
The Duty of Forgiveness

on II. THE DUTY 0F FORGPiE.NESS JuIy 8, 1
Matthew 18 :21-35. Canîsnit te memory vs. 21, 22. ]lcad Matthew 18 :15-20;

Luke 17. 1-5.

.906

GOLDEN TEXT-Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.-Matthew 6 : 12.
21 Then came Pe'tcr 1 to, hlmn, and gaii!, Lord, bow dred pence :and lho 8 laid biandg on bim, and took

att shali my brother sin nganst me, atn 1 forgive hzm hy the throat, Laying, Puy' moi that thou owest.
him ? tilt seven times ? 29 50 And bis felowvscrvaut fél! down Il t hie

22 Je'ssis saith unto him, 1 say nlot unto then, teet, and besought liiîn, saying, Have patience with
Until seven times : but, Until seventy times seven. sac, and I will pay thee 12 ail.

23 Therofore is the kingclom of heaven likened unto 30 And hie wouid not: but went aîid cast hlmn
a certain king, which would 2 takc accouet of bis ser- into prison, tli ho should pay 13 tbe dcbt.
vats. 31 So when his fpllowsewrvant.4s a what was donc,

24 And when hie lied begun to rcckon, ofle wVfl thov %vere 14 very sorry, and caine and tlb unto their
hr-ought unto hlm, wvhich owcd bim ten thousand lord ail that wvas doci.
Latente. 32 Then bis lord, r,~ atter that lie had cf lied in,

25 But forasmuch as ho had net 3 te pay, bis lord said uirito hinm, O thou wicked servant, 1 forgavo tbee
conrnanded hlm to ho sold, and bis wife. and chil- ail that debt, because thou 11, dereda:t M.-
dren, and ait that ho hadl, and payment t emd

26 The servant therefore fait down. n toh mcd 33 Shouldest ncit thou also have ha'! 17 compassion
hum, .se g, Lord, have patience witb me. and 1 wvi1l an thy fcllowscrvant, even as 1 bad Il pity on theo ?
pay thea ai. 34 And bis lord waq wrotb, and deliverecl him to

27 'Than the lord of that Fervant 5,vas inved the tormentorb, till hie qbould pay ail that was due
with comrassion, 6 and looscd hi, and forgave hlmn 'sunto hlm.
the deht. 35 Se 19 lîkewise s9hahl my heavenly Father do also

28 But 7 the saine servant went eut. and found unto yeu, if vo 20 frein your heurts forgive net every
one of bis feilowservants. which owcd hlmn an hun- one bis broffher 

21 
their trespasses.

Revlzed Version-' and said ta hlmn; 
2 

make a reckoning with ; 3 
wherewith to pay; 4And the lord;

5 Weng ; 15releasad -. 7 that servant ; 8laid boid ; 9 what thou owest ; 10 Se ; Il Onzit et bis fete; 12 Omit ait
Il that whieh was due ; Il exceeding ; 15 called hlm. unto hlm, and -aith te him ; 1isbeso1iýhtcst ; 17-merci;
U Omit unte hlmi; 19 shall aise mny heavenly F ather do unte you 20 Put " froma your hcarts' afler 1 brother';2
1 Omit their trespasses.

TH1E LESSON EXPLAINED
Time and Place--As la lest Lesson, autumn,

A.D. 29 ; Capernaura.
Connection-The Lessan is tram the sanie con-

versation cf Jesus with Bis disciples as lest tesson.
In vs. 15-18 1{e tells thera how to dent with thosa
who have injured them., wlth some precious words
about prayer and wership, vs. 19. 20.

I. THE FORGiYINO KING.-21, 22. Then
came ]Peter; pressing forward amang the disciples

The Mamertine Prison at Rame: sliowing a clungeon
wltlîle s dungeen

white Jesus was speaking. Lard, how afit, etc.? The
hcadlong Peter bad likeiy frequently affended the
rest et the Twelve, and been le turn offcnded aI them.
Ti seven tumes?7 The rabbis (Jewish testrhers)
said three times ; .esus. . seventy times seven:
that la, times without number.

23-25 Xlngdam of heaven lilcened, etc. Josus
teaches by a parable thse spirit et heaven's King. and
the spirit ef Hie truc subjects. A certain Ic.tng ;

a great and wealthy moaarch, as the saque! shows.
Take accou.nt of hi: servants C'"slaves"); officers
ie various parts et bis dominions, who collected taxes
for thair rayai master. One was brought;, prob-
ably an afficer et high rank, like a governor ef a
province. Owed bin ten thousand talents ;
about $10.000,000, an immense sum. Rad net ta
pay. 1-1aving wasted la extravagance the meney
that belonged ta the king, hae was a hopelesa bank-
rupt. Cenitarded in to lie sold ; as creditors
in ancient limes had power te do. Il la se ia Syria
ta-day. Wife, and children, etc. These were
looked upon as sinply preperty, which might alse be
sold by the creditar.

26, 27. FeU dawn .. worshipped ; prestrating
hîmsalf la taken ef humility. lard, have patience.
The debtor plEanda for lime. Pay thee aIl; easy te
promise, net se easy to do. lord. . moved with
compassion .. loosed . . iergavo. Three benefits
the debtor rece2ved-raleasa tram irnprisenmeat. the
canceling et bis debt, and probably continuance je
office, ail eut et the king's great pity.

II. THE UNFOR1GIVINQ SERVANT. - 28-30.
The sanie servant ; the very anc who had rcceivcd
se grcat kindncss. Went oit ; fromn thc king's
presenco. Paund one af his fellowservants.
Thse great officer andI thse humble servant were alike
slaves et bhc king. An hunclred pence ; worth
about $100 et aur nioney, a trific compared with hi.-
own debt. Laid banda on1 hlm No siga et
bumility now, but inslead, a haughly and arrogant
spirit. Teelc hlmn by the thraat ; choking hlm
after the brutal minner allowed by ancient custain,
and oven by Roman law. Have patience, etc.;
the very words thse other dübtar had uttered. He
wauld net ; se untouched n'as bis bard heart by the
king's mcrcy. Cast him Inta prison ; a horrible
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