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The account given by the latter difl'ered, ia
soulu' materiai particulars, from that of Mirabel.
lie lad enjoyed, indeed, somo casuai acquaint-
aleWith that gentleman. They had dined
together, once, at lis (Auguier's) house. Hie had
accepted tho hospitality of Mons. Mirabel, as often
aa tavcrn. lie had advanced that gentleman

IL crown. Mirabel had spoken of a ghost and
înoney, and had talked of placing the latter in
his charge. At present,hle had howeverlimited
lis confidence te the deposit of two empty bags
aud a red ribbon. Ail the other aliegations ho
indignantly denied.

Deeply impressed with tho marvellous history,
the Lieutenant- Criminai decided that the matter
should be sifted te the bottom. The proceps
continued.

Magadalene Paret dcposed that Mirabel had
called on lier one day, looking pale and agitated,
and declared that ho had been holding converse
with an apparition, which had reveaied to him
tho situation of some burled treasure. She was
present when thé parcel, apparontly centaining
îuoney, was found; and she remombered Mirabel
stating, subseqnently, that ho had piaced> it for
safety in the hands of Auguier.

Gaspard Deleuil ropeated the narrailve told by
Mirabel of the ghost and the gold adding, that
ho lad met hlm, on the seventh of Stember, near
the Porte des Fainéanta (ldlors'-gate), carrying
two baga; that hie saw himliand tliem over te,
a man wlio appeared te be waiting for hlm, and

,s saw him receive in returu a piece of paper; and
that, on rejoining him, Mirabel stated that lie
had entrusted to Augnier seme newly-feund
treasure, taking liii acknowledgment for the
same.

François Fournière, the third witness, con-
firmed the relation of the spectre and the meney
by Mirabel, who appearod deeply stricken by the
extraordinary favour shown hlm.- in this super-
natural visitation. On bis pressing for a sight of
tlho treasure Mirabel took the witness te lis
chamber, and, removing some bricks from the
chimney, displayed a large bag filled with gold
coin. llaving afterwards heard of Auguier's ai-
leged dishonesty, the witness reproached hlm witli
it : when le became deadly paie, and entroated
that the subject miglit be drepped.

Other witnesses deposed to -the sudden inti-
macy, more noticeabie on account of their differ.
once of station, that liad sprung up between
Mirabel and Auguier, dating from the period of
the disccvery of the gold. Sundry experts bore
testimony to the resembiance of the writiting of
thc receipt, signed IlLouis Auguier," te the au-
tograpli of the latter.

Tho ghost and Mirabel carried the day. In
fact, it was a mere walk over the course. The
Lieutenant..Criminal, entirely with them, decreed
that Auguier sbenld be arrested, and submitted
to the Il question."

Appeal, hewever, was made te the parliament
of Aix, and the inatter began to excite consider-
able notice. Persons woe found to censure the
ready credence given by the Lieutenant-Criminal
te tlie story of tho ghost, and, the case coming
to bearing, an able advocate of tho day buckied
on lis armeur to do battie with the shade.

la it creditable (ho asked) that a spirit sliould
qut the repose of another world exprossiy te, in-
form Mons, de Mirabol, a gentleman with whose
existence it seema to have liad no proviens ac-
quaintance, of the hiding..place of this treasure ?
110oV oficioias must bc the nature of that glicat
wbich siîould select, in a caprice, a man it did
not porsoually kuow, te enric i hm with a trea-
sure, for thec duo enjoyment of whidh his social
position made hlm unfit? Ilow sliglit must be
tho prescicuaco of a spirit tînt could neot foresee
that Mirabol would ho doprived of bis treasure
by the firat knavo le had the misfortuue te, trust 1
There could ho no sncb spirit, ho assurcd.

If there were no spectre, there was, accord-
ing to ail human probabiiity, no goid; and, if
no gold, no greund for the accusation of
Auguier.

