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dangers to life on the drifting i<e. Nansun's
ship), the '-Framn," h:us heen buit to l)c
upiitted and tbrown on the ice by the

p)ressuire of the surrouinding flues, but that
it wili act in the manner desired is denied
by ail authorities, Engliih and Anterican,
who have given tlieir opinion on the
matter. George Muivilie, of the United
States Navy, states that a ship, even the
nîost perfectiy constructed, to withistand
lateral pressure " wouid be an egg sheil in
the povver of the rnighty masses of ice,
neyer at rest, but always grinding, like the
everiasting gods,. ........ en the
granite his and isiands." TFhe fate of
the 'I Fraîin " seenis clear. Huw wiii the
creN faire when cast without means of
escape on the treacherous ice? Whiie
Qreeiy's ship, in bis expedition of 1882,
was caught in the drift, some of his men
took to the ice and lived there in snow
houses. Here are his own words for wbat
tbey experienced : " Our own fioe was
fromn fr>rty to fifty feet in thickness, and
yet it tumbled and cracked like chiaik
under the tremendous pressure ot the
surrounding floes. As the edges of these
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immense miasses 'of ice gi ound agailist
eachi other, w ithi terrible groaning and
aliost irresistabie force, their margins
were covered for several rods with thou-
sand, of tons of broken ice. . . . Just
as the wliale boat party quitted their snow
housý a shock of unîsmiai violence split our
floc again, and a wide crack, running
through tne ahandorîed bouse, speediiy
swailowed Uf) a p)ortion of it. Even as
%v'e roiled up the tepee, a narrow crack
forrned under our feet." 'l'le experience
of ail Arctic expiorers has beeni the sanie,
which does flot bid fair to Nanseni's boid
enterprisu. Greely, cornmenting on
Narisen's project, says : " In niy opinionOf
the scheme is unwise, impracticable, and
is littie short of suicidai."

WVhich of the present three explorers
wiil accomplish the most or perhaps suc-
ceed iri reaching the pole, tirne alone wil
tell. Whilst we are awaiting the issue of
their ventures, let us hope tliat none wil
meet with a fate simnilar to that wbich
befeil the heroic Fran ,lin.

]OS. Mcl)oUGAL, '94.
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