Spirit attested
and cstablished—there is no forgiveness, No-
thing can be moie clear, than that thisis the un-
pardonable blasphemy of w.ich our Lord speaks,
and that these are the circumstances under which
it was cammitted.

Blasphemy, or speaking against the Son of Man,
was remissible 3 such asdenying his Messiahship,
calling him a wine-bibber “and gluttonous, &c. ;
all which, though high and dangerous crimes, yet
were not excluded from the divine merey; but
when, after the Pharisees had always admitted,
according to the fasth of their nation, that devils
could not be cast out but by the Spirit of Go,
and had seen how intimately connected all the
works of Christ were with a holy doctrine and a
holy life, they seete so far influenced by their
wicked passions, as to resist that evidence of a
divine power in his case, which they admitted
in other cases, the cases of their own children or
disciples, to be conclusive ; and when they auda-
ciously attributed that power exerted by Chiist
to Satan himselfy, of which thcy had sufficient
proof, even upon their own principles, that it
could only proceed from the Spiritof God, and yet,
after all, wilfully and most wickedly, said of’ihe
power of the Holy Spirit, ¢ This is the working
of Beelzebub himself,?? this fatal offence was com-
mitted. Our Lord had thrown a veil atound him
by his humility, which often hid the glory of his
majesty, so that men might for 2 time question

who he might he. Not so the Holy Spisit; he
fully revealed hinself in the works of Christ; so
that had they been performed by the meanest of
their prophets, the Phansees would have acknow-
ledged in them the finger of God, which now they
deuied 5 and therefure they sinned directly and
wilfully ageinst the Holy Gliosts  This was their
blasphemy and their cuume, and our Lord solemn.
ly declares that those who had heen gty of it
should not be forgiven, neither w this life, nor
in the world to come. 'Flus phrase 1s equivalent
to, ¢ Shalt never at any future time be forgiven »?
hience Murh expresses ity ¢ Is 1in danger of eter-
nal damnation.”?

There is no reference in this expression to the
notions of the Jews, that some sins would be for-
given to the secd of Abraham after death; for st
1s not probalile that vur Lord would scem tv sanc~
tion so unscriptural an opiman by even an allusion :
nor is ¢ the worll’ or aze « o come™ to be un-
derstood, with others, of the age of the Mcsuab;
for that had alteady commenced. The expres-
sion, as appears from similar phrases in the later
Jewish wiiters, was proverbial for never ; or, i€
there was in it any reference to a future state, it
signifies, that 3s in this life that sin could not hs
forgiven, so, at the day of judgment, there could
be no declaration of its having been forgiveu,
though the forgiveness of sins of every other de-
scription will then be made manifest and public-
ly procleimed. So clearly is the nature of this
sin marked, that it is somzwhat surprising that
there should have been so much difference of opii-
nion respecling it.  Once of the least defensible
notions is that which refers it forward to the re-
jection of the Gospel after the Holy Ghost had
{)ccn shed forth in his miraculous giits ; where-
as, the very occasion on which our Lord uses he
words, and the particular character of tha ciime
itsclf, which consisted in attritmting the castiag
aut of devils by the Spirit of Gody to the agency
of Satan, proves indubitably that the sin might
not only at that time be committed, but was ac-
tually so. The chief differences of opinion have,
however, arisen, not from any difficelty in asger-
taning in what the original crime consisted, but
from the gnestions, how farothers beside the Pha-
risees could be guilty of it; and from what its
irremissibility atose. — As to the fust, it is diffieglt
to say whether those Jews who 1right see the mi-
racles of the Holy Spirit wrought by the apostles,
and ascribe them to Satan, did not also commit
precisely the same offence. . They probably did 5
hut still we have no authority for sayiag that this
sin coult be committed by any but the cyc-wit-
nesses of the miracles themselves, or at least hy
those who fully admitted them as r¥acts. We
are likewise to recallect, that there are bl.sphe-
mies often committed agaimst the Holy Ghost, of
a deeply aggravated and dangerous nature, by
infidels and scoffers and apostates, wlich are not
e blasphemy againstthe Holy Ghost; and these
are not to e confounded with ity thodgh awfuily
criminal,  As tothe second question, in what the
irremissibility of this sin consisted, perhaps it is
hest for us at once to confess our ignotance. Cer-
tain it is, that the pretended solution of those whao
make it merely a consequence of the niture of the
offence, cannot be admitted, becarss in that e
spect it stands on the same ground as many other
offences. The Phansces, they tell us, by resist-
ing the strongest evidence, put themselves be-
yond the possibility of being convinced of the
truth, because na higher evidence could be given
them ; but this was cquaily true of all obstinate
unbelievers then, thangh many of them were not
cnarged with this particular offence; and it 1s
also equally true of all unbclieversnow, who have
received all the evidence which God intends to