Desceudiug to eartlily reasoning, was it likely
tliat Mirabel sbonid cntrust to Auguier a trea-
sure of whose actual vaine lo knew nothing, or
that hoe should take in returu a receipt lie lad
neot seen the giver Wite ? llow was 11, pray,

that the womaa Paret and Gaspard Deleuil de-
manded ne share lu the treasure so discovered?
Wore these excellent persons superior to the
common wenkness of hnmaity-curiosity, and1
the lust of gain? The witness Paret certainly1
saw the discovery of a parcel ; but the rest of
ber evidence was hearsay. The witness Delieul
saw the exehange of baga and paper ; but ail the
rest-spectre iucluded-was heresay. And
wheu the wituess Fournière declared that Au-
guier being taxed with rebbery, turned deadly
paie, Anguier frankly-nay proudly-c»onfessedi
it, strieken as tînt bononrable burgher was witli1
herror at a charge se foui and unexpected 1 The i
climax of injustice was surely roacled wheui thisi
respected,1 estimable, substantial merchant of
France's preudest seaiuart, was, on tho uncor-
reborated word of a ghost (for te this it must ho
traced), snbmitted te the torture, In criminal,
even more than in civil, cases, that which seems
repuguant te prebabiity la reputed false. Lot
a liundred wituesses testify te that whidli con-
trary te nature and the light of reason, their
evidence is worthless and vain. Take, as cx-
ample, the famous tradition which gives an ad-
ditional intcrest te the noble bouse of Lusignan,
and say that certain persous sworo that the fairy
Melusina, wbo lad the tail of a serpent, and
batlied every Saturday in a marble ceilar, lad
revealed a treasure te some weak idiot, whe was
immediately rotbed of it by another. What
wouid le thengît of a judge wbe shonid, on sucli
testimouy, coudemu the accused? Is iton sncb
a fairy fable that Anguier, the just, the respected
family-father, the loyal patriot, must ho adjudged
guilty ? Nover 1 Sucli justice might ho found
at Cathay, migbt prevail among the yet undis-
cevered llands of thIe Eastern Ar-chipelgo, but
ln Franco--ne. There remained, in short, but
one manifest duty te, the court, namely, te ac-
quit, witli al bonour, this mudli-nbuscd man, and
te render him sue~ noble compensation as the
injuries be lad suffered deserved.

It was uew, however, the phantom's inningg.
Tnrning on the court the night aide of nature,
the spectre's advocate peinted eut tînt the gist
of Augnler's defence censistod of a narrow and
senseioss satire upon supernatural visitations,
iuvelving a most nnauthorized assumption that
sucli thlngs did neyer occur. Was it intended
te coutradict Hely Writ ? To deny a truti
attested by Seripture', by the Fathers of the
C hurcli, by very wide experionce and testimony ;
finaily, by the Faculty of Theelogy cf Paris?
The speaker bore adduced thIe appenrauce ef
the Prepbet Samnel at Endor (cf whidh Le
Burn remnrked that it was, past question a
work commenced by the power cf evil, but
taken from lis hand and completed by a
strenger than le); that ef the bedies cf buried
saints after cur Lcord's resurroction ; and that cf
Saint Feuix, Who, acccrdiug te Saint Augustine,
appearod te the beseiged inhabitauts cf Noma.
But, say that any deubts couid ratienally exist,
were they net completely set ah rest by a recont
décision cf the Faculty cf Theciegy V?91Dosir-
ing," says this enligbtened decree, Ilte satisfy
pions scrnpies, we have, after a very carefu.i
consideration cf the subjeet, resoived tiat the
spirits cf tIe departed may and do, by super-
natural power and divine license, reappear unte
the living." And this opinion was ln cenformity
witl tînt preucuncod ah Sorbonne twe centuries
befere.

However, it was not degmaticaily nffirmod
tînt tIc spirit whidh lad evinced tuis interest
in Mirabel was thIe ghost cf any departed
person. 1h migît have been a spirit, whetier
good or evil, cf another kind. That sudh a spirit
eau assume the luman forin few will deny, wheu
they recai that the Apostles lield that belief,
xistakiug their Lord, waiking on the wnves cf
G ale for such an one. The weiglt cf pro-
babiihy, nevertlioless, inclines tethIe side cf thissingular apparition hoing, as was first snggested,
the spirit cf one decesed-perhaps, a remoe
aucester cf Mirabei-perbaps, eue who, lu thhs
life, sympathised with bonest oudeavour, and
sougît toenodw thIe truggling toililng pensant
witli the mens cf rest and ease. And, "itl regard
te its reappearnce, a striking modern instanice
soemed pertinent tethie question at issue. The

