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A NON-E-N-TI-USIAST'S VIE W 0F A TILLE TICS.

0 dlefine the tern Athieties,
with its multi form comprehien-

lesions of the present day, would
indeed be a difficuit taský, one whiclh
the writer frankly confesses5 himiself
unable to hianche andi equally unwil-
lingy to attempt before the reacling
public. The acijunets of a single
contest of any kind between closely-
mnatched men are so numierous,
varied, painstakingr and involve so
much of an expert talent, that to
imagine one's self the possessor of a
comnzp,'c/zciisivc knowledge of ail such
details suggests the wvonderful fancy
of an Altruistic dream-. The pur-
pose of this article is îîot to explain
wvhat athletics miean, nor is it the
intention to paint an ideal athiete.
The aimi is rather to look upon
athletics in their relation to, the
people, and to dwvelI for a moment
upon a few thoughits concerning the
forces which are at present at work
in their developnient.

I n every branch of athetics there
aire several factors wvhich, suggest
themiselves niost proniinently to the
studious observer. Arnong these
are,-first, the athîcte hiniseif;
second, those who followv the sport
as a business enterprise, intermingy-
ling a sense of pleasure which is
regulated in a mneasurable degree by
their success or fiailure in selecting
winners; third, those who follow
the sport for the sport s sake. The
latter class are at the present timie,
iii every country, wieldiing a great
influence over athletics. It ipr
haps, an unconsetous influence,
because of the fact that the inchivi-
du:-ils coniposing the class spoken of
do not take any part in the conduct

of sports, but simiply attend the ex-
hibitions. However it is an unques-
tionably effectuaI influence in regu-
latine the inethoci of carryingr out
conipetitive contests in skill,strength,
agility and endurance, iii requiring
just and reasonable conditions to
go\'ern, in comniendingy a fuller
semsle of responsibility on the part of
the performier towards the public,
andi in shapingr the relation of
athletics in general to a higher
civilization. 'lle athlete wvas once
the pricle of the wvorld ; by this bene-
ficial movement hie shall become so,
agrain. And, fortunately, a higher
pe-rfection of heart ancd brain, which
mîan is constantly developing, wil
forbici his becom-ing a god, thus pre-
servingr him on his natural level and
making his stay amongst us peren-
niai.

For the purpose of examining into
the cirlrsc of this latter class
it miay be wehl to subdivide it into
tw<) parts-those who attend the ex-
hibitions for the pleasure it affords
thein because of a particular* liking<.
for the gaine, and those whio follow
the gaine on account of a friendly
interest in the participants, deriving
only nioderate entertainmient from
it, and having litt1e, or no preference
for one gaine more than another.
The latter class are more numierous
than would appear on casual thoughit,
while the former comprise the bulk
of those who are seen on the revieiv-
img stands of the amphitheatres
througrhout the country.

Great differences distinguish the
twvo divisions. The flrst named are
,generally of a enthusiastic nature,
impulsive and ardent. They will
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