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probably know what the Ark of God was, and the place it held undO
the Old Testament dispensation. It was called also Ilthe Ark of Wu
Covenant," and was a small chest, mnade under God's direction., conta1e
ing the two tables of stone, some manna, and other sacred things. B3t1
the chief thing about it was that the blood of atonement -'wýas sprinkled
yearly on its lid, cafled the mercy-seat, and that over that lid the littl
Cloud, which was the visible token of God's presence, used to, appe9ý1
It was a beautiful type of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of the good thi1M
that are offered to sinners, and corne to, sinners, through what iHe h9o
done. What lie lias done to make reconciliation for sinners througle h
own blood; and the resuit of that reconciliation, when it is believed iII
and accepted, is the presence of God, and of'every good thing which th0

presence of Goci brings with it. By a remarkable train of circumnstance'
Obed-edorn had the opportunity of bringing the Ark of God into 1115
house. Other people wvere afraid of it, because a man had been strUC11

dead who handled it improperly. But Obed-edom saw very clearly tho
what people should be afraid of was not the Ark of God, or lis pre-
ence, but the profane and improper tampering witli it. So lie opeI"5
the door of lis house to reeive it, and what followed was a very rle'
rewar(l for that act of chuld-like faith.

Now ail this is like a parable to, us. We can bless God that îiot 011I
may we bring Christ into our homes, but that Hie stands knoc-king e
the door, entreating us to let Humn in. Whatever the home niay be 00
to out-%ard things, it is nothing without Christ. He is the "1chief cornet"
stone " on which God builds Nwhatever is good and lasting, and no n
can build a home, or anything else that is good and lasting, Mth0"t
making Hum the corner-stoWe. Jesus comes into the home by con'4'
into the hearts of those who"live in it. Religion is the only satisfact0r'
basis of family life. Human affection may alter or grow cold, hui8o
authonity may be weak, or unwisely exercised; but when you bring i-
Christ, and put Hum on the Throne, and distinctly recognize Hum as t&
centre and lawgiver of family life, you have done the one thing needfU
for the making of a real home, a home that will neyer bring you shwo-0
or pain, a home tliat Nvili live for ever in the grateful recollection of'
who have been privilkged to dwell in it.

Now I do not blame any one for wanting to miake a home niceso
cornfortable, a place it is a pleasure to, go into. And it may be that y01%
have been lately thinking of some things that you want in your hý0ý
to make it more what you would like to see it. Perliaps you have beO
thinking of a new carpet, or of some more pictures, or of someth"j
fresli to, replace the furniture whidi lias become shabby with the wea~
years. Or it may be that you are fond of flowers, and have been thi
ing where you can get some nice plants to, make the conservatory gaY,
to, give an air of cheerfulness to, the room. But oh, friends, the
want of your house is none of these thinge. 'You niay get theU
bring tliem ail in-without 'bringing a blessing. What you want,
we ail want at home, is Jesus, and more of Jesus. * * *

'You know about the man who had a house fuil of many thin blI&,
without the one thing. Wliat did lie do but climb up into a tree tO'~
Jesus as lie passed '1 And what cid Jesus do but look straiglit intO