Marquis de Rambouillet and tIe Sieur de
Prècy, aged respectivoîy hweuty-five and thirty,
were intimate friends. Speaking eue day cf the
prospect -of a future shate cf being, their conver-
sation ended with a mutu al compact thnt the first
who died sbould reveal himscîf te, the survivor.
Tîrce menths afterwards the marquis went te
the war in Flanders, while De Prècy, sick with
foyer, remained in Paris. One nigit, the latter,
while lu led, beard the curtains move, abd
turning, recognised bis friend, in buff-cont and
riding-boots, standing hy the bcd. Starhing Up,
le attempted te embrace thc visiter, budtÈhe
latter evading iim, drcw apnrt, and, in a
soiemu toue, informed hlm tînt sudh greetings
were ne longer fitting, tînt ho bad been slain
the previons night in a skirmisi, tint lie lad
come te redeem bis promise, and te announco
te, bis friend tînt aIl tînt lad beon spoken cf a
werld te, come was most cortainly true, and tînt
it behoved hlm (De Prècy) te amend bis lifo
withouh deiay, as ho wouid bimscîf bho sînin
withiu a very brief period. Finding lis bearer
stiii incredulous, thIe marquis exhibited a deadly
weuud below the breast, and immediately
disappeared. The arrivai cf a post fromn
Fianders conflrmed the vision. Thc marquis
lad been slain luthIe mauner moentiened. De
Prècy bimself feulu inthe civil war, thon im-
pouding.

(The speaker bore cited a number cf kindred
examples belonging te this period, sud nas, lu
inter days, bave fonnd paraliels lu tic woll-known
stories cf Lord Tyrone and Lady Betty Cobb,
Lord Lyttelton and M. P. Andrews, Prince
Dolgoreuki and Apraxin, the ex-queen cf Etrurin
and Chipanti, with a long list cf similar cases,
and thon addressed himself te the terrestrial
facto.)

Ih was preved by Magdalene Paret that the
treasure was actuaily fonnd. By the wituess,
Delenil, it was traced inte .-tic possession cf
Anguier. By ether wituesses, 1h was shown
tînt Anguier lad made use cf many articles to
obtain the cnstody cf the gold, cultivating a
romautic attachment for tuis humble labourer,
and seeking te inspire blîn with fears for bis
personi safety, se long as hoe retained pos-
session cf se large a sum. Upon thie wiole,
uniess it lad been practicable te secure the ah-
tendance anud oral testimony cf the very pinntomn
itseif, the dlaim cf Mirabel could lnrdly address
itseif more forcibly te the favonrable judgment
of the court.

It may ho tînt this little doficiency in thie
dhai of evideuce weighed more than was
expected witIhIe parliaunent cf Aix. At al
evonts, thoy demanded furtier proof; and the
peasant, Benurd, was brougît forward, and
uuderweut a very rigid examination.

lHc stahed tint, on a certain day in May,
Mirabel informed hlmi that 9 ghost lad revealed
te, hlm tIe existeueeocf some secreted treasure.
Tint, on thIe foiiowing morning, they proceeded
tegether te, the spot indicated by tIe apparition,
but fonnd ne money. Tînt lie laugled ah
Mirabel, snnpped bis fingers at tic story,
aud went nway. Tint lie nevertieless agreed
te, a further searci-the witness, Magdalene
Paret beiug preset-but again fouud notbing.
Tînt, subsequeutly, Mirabel declared lie lad
discovered elghteen piecos cf gqld, thon twolve,
finally, thirty-five, but dispiayed noue cf them.
Tînt Mirabel lad, liowover, sent by hlm twonty
sels te a pricaýt, teBay miasses for thie seul cf
tIe departed,' ho wliomlie owed se much; and
tînt lhe lad spoken cf hnuding over thie treasure
te, Anguier,' and taking thie latter's receipt,
which certainly. seemed toho lehiesane ow
prodnced, signed «'Louis Auguier."J

The matter wa obscure nud pnzzling. There
was, by this ime, noe question thnt this large
sum .cf moey lad, scmehow, come inte tic
possession cf Mirabel. lie conid net, by skill
or labour, have realised the linudreti part cf it.
No oee ad been robbed, for thIe otoriety cf tie
case would ah once have prodnced the loser. If
Mirabel lad found 1h (and there were tic wit-
nesses wlio preved thie discovery many foot below
thie surface, luan unudisturbed corner cf the
termace), who reveaied thie precieus deposit ho
huis poor simple clown? The scale wae ini-.
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